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Heads rebel 
against drive 
for standards 


By Ben Russeff 

Education Comespondem 

HEAD teachers threatened a 
rebellion against government 
targets for raising standards in 
the 3Rs yesterday, warning they 
would refuse to set “un realisti c” 
goals. 

The National Association 
. of Headteachers (NAHT) 
- * warned that schools would not 
co-operate with national targets 
“plucked out of the air” to 
meet political aims . 

The move threatens to 
undermine a central plank of 
the Government's drive to raise 
standards in schools. 

Ministers want SO per cent 
of 11-year-cilds to reach ex- 
pected standards in English 
and 75 per cent to hit certain 
levels of maths by 2002. 

Just over 60 per cent achieve 
the required level in national 
: curriculum- tests. David Biun- 
kett. Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation. has promised to resign 
if the targets are not met 
But headteachers meeting in 
Eastbourne accused the Gov- 
ernment of selecting arbitrary 
and unrealistic goals for local 
authorities. 

} DavidHart, the NAHT gen- 
eral secretary, pledged to take 
court action if local authorities 
imposed targets on schools 
againsttheir wflL 

He said; “It would be help- 
ful if there was agreement but 
if agreement can’t be reached 
the schools position must pre- 
vail Just because the Govern- 
ment wants ' to reverse 
established practice in target 
setting it does not mean we have 
-to roll over and say they have 
got it right.” 

-Delegates unanimously 
passed motions attacking the 


Government for imposing tar- 
gets and called for schools to be 
free to set their own goals. 

Brian McNutt, head teacher 
of Eastway Primary School in 
The Wlrral, warned that the em- 
phasis on exam targets could 
make schools “educational 
sweat shops”. He said: “It's a 
surreal world if children's best 
performance is met with league 
tables and public shame. 

“To achieve the targets will 
schools be turned into exam fac- 
tories, just simple factual ma- 
chines to get us through the 
tests? If we ate going to improve 
standards the Government 
needs to work with us, rather 
than impose national targets." 

Mr Hart said: “I will jump 
for joy if we hit the target^ but 
if we can't it could be due to a 
whole range of factors. The 
Government is bravely treading 
in very difficult waters. Target 
setting is not an exact sconce." 

The School Standards and 
Eramewozk BiB, at present pass- 
ing through die Commons, will 
allow local authorities to send in 
inspectors, appoint new gover- 
nors or take control of budgets 
if schools are thought likely to 
miss targets for raising standards. 

But Mr Hart said the pow- 
ers should only be used in ex- 
treme circumstances and he 
threatened to press for a judi- 
cial review if local authorities 
used the legislation too readily. 

Stephen Byers, the school 
standards minister, said the 
targets were “both reasonable 
and realistic”. He said: “Sure- 
ly it’s not unreasonable to ex- 
pert that in four years time four 
out of five 11 -year-olds will 
have reached the level expect- 
ed of them." 

National executive member 
Mick Brookes won rapturous ap- 


plause from delegates at the 
union’s national conference 
when he told them: “This is a 
time to stand up and say no.” 

Mr Brookes, head teacher of 
Sherwood Junior School in 
Nottinghamshire, said: “Them's 
a very clear message from the 
National Council to all our 
members: do not be bulbed 
and pressurised into accepting 
unreasonable targets. We 
will come up with our own 
considered targets." j 

Delegates also attacked the j 
growth of production-line edu- 
cation, insisting that schools 
were “places of wisdom, not 
factories of knowledge”. 

Chris McDonnell, head of 
Rxtfen Primary School in Burol- 
wood, Staffordshire, said targets 
did not reflect a school's full 
role. He said: “Schools are not 
factories. Knowledge is not a 
commodity .to be sold. They are 
people places.” ' 

Graham .Lane, education 
chairman of the Local Gov- 
ernment Association, said; “If 
a school and a local education 
authority cannot agree on a tar- 
get we will publish both targets 
and see which is right. The Gov- 
ernment’s targets for 2002 are 
very generalised. Some educa- 
tion authorities won’t meet 
them, then we will have to 
work out what happens." 

■ The headteachers demand- 
ed a change in the law to limit 
the powers of “school governors 
from hell”. They asked for gov- 
ernors to be given compulsory 
training and appealed for leg- 
islation setting strict bound- 
aries on (heir role. 

The conference heard the 
case of a governor who had 
stood in a school car park tim- 
ing when teachers came and 
went 





Put shoulder to 
the wheel, Blair 
tells the nation 


By Colm Crown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

TONY BLAIR last night 
adopted the bairshirt approach 
by declaring that be fears 
Britain has been paying itself 
too much, and calling on the 
nation to “put its shoulder to the 
wheel". 

The Prime Minister’s clari- 
on call for pay restraint to the 
Confederation of British 
Industry last night fitted neat- 
ly into the philosophy for hard 
work and modest rewards which 
he has handed down to his 
children, Euan, Nicky and 
Kathryn. 

In an interview to be pub- 
lished today, Mr Blair reveals 
one of his secrets for success in 
life. He told£va magazine that 
he was worried that life was too 
easy for his three children and 
declared that “a little bit of a 
struggle" did them no harm. 

“You’ve got to be able to 
make your own way, your own 
life and I think to do well in life 
you need a little bit of struggle.” 

The words amount to a dif- 
ferent strand of the same phi- 
losophy Mr Blair delivered in his 
speech to the annual dinner of 
the CBI.The growth in private 
sector earnings gave “serious 
cause for concern”, the Prime 
Minister told his audience from 
the world of big business. 

“It would be the worst of 
short-termism now to pay our- 
selves more today at the cost of 
higher interest rates, fewer jobs 
and slower growth tomorrow. 
This must apply to private and 
public sector alike. 

“It really is up to us: the 
greater the responsibility, the 
bigger the reward,” be said. 

And Mr Blair said that eco- 


nomic success could not be 
achieved by the Government 
alone, adding: “The whole na- 
tion must put its should to the 
wheeL" 

The “ sound and prudent” 
message about the economy is 
»lsn being used in the Blair 
household for the family 
finances. 

The Prime Minister con- 
firmed in the Eva interview 
that the Blairs claimed child 
benefit in common with the rest 
of the country. 



Blair. ‘A Httle bit of a 
struggle' does you no harm 

“Everyone gets it- It's up to 
you what you spend it on, but 
I do think most people spend it 
on their kids. We treat it as 
though it’s not just part of the 
family income and we do tty to 
make sure that it gets spent on 
the children.” 

It is another lesson for liv- 
ing from the Blair kitchen, that 
big business may like to follow. 

But there was a sting in the 
tail. The Prime Minister point- 
ed out that those on the high- 
er tax rate of 40 per cent could 
see child benefit taxed in future. 

Fat cats, page 6 




Emma Tebtidor, a member of Seven Sisters Groups takes the platform at King's Cross 
station, north London. Further events are planned for Waterloo Photograph: Nicola Kura 
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Fiasco over Lawrence arrest 
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By Kathy Marks * , 1 • 

THE senior detective who led 
theStephen Lawrence murder 


that until very recently be did 
not. understand, the legal 
grounds tin which police officers 
can arrestsuspetits. . 

Former detective superin- 
tendent Brian ^ Weeden, who 
retiredin.i994-after 30vear$ in 


; the§c^iolfl^pul^^ 

' intojStephen’sdeafofhathe had 
befieyed, that hard ' evidence 
was^required before' arrests 
could be made, it was only af- 
; ter taking-legal advice-earlier 


thsyear Mile preparing a state- 
; mentfor the public inquiry, he 
said, that it became dear to him 
that reasonable grounds for 
suspicion were sufficient. 

The inquiry has beard that 
the five white youths alleged to 
have stabbed Stephen in a racist 
attack in Eltham, south-east 
London, in 1993 were named by 
numerous informants in the 
first 48 hours. But they were not 
arrested for at least a fortnight 

and attempts to prosecute them 
were unsuccessful. 

Mr Weeden, who Jed the 
murder investigation for 14 
months, said yesterday that his 


strategy had been to wait for 
evidence before moving in. 
“I had never before in any 
murder case arrested anyone 
without evidence, as opposed to 
information," he said. 

Michael Mansfield QC, 
counsel for the Lawrence fam- 
ily, pointed out that he had giv- 
en a different explanation when 
interviewed by Kent police of- 
ficers on behalf of the Police 
Complaints Authority last year. 

“You maintained, and you 
only recently shifted, that not 
only did you want evkleaoe,you 
did not have the power to ar- 
rest until you had evidence. That 


was the legal position as you saw 
it,” he said. “That's perfectly 
true,” Mr Weeden replied. 

- Mr Mansfield asked: “Do 
you not find it rather disturb- 
ing that it has taken all this time 
for you to recognise a fairly ba- 
sic tenet of criminal law?" 

“I think it’s regrettable,” he 
replied. 

Mr Weeden denied that 
when he finally decided to 
make arrests, it was in response 
to “extraneous pressures” such 
as a high-profile meeting in 
London the previous day be- 
tween IheLawrences and Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela. 


“Wrthout disrespect to the gen- 
tleman in question, a vmywell- 
respected statesman, it was like 
a drop in the ocean,” he said. 

“There was pressure right 
from the very beginning. There 
was considerable media inter- 
est in the case; there was interest 
also from the Home Office; 
Members of Parliament were 
asking questions; television 
crews were virtually camping on 
the doorstep.” 

He admitted, however, that 
during his period in charge of 
the case, at least 20 major er- 
rors and omissions were made. 

The inquiry continues today. 


Iraq demands war compensation from Britain 


| By faii BurreD ' 

. r Home aflalrs Correspondent . . 

.' > IRAQ is demanding' conipeu- 
i ^ration from Britain over dam- 
. * age allegedly caused by depleted 
V uranium shells in the Gulf War. 
~ r The Iraqi Foreign Minister,. 
Mohammed ' Saeed al-Sahaf, 

. has sent a complaint to the 
\ ‘ F ' Unued Natkms.Secretary Ge n- 
. . . 'final, Kbfr. Atinaia; accusing 
^ Y Britain and the. United States of 


“exposing vaft areas [of Iraq] to 
fatal radioactive pollution”. 

The complaint followed the 
release of what Mr al-Sahaf 
' described as a “new and addi- 
tional admission” by tbe Foreign 
Office on 30 April in an official 
statement that “British tanks 
used, depleted uranium (DU) 
shells during the Guff TOir on 
orders front the British Mmistty 
.of Defence*. 

Mr al-Sahaf told Mr Atman: 


“A number of diseases, unfa- 
miliar m the past, have been reg- 
istered, such as foetal and bone 
deformities and other cases 
that cannot be explained. 

“Individuals living in the 
bombarded areas suffer from 
such diseases, in addition to ris- 
ing cases of child leukaemia." 

In a letter to the Labour MP 
Geoige Gaikway, written on 30 
April, Derek Tatcbeu, the For- 
eign Office minister, admitted 


DU tad harmful effects. The 
letter stated: “DU has the po- 
tential to cause adverse health 
effects if ingested, inhaled (for 
example, fram.DU dust in the 
vicinity of a target...) or ab- 
sorbed...”. Britain admits to fir- 
mg fewer than 100 DLt shells in 
the 1991 conflict but says US 
troops fired considerably more. 

Yesterday, the Labour back- 
bencher Tam Dalyeli, who has 
campaigned for the lifting of 


sanctions against Iraq, called on 
Britain 'to co-operate with the 
Iraqi authorities in investigating 
so-called Gulf Whr Syndrome. 
He believes British Gulf War 
veterans and Iraqi people were 
suffering the same symptoms. 

A Ministry of Defence 
spokesman said: “The UK has 
never attempted to conceal its 
use of depleted uranium 
amm unition in the Gulf.*’ 
Poisonous legacy, page 13 


Rock stars get the , 
Internet blues ' 

ROCK stars and record com- 
panies lined up to complain 
yesterday that fans down- 
loading free music from 
the Internet is costing 
them millions and could kill 
off tbe British music 
industry. Page 3 

Newcastle in crisis 

NEWCASTLE United ap- 
peared to be in crisis last 
night as two directors walked 
out of the troubled football 
club after apparently losing 
out in a power struggle with 
Sir John Hall, the multimil- 
lionaire businessman who has 
been the driving force behind 
the club. Page 5 

Placenta protest 

A TELEVISION programme 
which showed people cooking 
and eating a human placenta 
has been criticised by the 
Broadcasting Standards Com- 
mission. Page 7 
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Help stop this now 

Day after day, this bear is dragged into a bloody arena 
to face pairs of bull terriers. His teeth have been ripped 
out and his daws blunted, so he Is at the dogs' mercy. 
The trainer won’t let him be killed, but the bear doesn’t 
know this. Over and over again, ha is fighting for his fife. 

Over 2,000 bear-baitings take place each year in 
Pakistan, despite the fact that they are now banned 
by law. 

WSPA campaigns to free captive bears, campaigns to 
enforce laws protecting bears and tights Ignorance with 
training and education. 
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Northern Ireland agreement: Parties focus on assembly elections as young are helped to .ok 

Splits open 



Ulster 



ByDavid McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent 
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Recycled paper made up 
41.4% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers in the 
first half of 1997. 


ARMS de-co mjntssin nrng and 
tbe divisions in the Ulster 
Unionist party surfaced in 
Northern Ireland yesterday, as 
all sides positioned themselves 
for assembly elections next 
month. 

Those speaking for loyalist 
paramilitary groups made it 
dear, in much the same terms 
as republicans have already 
done, that the authorities are 
likely to wait in vam for. aiiy. de- 
cummissioDing of weaponry : 
soon. 

Unionist party members do . 
not regard the war against the 
Good Friday agreement to be 
over in political terms. 

On de-co mmisaoning, lead- 
ers of the Ulster Democratic 
party, which is linked to the 
paramilitary Ulster Defence 
Association, bad what was de- 
scribed as a constructive meet- 
ing with John de Chastdam. the 
Canadian general who heads 
the international body on de- 
commissioning. 

Gary McMichael, the UDP 
laeder, said: “It would be am- 
bitious to expect loyalist para- 
militaries to give up their 
weapons before the IRA has 
said it is prepared to give up 
arms.'’ 

Mr McMichael said the 
meeting had been constructive 
and another would be held 
soon. 

“This is all part of the on- 
going process. We have always 
taken a responsible attitude on 
this issue, but peopleshould not 
expect loyalists to decommission 
while the IRA remain fully 
armed and have not even de- 
clared the end of the conflict,'' 
he said. 

“We would like theJRA to 
declare the war is over. If they' 


did then it would dear the way 
for progress.” . n 

FrantieAlollpy,-a Sinn Fean 
coundlloitfcdd it was unlikely 
the IRA would hand oyer any 
guns or exptyjmves, adding: “itie 
IRA haven'tybpen defeated and . 
unless you fyve the defeat of 
one organisation over the oth- 
er or one gqyfe mm ent over an- 
other' then you-- don’t have a 
surrender of weapons." 

Legislation passed in Par- 
liament last year provided im- 
monity . from prosecution to 
people handing over weapons 
to the security forces. 

Since nonsuch handover 
seems Ekeiy, however, the ques- 
tion is regarded as academic. 

The decision by the Ulster 
Unionists not to allow Jeffrey 
Donaldson, tbe anti-agreement 
MP, to stand for the assembly 
was attacked by. John HunteT, 
who also oposed tbe deal and 
who has alreacfy secured an as- 
sembly nomination. 

In a quietly combative BBC 
interview, Mr Hunter said splits 
were developing in the party, 
saying the Donaldson decision 
had been a mistake, which 
showed there were those in 
the party who were not inter- 
ested in unity. 

He added: “Jeffrey Donald- 
son reached out the hand of 
friendship, saying he wanted to 
see party unity. This is hardly the 
best way to display parly unity.” 

Mr Hunter's intervention is 
seen as a dear sign that ele- 
ments in David Trimble’s par- 
ty do not accept the referendum 
result as final, and may become 
increasingly vocal in their op- 
position to the party line. . 

Tbny Blafrl'tne Prime **Gn- 
ister, is due in Belfast again next 
week. He will also go to Dublin 
forthe first time ance taking of- 
fice. The .assembly elections 
will be hekLon June 25. 



Mah^chikfren have had ibo overcome the trauma of the Troubles Photograph: Alan Lewis 
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Northern and eastern Scutari will be cool arridoudy 
with restorers, and heavier showers may each 
sadh-rastem Scotland this ewnhg. WstemScofaid 
wiB haffi a better chance of sun, bU the® be sharp 

showers arouri. England and Wales will have awBier 
very diowery day wflhftiebest of aiy sutimein the 
wresL Soma of the showers vriS be tray wtfi Bunder; 
and a band of more organised ttnndeyidn oversoulh- 
east England this morning will spread nortwads. 
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Outlook for die next few days 
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WHAT A WASTE OF 


It can take 8 times more energy tomake a PVC window frame than a timber one. . .. 

-Once installed, timber frames can conserve more heat, So think wood. And $ave everyone's energy. 
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Troubles must 



By Kim Sengupta 


WHEN Dusty Spence was the 
commander of the Loyalist 
Ulster Volunteer Force prison- 
ers in the Maze, a new inmate 

was. sent to his wing. He had 
been found guilty shooting 
two people in the head He was 
still wearing his school blazer. 

It is one of tbe more extreme 

examples of where youth and 

laughter went in the past 30 years 

of Northern Irish troubles. 

Hundreds were tranmatKed, 
many for the rest of their lives. 
A huge number experienced 
violence themselves or through - 

their femilies. iWo hundred and 

fifty seven young people under 
the age of IS were kffled. 

It is against this grim back- 
ground that the welfare agencies 
Save The Children, Bamado’s 
and the National Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelly to Chikfeen 
yesterday called for the appoint- 
ment of a Commissioner for 
Children in Northern Ireland 

The charities said: “Children 

have lived with the brutalising 
effects of the militarisation of 
their communities and have 
been harassed and abused by 
both poramilitaiy organisations 
and security forces." 

Boys and girls have seen 
their fathers and mothers exe- 
cuted by masked gunmen in 
their homes, people killed and 
mutilated in bomb explosions, 
teachers shot in classrooms, 
homes fire bombed, school 
buses hijacked and set on fire. 

In addition, children them- 
selves have been recruited by 
the paramilitaries and taken 
part in terrorist acts. 

A study by the University of 
Ulster showed that one in five 
children aged between 10 and 
11 had been near a bomb ex- 
plosion and one in five have had 
a friend or relation killed. 

In areas where paramili- 
taries have been particularly 
active, nine out of 10 school- 
children had seen hijacked 
vehicles set on fire, and five out 
of 10 had witnfSS^d^slIoRttBgr,:. 

Several other studies have 
shown that, as to be expected, 


constant -exposure to videhqe 

has led to depressio n, tartc 
amtiety, neurosis and aggres- 



sion. - -V 

Yet Marie Smyth, director of 
the University of Ulster's Cause 
of the Tbouble study, powtsout 

there are just ax dedicated p^ - 

cfaiatric beds for adolescentsLn 
the entire region. • 

Ms Smyth, whose 18-monfli 
research project formal Iheba? 
sis of tbe charities appeal yes- 
terday, said: “The resources for 
dealing with children’s psycho- 
logical problems are woefully 
inadequate and the issue ones 
out for a lot moce to be 

The charities said ch^^be 
Northern Ireland Secretary,- 
Mo Mowlam, has been very 
sympathetic and theyhope she 
will back their cailfora com- 
missioner. 

Tbgether, the? iKCveingah- 
ised a conference, which start- 
ed in Belfast yesterday, wfrefe 
children from across theJEuro- 
pean Union have met with the 
children of Ulster for a series 
of discussions and seminars. 

The areas on the edges /of 
Belfast’s sectarian divide bas 

seen some of the worst of the vi- 
olence, and it still goes on. 

Michael, 14, was bom and 
grew up in Andersonstown..He 
has a brother serving a prison 
sentence for Republican para- 
military-connected offences. 

He said: “We all like to think 
it's going to get better, but yon 
can never be too sure. My mam 
cries a lot about my brother be- 
ing inside, and I feel sad as well 
because we were very dose. 

“If you grow op around here 
you see bombs, you see cars be- 
ing set on fire. You may get used 
to it, but it's no way to live." 

Fmma Carpenter; 17, a 
Protestant from north Belfast, 
said: “Of course kids are going 
to have psychological problems 
growing up here. My little 
brother used to get very scared 
at the sounds of bomhs going off 
and wet the bed.” 

“But perhaps if we have 
pedce-^’hj^azh tyfijgget all 
this. People tend to forget the 
bad things in life." 


MICHAEL 

HANLON 

WEATHER 

WISE 


WARMER or cooler? It de- 
pends on your viewpoint. 
From the ground, measure- 
ments indicate that the Earth 
has been getting steadily 
warmer - by between 03C 
and 0.6C over the past 1(K) 
years. This warming has been 
largely attributed to the effects 
of man-made carbon dioxide 
and other chemicals. 

Controversially though, 
from space, things look a lit- 
tle different. Satellite mea- 
surements of temperatures 
in the lower atmosphere show 
no warming trend, and reveal 
a slight global cooling in the 
past three decades. Analysis 
of the satellite data reveals 
that the greatest impact on 
global tempera Lures seen re- 
cently has been the works of 
wholly natural events such as 
the extreme El Nino episodes 


of 1983 and 1997, and the 
eruptions of volcanoes like El 
Chi chon and Mt Pinatubo. 

Greenhouse advocates 
may doubt the satellite data, 
insisting the computer mod- 
els which predict a steep tem- 
perature rise resulting from 
the near doubling of CO; 
seen this century must be 
correct. In other words, the 
satellites must be wrong. 
Trouble is, the data have been 
checked and rechecked, and 
no errors have been found. 

One answer may lie in the 
behaviour of the lower at- 
mosphere in the tropics. It was 
assumed that radiation from 
the surface is the main process 
by which heat may be lost from 
the Earth. But there bas been 
a growing realisation that 
evaporation and convection 
processes are more impor- 
tant as ways of transferring 
heat into space. The effects of 
water vapour - the most im- 
portant greenhouse gas - are 
poorly understood. Areas of 
the atmosphere with ex- 
tremely low humidifies can act 
as holes in the greenhouse, al- 
lowing energy to freely radi- 
ate into space. Vife need to take 
into acconnt such effects. 
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A new CD costs £14.49. 
Or, you could download 
it for free on the Internet. 
No wonder the music 
business is sounding off 
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! OK Website: BacHohead 
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Fans can visit Raxfioheacfs Internet site above and, from left; Led Zeppelin, The Beaties and Nirvana 


By Paul McCann 

Media Editor 


ROCK STARS and record 
companies lined up to complain 
yesterday that fans download- 
ing free music from the Inter- 
net is costing them millions 
and could kill off the British 
music industry. 

Launching a new lobby 
group, British Musical Rights, 
record company bosses blamed 
the telecom industry for un- 
dermining its business and 
called on the Government to set 
up a task-force to strengthen in- 
ternational copyright agree- 
ments. 

Beatles producer Sir George 
Martin and Ashley Slater of the 
band Freakpower gathered with 
record company executives be- 


cause of the threat to their in- 
come posed by fans placing 
CD-quality recordings on the 
Intern eL Anyone with the right 
technology can download their 
music and keep it for free. 

Slater, whose band had a 
number one hit with u Thne la 
Turn On Cop”, said: “If my 
copyright isn't protected I go out 
- a little twinkly light in the Cbol 
Britannia sign goes out - and 
I'm just one of tens of thousands 
of musicians who rely on that 

“It’s virtually impossible to 
earn money through touring. 
After four years we stQl owe our 
record company £350,000.” 

William Booth of Sony Mu- 
sic said: “My company invests 
millions of pounds each year in 
new writing talent and new 
composers and to recover that 


money we need to be paid. If we 
don’t get paid because it goes on 
the Internet we can’t continue 
to make that investment in new 
talent and we can't continue to 
pay people to collect money for 
those new composers.” 

Internet service providers 
and telecommunication com- 
panies which carried the elec- 
tronic messages should share 
some responsibility, he said. 

At the heart of die industry’s 
worries is a new digital software 
- freely available on the Inter- 
net - known as MP3 or MPEG, 
which can take as little three 
minutes to download a song in 
perfect digital CD quality from 
a web ate. 

Most MP3 sites are created 
by fans in their bedrooms hap- 
py to share their rare tracks and 


bootleg versions. MP3 afi- 
cionados trade songs and whole 
CDs - if you don’t bring some- 
thing to trade it is known as 
“leeching". Nevertheless, MP3 
versions of CDs get left on the 
web for anyone to download. 

And it only takes one Inter- 
net address for a CD of a 
popular band to become well- 
known and thousands of copies 
can be made and thousands of 
potential sales lost. 

In America the record in- 
dustry, led by David Geffen of 
Geffen music, has clamped 
down on MP3 sites, using copy- 
right legislation to close as 
many as 250. However, the 
British record industry was told 
yesterday that as many as 26,000 
sites exist on the World Wide 
Web. 


The problem for the au- 
thorities is that once closed 
down fans can set up a new web 
rite or they can disappear into 
the myriad so-called “chat 
rooms" and discussion zones of 
the Internet where they can ex- 
change their music without be- 
ing traced. 

“It can feel quite seedy,” 
says Internet journalist Simon 
Whldmao. “You chat for a bit 
and then ask them if they have 
anything to swap. They usual- 
ly have Pearl Jam or another 
American band, either that 
or you get directed to an ad- 
dress for a rite in Poland where 
you can get a free Spice Girls 
CD.” 

The overwhelming numbers 
of young American men using 
the Internet means that the 


bands with the largest numbers 
of free music rites devoted to 
them tend to be guitar bands 
like Metal lica and Nirvana 
which has 3,462 MP3 rites com- 
pared to Bob Dylan’s paltry 546. 

In the UK, the British 
Phonographic Institute has act- 
ed to remove unlicensed music 
from just five rites - but such is 
the confusion over Internet 
copyright law that they acted not 
against students in a back bed- 
rooms but some of Britain’s 
biggest companies. BT, the 
BBC, Demon Internet and Vir- 
gin Net had all unknowingly 
placed music that could be 
copied on their sites and the BPI 
forced them to remove it. 

The irony for the music in- 
dustry is that the Internet is 
likely to be the distribution sys- 


tem of the future for music sales. 
Once record companies figure 
out an encryption technology 
that allows it to charge people 
for on-line music, it would have 
a way to sell CDs without the 
cost of actually pressing a 
record and keeping it in an ex- 
pensive high street shop. 

David Bowie and The 
Rolling Stones have invested in 
ventures overseen by Lany 
Rosen, a former record indus- 
try executive who has pioneered 
selling and marketing music 
on the Internet 

For less well known bands, 
however, the Internet provides 
a new way of reaching an audi- 
ence. Unsigned bands like Not- 
tingham’s Slug Oven have 
created their own sites with 
playable music that means they 


can reach more people than 
they ever wil] playing in the local 
pub. 

And not everyone agrees 
that the threat is yet so great 
“It is still a long way down the 
line that hardware that you can 
download on will be as ubiqui- 
tous as the hi-fi,” says John Har- 
ris of music magazine Select. 
And it’s wrong that the copy- 
right police should be stamping 
on 14-year old bedroom en- 
thusiasts.” 

One 25-year old on-line pi- 
rate music specialist is uncon- 
cerned about the new lobby 
group: “By the time they have 
changed the law to deal with 
MP3 there will be some new 
technology along that their law 
won't cover. It all changes too 
fast for them." 
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Woodward lawyer in 
row over guilt claim 


By David Usbome 

in New York . 


A LAWYER who represented ' 
Britiriiiiain^IxiuiseWxxlward 
yesterday rejected claims that 
' she tokl a United States police 
officer-whp arrested hex for 
drunken driving that she now 
beEeved; her diem guilty of 
murder;.-’-'.'; 

“If is not tnie,'TtTS a fabri- 
cation” lawyer, 

Elaine 'Whitfield^harp, insist- 
ed yesterday. 

' Ms Whitfield-Sharp, who 
admitted 1 the drunken driving 
offence in court in Massachu- 
setts on Tuesday, was the junior 
member of the defence team in 
: lastyeaz r slml ctfWbodward for 
Tim murder of baby Matthew 
Eappen,whidi drew" immense 
international attention.. 

TVbodwsid has Been living in 
the lawyers borne in Boston 
pending the' outcome of 

appeals. . : ; ; _ 

Ms Whitfield-Sharp was 
pulledpver for erratic driving 
last Friday." 

The-police officer involved 
is imderatobd to have stated in 
his official report that Ms Whit- 
field-Shaxp complained ofhav- 
_ mg been under unusual stress 
became she had reached die . 
condnsioh since the trial’s end 
that Ms Woodward was indeed 
guilty of murdeirog ths boy, who 



WWtfieJd-Sharp’s client, 
nanny Louse Woodward 

died frommassive bead wounds 
aged just eight months while in 
her care. - 
. The police report . was not 
publicly available yesterday, 
making- verification of. the 
officer’s alleged statement 
impossible. 

While such a dahn could be 
deeply embarrassing to the 
defence, . it could . have no 
material bearing on the case; if 
only because of Ms Whitfield- 
Shaip’s state of mtarication at 
the time. , 

Woodward was found gailty 
on 31 October last year of 
second-degree murder in the 


case and given a mandatory life 
sentence. 

Later, however. Judge Hiller 
Zobel reduced the conviction to 
one of manslau ghter and ruled 
that the 279 days she had 
already served in prison was 
sufficient punishment. 

Since an appeal hearing at 
the highest Massachusetts’ 
court on 6 March this year, 
Wbodward has remained in the 
state, forbidden access to her 
passport, awaiting foe outcome. 

The court’s panel of seven 
judges, which is expected to 
release its ruling any day, has a 
range of possible options, in- 
cluding confirming Judge 
Zobei’s decision, which would 
allow Woodward to return 
home, or reinstating the life sen- 
tence. 

Offering a starkly different 
version of what occured at her 
arrest last Friday, Ms Whitfield- 
Sharp said it was the arresting 
officer, a state trooper, who in- 
troduced Woodward to then- 
conversation. 

She insisted yesterday: *T was 
stopped and the trooper said to 
me: You have been drinking, 
because of the Louise Wbod- 
ward case.’ 

*T said: That was back in Oc- 
tober and tins is May.’ He then 
said ‘If yon have sex with me, 
TO let you offiT told him let- 
off” 


Tonsil 
patients 
put up in 
hotel 


CHILDREN who have had op- 
erations to remove their tonsils 

are bang put up in a hotel to 
free up hospital beds. 

Derritord hospital in Ply- 
mouth, Devon, is paying £60 a 
night for the children to stay in 
flie hotel with their parents. So 
far six have enjoyed bed and 
breakfast Just ten minutes from 
the hospital so that they can get 
back quickly if there are any 
complications. 

It is believed to be the first 
scheme of its sort in the coun- 
try and If it is successful it may 
be extended to other patients. 

Terri West, spokeswoman 
for the hospital, said the aim of 
the scheme was to free up beds 
rather than to save money on 
care. “This is stni very much a 
trial and it involves patients 
who do not need medical care. 
It is for their reassurance if they 
live some distance away from 
file hospital that they fed they 
can come back SC they need.” 

There are no medical facil- 
ities at the hold but the hospital 
soys they are not needed be- 
cause all of the patioots involved 
are 51 to be discharged. 

“Obviously nobody will be 
discharged unless they are fit 
to be,” said Ms West 


Transport Nicky Clark 
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Japanese Emperor’s visit: Former prisoners of 

Welsh chorus of 


war 


turn their backs as demands for apology and compensation grow 


disapproval 


greets Akihito 


SCORES of former prisoners of 
war turned theix backs in 
protest yesterday as Emperor 
Akihito arrived at Cardiff Cas- 
tle as part of his state visit to 
Britain. 

Many former British ser- 
vicemen, some decorated with 
medals and former prison camp 
badges, jeered as the Emperor 
and his wife - accompanied by 
the Prince of Whies - were dri- 
ven through the castle gates 
where they met local digni- 
taries and were entertained by 
a programme of traditional 
Welsh music from the Mass 
Choir of the Welsh Association 
of Male Voice Choirs. 

The protest by Welsh war 
veterans followed a similar 
demonstration in London on 
Tuesday when hundreds of 
PoWs turned their backs on the 
Emperor and his wife as they 
rode by with the Queen in a roy- 
al carriage. 

One of those who attended 
yesterday’s protest, Wyndham 
Jeremiah, 78, from Newbridge, 
said he was pleased with the way 
it had been carried ouL “Tt is the 
only form of protest we have 
got. I was a bit surprised about 
the booing but turning your 
back on the Japanese is an in- 
sult and that's what we wanted 
to do. We ex-servicemen usually 
protest in a quiet way." 

Oliver Davis, 82, also from 
Newbridge, said he felt he had 


done his bit in protesting at the 
Emperor’s visit. He said: “I 
wasn’t in the Far East but I am 
here for those who were. I was 
in the Royal Pioneer Corps in 
Europe but I felt it was my duty 
to be present today. 

“I don't think we win achieve 
anything but it is stHl good to 
make a stand.” 

One former PoW bumped 
into the widow of a fellow ser- 
viceman who spent three and a 
half years with him in camps in 
the Far East. 

Glyn Thomas, 76, from 
Neath, recognised the number 
on a prison camp ID badge 
pinned to the jacket of his fel- 
low inma te’s widow. 

Monica Yabsley was at the 
protest on behalf of her husband 
Ray, an ex-RAF man who died 

11 years ago. 

She said: “It was lovely to 
meet someone who went 
through the same thing as my 
husband." 

Japanese teacher Sachi 
Ebisu, 21. from Osaka, said she 
was “saddened” by the protest. 

Currently teaching Japanese 
in Cardiff, she said: “I hope this 
doesn't strain relations between 
our two countries. 

“I do not t hink the Emper- 
or has the responsibility for what 
happened during the war be- 
cause he was just a little boy. 
Many soldiers used the name of 
the Emperor, but after the war 


they were killed for the crime 
of abusing his name. 

“I feel very embarrassed 
about this insult to him.” 

A handful of war veterans 
held up a Union flag and turned 
their backs as the Emperor 
and Empress left the castle 
yesterday afternoon. 

Several hundred spectators 
raised a muted cheer as the mo- 
torcade drove away. Banners 
were held up bearing the mes- 
sages “apologise”, written in 
Japanese, and “compensate our 
es-PoWs”. 

Liberal Democrat MPMark 
Oaten, co-chairman of the all- 
party parliamentary group on 
Far East prisoners of war, 

c laimed yeste rday that the Em- 
peror bad moved closer to- 
wards an apology. 

Mr Oaten said: “The Em- 
peror’s sympathy with former 
PoWs is becoming increasing- 
ly dear as his visit progresses. 

“Inch by inch, the Emperor 
and his entourage have moved 
towards an apology, and I con- 
gratulate them an this sympa- 
thetic approach. 

“Now that the Emperor has 
seen at first hand the strength 
of feeling that exists in this coun- 
try, he surety must make his gov- 
ernment realise that unless 
there is a dear apology from 
them, there will always be a 
thorn . in the side of Anglo- 
Japanese relations.” 



Emperor Akihito hi the grounds of CartfifT Casde yesterday. Right: Frederick Chandler, one of the veterans who protested outsde Photographs: Rob Stratton 


Ancient history in a modern world 


By Lesley Downer 


WHILE the British press gives 
front-page coverage to the 
veterans and their protest 
against Emperor Akihito ’s vis- 
it, the average Japanese news- 
paper reader is probably barely 
aware of it 

Japan, like Britain, has its 
right-wing press. The Sanhei and 
the Yomiuri, both staunchly 


monarchist and with a com- 
bined circulation of 12 million, 
described the PoWs' protest as 
an insult to the Emperor and at- 
tacked Britain for its barbarous 
colonial rule. 

But, says Satoshi Hashzmo- 
to, London bureau chief of the 
mainstream j4m/u newspaper, 
“Most Japanese do not feel of- 
fended or insulted. Emperor HI- 
rohito [Alrihito’s father] was 


special for Japanese, especial- 
ly the older generation. But to 
Akihito we feel indifference. 
People are more interested in 
the World Cup. 

“The Japanese government 
will never make direct pay- 
ment to the prisoners of war. 
But they could make the gap 
smaller. The Japanese should 
understand the agony and 
strong feeling of the PoWs. 


This is the same for Queen Eliz- 
abeth- She should apologise to 
the Boer Whr victims and to the 
Chinese people for the Opium 
Ware” 

Yesterday’s/tsahi gave front 
page coverage to the Emperor’s 
visit, with a picture of the Em- 
peror and Empress standing 
with the Queen and Prince 
Philip and the headline “Im- 
perial couple welcomed to 


Britain”. Only on the back page 
is there a picture of PoWs turn- 
ing their backs in protest. 

Apart from the World Cup, 
the big stories in Japan yesterday 
were the conviction of a mem- 
ber of the Anm cult responsible 
for the Tokyo subway gas killings 
and the glitzy wedding of pop 
megastar Seiko Matsuda. As for 
the PoWs - old news and fairly 
irrelevant to modern Japanese. 


HALF PRICE SALE 


plusL250 WORTH OF FREE HOLIDAY VOUCHERS’ 
EXTENDED - MUST END SATURDAY 5PM 



(AND A SERVICE THAT'S SECOND TO NONE) 


A unique 3D design & planning service so you can lake home a full colour plan"* of your new kitchen. 

An impressive 10 -year Guarantee on all our unique rigid carcasses for total peace of mind. 

20% off a wide range of top name appliances^ to complement your new Magnet fytehen. 

Once we’ve fitted your kitchen wc’li send out a design manager to make sure you’re 100% satisfied. 

For details of your nearest showroom call 0800 192 192 today. Please remember to quote reference IND35. 


Magnet 

j BUILT FOR. LIFE 


wwwanagnet.co.uk 
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IN BRIEF 


Fresh assault claims against 
Wormwood Scrubs staff 


INMATES at Wormwood Scrubs jail have made fresh claims 
of assault by staff the Prison Service confirmed yesterday. A 
governor at the west London jail is looking at one complaint 
and the police team already probing claims of brutality at the 
jail is investigating another, a Prison Service spokesman said. 

It is understood that another complaint about an attack 
by staff has also been made. A source familiar with the claims 
said they were of “medium-scale” assaults. “We are not talk- 
ing about repetitive brutality on the scale we witnessed be- 
fore, these were one-off assaults." 

Nine staff were suspended in March after an internal Prison 
Service inquiry was launched into claims that eight inmates were 
repeatedly assaulted by officers. The Prison Service spokesman 
said: “Prisons occasionally receive allegations made by prisoners 
about treatment by staff AD allegations are investigated by prison 
management or where appropriate the police.” 


Record fines after truancy 


A COUPLE have been ordered to pay record fines because 
their son has been playing truant from school, it was revealed 
last night. David and Karen Seaton were fined a £1,000 after 
being taken to court for failing to ensure 15-year old Steven 
attended Marple Hall School near Stockport. 

The order - imposed at Stockport magistrates’ court and 
in Mr and Mrs Seaton’s absence - comes as a boost to Tony 
Blair's crackdown on truanung pupils. Passing sentence mag- 
istrates said it was the “parents' responsibility to ensure that 
their child attended school”. 

Under the 1996 Education Act, the Department for Edu- 
cation and Employment requires that local authorities do every- 
thing within their power to enforce school attendance, and this 
can lead to prosecution. 


BBC crew detained in Yemen 


A BBC foreign correspondent and his crew were being detained 
by Yemeni authorities last nighL after they were discovered film- 
ing without permission. The crew have been held in Sana, 
the capital, since Tuesday afternoon. They were investigating 
the recent outbreak of abductions for BBC 2’s Correspondent. 
The BBC would not name the crew until their families had 
been informed, but the correspondent for the region, Rageh 
Omaar was named late yesterday as one of the team. 


Cut-price World Cup kit 


OFFICIAL England and Scotland World Cup shirts went on 
sale at reduced prices at Tfcsco yesterday in its latest assault 
on inflated prices for brand-name products. Tesco is selling 
the kit for 25 per cent less than other rciaflere. The shirts were 
bought secretly, without makers’ approval, from wholesalers 
in Europe in the “grey market”, which is so named because 
it is neither illegal nor accepted business practice. 


Joyriders wreak havoc 


JOYRIDERS caused thousands of pounds of damage when 
they went on the rampage — in a stolen armoured person- 
nel carrier. They smashed fences, ploughed through hedges 
and banks, flattened a forestry plantation, knocked down dozens 
of mature trees and trashed an ex-army jeep at Highlands Park 
outdoor centre in Wiltshire over the Bank Holiday we^nA 


^ — jv>-p ai nignianiK rark 

outdoor centre m Wiltshire over the Bank Holiday weekend. 

Students to repay hoax cash 


THIRTEEN fine arts students from the University of Leeds 
who were awarded a £1,126 grant by the unity's student 
union for a contemporary art show” which turned out to be 
a hoax tnp to the Costa del Sol, have told the union's exec- 
uuve committee that they are to repay the money tomorrow. 


Jesuits 
pay for 
priest’s 
appeal 


THE Society of Jesus is to pay 
the legal costs of a self-con- 
fessed paedophile to appeal 
against a conviction, h was con- 
firmed last nighL 

But the society said the move 
did not mean it thought Jesuit 
priest Father James Chaning- 
Pearce was innocem. 

The 57-year-old priest was 
jailed for five years in Septem- 
ber for indecent assault on four 
of his pupils at Stonyhurst 
Roman Catholic college in 
Lancashire. 

He admitted assaults on three 
of them but denied a number of 
attacks on one boy, now aged 21. 

He intends to appeal against 
that conviction and the Society 
of Jesus will pay his legal costs, 
said Fr Ian Tbmlinson, Provin- 
cial Secretary for Great Britain. 

“We are not supporting his 
appeal because we think he is 
innocenL He thinks he is inno- 
cent and so in some sort of jus- 
tice he has a right to have that 
tried, doesn't he? 

“Wc don't go around select- 
ing people to support. He's a 
member of the society and so 
a member of a family. He’s a 
member of the society and 
that’s a full-time experience,” he 
added. 

“We simply do our best to 
make sure that we help him to 
be a person that does not offend 
again." 

He went on: “When be leaves 
prison someone wD have to look 
after him and we will do that" 

At his trial at Preston Crown 
Court, Judge Reginald Lockett 
told Chaniog- Pearce: “You 
committed these offences over 
a period of time when you 
were in a position of special 
trust with the boys.” 

Chaning-Pcarce assaulted the 
four boys, aged between 12 
and 16,inhisstudyandtnatree 
house in the school grounds. 

The boy whom the priest de- 
nied assaulting told the courthe 
felt “scared and sick” after the 
attack. 

Chaning-Pearce was removed 
from the school in 1995 when 
a letter was received com- 
plaining about similar behaviour 
when he was working overseas 
a decade earlier. 

Police were noL called in un- 
til a year later after parents of 
one of the boys contacted the 
school to report an assault 

The judge told the priest he 
would remain on the national 
register of sex offenders for life. . 
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Power struggle plunges 
Newcastle into crisis 


.1 


By Peter Thai Larsen and 
Simon Turnbull 

NEWCASTLE United ap- 
peared (o be id crisis last night 
as two directors walked oat of 
the troubled football chib after 
apparently losing dot in a pow- 
er struggle with multimillionaire 
businessman Sir John HalL 

The departures have 
spatked a fresh bout of con- 
troversy at the end of what has 
been one of the most dismal sea- 
sons the club has ever endured. 

Newcastle United pic - the 
holding company for the foot- 
baU dub -announced last night 
that Sir Tfcrenee Harrison, a re- 
spected industrialist, was step- 
ping down as chairman of the 
board, John Mayo, a senior ex- 
ecutive at GEC, the electron- 
ics giant, has also resigned. 

Sir Terence is believed to 
have left after dashing with Sir 
John, who returned from semi- 
retirement last March following 
the scandal involving his son 
Douglas and Freddie Shepherd. 
The two directors resigned in 
shame after the News of the 
World newspaper caught them 
making derogatory remarks 
about the dub’s players and fare 

Initially, Sir John said he 
would only stay until 31 March. 
However, he has now indicated 
that be would like to cany on as 
chairman of the football dob. 

Sir Terence's departure is 
likely to spark a fresh crisis of 
confidence in Newcastle Unit- 
ed in the City. On the Stock Ex- 
change yesterday, shares in the 
club, which were priced at 135p 



when the dub floated last year, 
slipped lp to 85.5p. All but one 
of the directors who were 
brought in when the dub de- 
rided to float on the stock 
market have now IefL. 

The disunity at Newcastle 
United can be traced back to 
before the turbulent season. On 
7 January last year, the night 
Kevin Keegan d eared bis per- 
sonal effects from the manag- 
er's desk, it was dear that all was 
not well at St James' Park. 

In five years as manager, 
with the help of Sir John's 
large chequebook. Keegan took 
the dub from the brink of the 
old Third Division to second 
place, behind Manchester Unit- 
ed, in the FA Carling Premier- 
ship. He left acrimoniously, 
later citing the dub's preoccu- 
pation with a stock market 
flotation as the reason. 

‘The flotation had taken 
over everything," he said, “even 
the most important part of 


Newcastle United - the team." 

Disgruntled supporters were 
initially placated by the si gnin g 
of Kenny Dalglish, who piloted 
“the Magpies" into the Euro- 
pean Champions' League and 
to the heights of a famous vic- 
tory against Barcelona last Sep- 
tember. Since then, however, 
the dub has been in frec-falL 
The Toon Army, as New- 
castle’s supporters like to be 
known, watched the beloved 
cavaliers of the Keegan era 
metamorphose into Dalglish's 
unloved roundheads. Strug- 
gling to score goals, even when 
Alan Shearer returned after 
surgery, the runners-up of last 
season missed relegation by 
just four points. They also lost 
the FA Cup final to Arsenal, but 
Newcastle travails on the pitch 
have only mirrored those off it 
Last January the dub be- 
came a national laughing stock 
for protesting about having to 
play an FA Grp tie away to the 


non-League dub Stevenage 
Borough. “Is Kenny Dalglish a 
big girl's blouse,” Jeremy Pax- 
man pondered on the BBC's 
Newsnight programme. 

Then followed a fracas be- 
tween Shearer and Keith Gille- 
spie. which ended with the 
latter in hospital. It came as a 
surprise, therefore, that Shear- 
er should be pilloried as “Mary 
Poppins" in the News of the 
World investigation that led to 
the resignations of Freddie 
Shepherd and Douglas HalL 

The scandal of the directors’ 
scoring spree in the brothels of 
Europe, and the derisory re- 
marks attributed to them was 
followed by uproar when Shear- 
er escaped punishment by the 
Football Association after kick- 
ing the head of Leicester Gty's 
Neil Lennon in a game. 

Afteryesterday’s upheaval at 
St James' Park, the bewildered 
fans are woodering whence the 
next blow is going to come. 



What are Newcastle fans to think? Sr John Hall (above), who returned from semi-retirement after the scandal over his 
son Douglas and Freddie Shepherd, is believed to have triumphed in the struggle with Sir Terence Harrison (above left) 




Coming soon: the genetically engineered No warnings 
banana that can save Third World children of modified 

soya in foods 


Scientific developments can sometimes [Modified genes, now and in the tutu re 
comes in threes. Charles Arthur reports 




SOMETIMES in science, 
things do not happen singly, but 
come along in threes, like bus- 
es. Earlier this week the giant 
agribusiness company Mon- 
santo announced that it has 
worked out how to generate 
cotton that is naturally blue. 

Meanwhile, clinical trials 
with people in Baltimore have 
shown that a genetically-engi- 
neered potato can confer resis- 
tance to “traveller’s diarrhoea” 
caused by varieties of the E.cob' 
bacterium. And today in the sci- 
ence journal Nature , a team 
from the University of Exeter 
announce that it has finally 
worked out how plants pro- 
duce vitamin C - opening the 
way, it says, to genetically-engi- 
neered versions of the fruit 
which produce far greater 
amounts of such useful vitamins. 

Biologists are increasingly 
able to map oat the locations 
of every gene in a plant or bac- 
terium, and they are increas- 
ingly sore what each of those 
genes does, and how they in- 
teract At the more complex 
level of the functioning bac- 
terium, plant or - ultimately - 
human being, our knowledge is 
also advancing in leaps and 
bounds. So mew applications, 
such as the three listed above, 


are becoming almost routine: 
scarcely a day goes by without 
some announcement from a 
company involved with genes. 

But while gene-jeans may 
exrite casual interest, the real 
focus is on altering plants so 
that they will become truly 
useful “factories" for chemicals 
such as vaccines; or simply 
making them more fertile, so 
that the same land area can 
feed the ever-expanding num- 
ber of mouths in the world. 

Potentially, the first of those 
applications could cut through 
many of the problem of immu- 
nisatioo in developing countries. 
Rather than having to organise 
widespread campaigns involving 
injections - with all the atten- 
dant problems of sterilisation 
and distribution of syringes and 
refrigerated vaccines - health 
workers would simply provide 
genetically-engmeered crops. 
By eating the produce, people 
would immunise themselves 
agamsr diseases such as he- 
patitis, malaria and rabies, and 
childhood diseases such as diph- 
theria, rubella, and measles. 

Similarly, the Exeter team’s 
unravelling of the “chemical 
pathway” by which plants make 
vitamin C is a key advance 
which ends a 40-year search. 


•HavrSavrtonrato The firet genelcaly*en|Jneerad consumer food, made by Monsanto. B has a longer sMf 
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crops can be sprayed without taming them 


• ’Vactiae potatoes' 


SOON 


•NatsraBy bfaie codofl 

• Bananas and MB 
confakMQ vacctaes 

■ SapervtofflrintroBs 

•'Pham' animate 


EVENTUALLY 


• Oral vaccines from fruits to replace Injections 
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Containing gene taken from blue flowers to give the cotton boS a blue tinge before it is 
woven Into jeans. Fran Monsstto. 

Inckxfeg genes from haimfel viruses, so that the body produces antibodes to the vims 
without having to be exposed to it fully 

Oranges, lemons efle which overproduce their normal trace amounts of vitamin C, E. etc 

Widespread use of (cloned) farm ansnals such as sfcsap to praducB pharmaceutically 
usaW chemicals- QJnlod toals of such chenrcate are now underway. 


“In the long run it means, if 
people so wish, that we can ge- 
netically engineer plants to 
have altered vitamin C content. 
That has potential benefits in 
both nutrition and for the abil- 
ity of plants to withstand vari- 
ous kinds of environmental 
stresses that would normally re- 
duce crop yield, ” said Nicholas 
Smirnoff a lecturer in plant bio- 
chemistry who led the research 
at Exeter. 

“Until we made our discov- 


ery it was essentially impossi- 
ble to do that, but dow we know 


the pathway, we can identify the 
genes involved." Within the 
next year they should be able 
to begin experiments to genet- 
ically boost the vitamin C con- 
tent of fruit and vegetables. 

The idea of “edible vac- 
cines" is not limited to acade- 
mia , though. It is big business. 
Among them is Cambridge- 
based Axis Genetics, which is 
working on a number of 
schemes to coax vaccines out of 
transgenic plants. 

There axe -two main ap- 
proaches,” said Iain Cubitt, 


chief executive of Axis Genet- 
ics yesterday. “First, engineer 
viruses that normally attack 
plants so they put proteins 
from disease-causing organ- 
isms on their surface, so that the 
plants produce a vaccine to 
them. Secondly, engineer the 
plants to make the vaccine di- 
rectly. Most of that work has 
been done in the US.” 

The experiment with ge- 
neticafly-engmeered potatoes, 
by the Bose Thompson Insti- 
tute of Cornell University, New 
York, is one outgrowth of that. 


“It’s taken five or six years 
to reach this stage," said Dr Cu- 
bitt. “Now, our main business 
is producing vaccines from 
plants." 

Doing that requires a three- 
way understanding of genes 
and organisms. Immunisation 
essentially teaches the body to 
watch out for particular pro- 
teins found on the “coats” of 
unwanted bacteria or viruses. 
This means that rather than in- 
jecting the whole organism, a 
particular protein can be iden- 
tified which will serve to alert 
the body of an infection. 

If you can work out which 
gene makes the required pro- 
tein, then you are just one step 
away from your target; all you 
need to do is find a way for your 
required plant to make it, by 
adding the gene to the plant in 
such a way that it is “expressed” 
in the fruit, skin or other use- 
ful part. 

Surprisingly, this is one area 
where the small start-ups - of- 
ten outgrowths of academic 
research - have an advantage 
over the big pharmaceutical 
companies. The big companies 
aren’t involved yet, because I 
think they have been cynical 
about doing things with plan ts. " 
said Dr Cubitt. 

Similar efforts are being 
made with standard crops: 
already, just IS crop plants 
provide 90 per cent of the 
world’s food energy. 


By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

COMPANIES that claim not to 
be using genetically-modified 
m (GM) soya in their food may 
be unaware that the products 
they are selling contain it 

The BBC programme The 
Big Dinner sent a food pared 
picked at random to govern- 
ment food laboratories in Nor- 
wich which runs a commercial 

GM testing service. One hi fire 
of the samples tested con- 
tained GM soya. 

Of the 20 samples The Big 
Dinner tested, 10 contained 
soya and of those 10, two - 
Bird’s Eye Southern Fried 
Chicken Nuggets and Ross 
Bacon Burgers - contained 
genetically modified soya. Nei- 
ther indicated this on the 
pa ck ag i ng. 

Michael Antoniou, a clini- 
cal geneticist who has worked 
in the field for 20 years said: 
*Tm very concerned - we are 
all u n witting guinea pigs for 
the GM food experiment. In 
the medical field a new prod- 
uct would be tested on a con- 
trolled group before being 
made widely available. This 
doesn’t happen with food.” 

The companies said that be- 
cause soya and GM soya were 


mixed in the US it was im- 
possible to tell whether the 
soya contained GM material or 
not. 

A spokesman for Ross said 
yesterday: There is no legal 
requirement to label geneti- 
cally modified food at the mo- 
ment We in common with 
other food manufacturers have 
agreed a voluntary code of la- 
belling. 

“VWe are changing ow prod- 
ucts’ labelling hot it takes 
time. It is impossible because 
all soya coming in now con- 
tains a proportion of geneti- 
cally modified material." 

A spokeswoman for Bird’s 
Eye said that the company 
was introducing voluntary la- 
belling of soya protein during 
the course of 1998: The entire 
food industry is malting use of 
soya protein sourced Grom the 
United States 1997 harvest 
which because the crop is not 
segregated by definition means 
that some of the material may 
be derived from GM soya 
beans," she said. 

The new labelling is al- 
ready featured on two of our 
products and the remaining 
products will cany the new 
GM labelling over the next few 
months according to onr pack- 
aging renewal programme.” 
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Select committee 


summons ‘fat cats’ 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


THREE directors who made 
personal fortunes totalling over 
£ 60 m from the sale of privatised rail- 
way leasing companies have been 
summoned by a Commons select 
committee for an inquiry into the way 
the taxpayer was taken for a ride. 

John Prideaux joined the ranks of 
the rail privatisation “fat cats" alter 
making £l5m from the sale of An- 
gel Trains to the Royal Bank of Scot- 
land. 

Sandy Anderson, a former BR 
manager, made £36m after leading 
the buyout of the leasing company. 
Forte rbrook, which the manage is 
sold to Stagecoach for more than 
JESOOm. Andrew Jukes made £15.9m 
from a stake of £1 10,000 in the sale 
of a third leasing company, Eveisholt, 
to Forward Trust 

All three directors have been 
called to appear next Wednesday by 
the public spending watchdog, the 


Public Accounts Committee, which 
is investi gatin g the privatisation of the 
three rolling stock leasing companies. 

The Tory chairman of the com- 
mittee, David Davis, isa former min- 
ister and ex-trouble shooter, with a 
reputation for tough talking jjje 
committee inquiry could em- 
barrassment for former Tbry trans- 
port ministers. Sir George and 
Sir Brian Mawhhmey - both now 
members of William Hague's 
Shadow Cabinet — who were re- 
sponsible for the sell-offs. 

But the permanent secretary at 
the Department of Transport, 
Andrew Turnbull, will be in the 
firing line over a damning report by 
the National Audit Office in March, 
this year, which said updated 
valuations were not made “because 
the then Government’s overriding 
objective was to privatise the rolling 
stock leasing companies as soon as 
practicable”. 

The row over the sale and the cre- 
ation of three multi-millionaires from 


taxpayers’ assets became an election 
issuclastyear, with the “fel cats” con- 
troversy contributing to the loss of 
credibility in John Moor’s govern- 
ment. 

The directors win be questioned 
about the findings in the NAO report, 
which estimated that the taxpayer 
had received £l.Sbn for companies 
which had a value of £2.9bn. It crit- 
icised the Department of Transport 
for Ming to include a dawbadk pro- 
vision on profits for any resale. 

The cross-party committee wQl 
also be questioning Hambros who ad- 
vised the Government on the sale, 
Brian Souter, the head of Stagecoach 
Holdings and others who bought the 


Royal Bank of Scotland. 

The NAO report said the pur- 
chasers of Eversbolt and Porter- 
brook were management and 
employee buy-out teams backed by 
financial institutions which aimed to 
realise a significant profit on invest- 
ments within three to five years. 



The Secretary of State for Defence, George Robertson, standing among troops from Ukraine and Poland on a joint training 
exercise at Stanford Army Training Base in Norfolk yesterday Photograph: Adam BudenPA 
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By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 
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NEARLY one in eight of the 
young people leaving the gov- 
ernment’s fla gs hip New Deal 
scheme have simply disap- 
peared, according to official 
figures released yesterday. 

Some may have gone to 
prison, others switched to al- 
ternative benefits, become 
pregnant, dropped out or finally 
acknowledged they had been 
working in the blade economy. 
Andrew Smith, employment 
minister, also acknowledged 
that an unknown number may 
have become destitute. 

Publishing the first govern- 
ment figures since pilots of the 
programme began in January, 
Mr Smith pledged to find out 
where the “disappeared” had 
ended up. 

He coaceded that the scheme 
so far had involved more carrot 
than stick. Just 35 of the 16,400 
participants had been the sub- 
ject of a “benefit penalty” for 
feDing foul of the system. A fur- 
ther 135 cases have been referred 
to an independent aegudicator to 
dedde whether the young peo- 
ple concerned should have 40 
per cent of their state payments 
removed. 

More than four out of 10 of 
the 18- to 24-year-olds on the 
scheme have secured jobs with- 
out any subsidy from the tax- 
payer, the figures revealed. 

Just over one in 10 have gone 
into jobs which carry a £60 a 
week subvention to the em- 
ployer from the state. 

Since those figures were 
compiled for 12 “pathfinder” ar- 
eas between January and 
March, the scheme has gone na- 
tionwide and another 18,000 
young people who have been 
out of work six: months or more, 
have joined the scheme. 

Mr Smith said the initial fig- 
ures should be treated with 


caution, but there were early in- 
dications that the programme 
was “popular with youngpeople 
and employers,” and that it had 
enjoyed an encouraging start 
He pointed out that one in 
six of the young people on the 
scheme had volunteered to join 
early before they had been out 
of work for six months. He said 
10,000 employers bad signed up 
to provide subsidised jobs and 
the initiative had exceeded ex- 


pectations. 

■ Figures from the pilot stage 
of the programme sbowed 
12,600 participants were still on 
the “Gateway” induction 
scheme which was designed to 
prepare the young people for 
one of four options: subsidised 
employment, full time educa- 
tion or training, a place on the 
government's environment task 
force or a job with a voluntary 
organisation. _ 

The Employment Minis ter 
conceded however that the “ul- 
timate test” would be how the 
programme compared with pre- 
vious schemes and that would 
not become clear unto the full 
results were available at the end 
of the year. 

Angela Browning, Employ- 
ment Spokeswoman, said she 
had reservations about the fig- 
ures and said that many of the 
“hard cases” were still at the 
Gateway stage and would con- 
stitute the real test 

Conservatives would wel- 
come the scheme if it provided 
real long term jobs for ex-of- 
fenders, the disabled and eth- 
nic minorities she said. 

The figures released yester- 
day showed that 2,000 jobs had 
been created from a pro- 
gramme worth £12m - £6.000 
for each job, she said. 

Her colleague David Willetts 
said the statistics seemed to 
show that young people had 
done no better under New Deal 
than they had done before. 


UK attacked over 
human rights policy 


With our latest 10% price cut off local weekday evening rails 
you can now have a 30 minute conversation for 45p. The price of a packet of crisps. 
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EXCLUDES BT CHAROECMtD AMO PUflUC MrmONE CALLS. 


THE United Kingdom falls 
short of international human 
rights standards. Amnesty In- 
ternational said today. 

The Government’s Human 
Rights Bill, going through Par- 
liament, will incorporate the Eu- 
ropean Convention on Human 
Rights mto UK law. But the hu- 
man rights pressure group 
Amnesty wants the Govern- 
ment to go much further. 

“The Government needs to 
ensure that its own house is in 
order if it is to have effective in- 
fluence on human rights in oth- 
er countries," Amnesty’s 
director, David Bull, said. 

Amnesty produced a report 
today to mark the 50th an- 
niversary of the Universal De- 
claration of Human Rights, It 
stands as a challenge to the Fbr- 
eign Secretary Robin Cook's 
claims to be following an ethi- 
cal foreign policy. 

The study highlights areas 

where the UK falls short of in- 

ternational standards on human 
ngnts and calls for the Gov- 


ernment to act on eight points. 

It says Britain should ratify 
and observe ail international hu- 
nian rights treaties and stan- 
dards and abolish the death 
penalty - which is still permit- 
ted, in theory, as a punishment 
for some crimes. 

The Government should 
also take every opportunity to 
raise human rights issues with 
international bodies such as 
the United Nations and Euro- 
pean Union and ensure human 
nghts issues are adequately re- 
flected in foreign policies. 

Inside the UK, evezy as^nm 
claim should be scrutinised 
carefully to ensure that for- 
eigner at risk of persecution are 

not forced to go home. Anns ex- 
ports must be continually mon- 
itored and controlled. 

. The Government shoukl also 

lOCFCflRf*. ‘i . 


r Mi-n-i UOU9- 

pareney of its human rights 
policies and decision-making, 
and support the establishment 


— rt — **• ssiaousnmeni 

ota permanent and independent 
international C riminal Court. 
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UNFORTUNATELY THEY’RE ALL 
GOING TO ONE MAN. 


EXTRA 


TICKETS. 


15,000 


WORLD CUP 


I over 
s policy 


Agency backs 
drug-test kits 


By Jason Bern ml to 

Crime Corregxxxferrt 


A NATIONAL drugs' agency 
yesterday defended the use of 
kits to test ecstasy and otber il- 
legal substances after the Gov- 
emmeut's drug “czar” criticised 
them as “immoral” and called 
for them to be banned. 

Keith Hellawell, the UK 
Drugs Co-ordinator, reacted 
angrily to the news that a com- 
pany was selling the kits for as 
little as £5 to people who want- 
ed to check phis and powders 
before buying them. 

The devices are sold by at 
least two f irms - the Green Par- 
ty anda private company -and 
can detect several drugs, in- 
cluding pure ecstasy or MDMA 
amphetamine and a hallucino- 
gen called 2CB. Use substances 
are identified by pouring a 
chemical on to a tiny amount of 
the drug, which changes colour 
and be compared with an iden- 
tification chart. ” 

Mr Hifflawdl said he wanted 
the lots banned “because they 
give people a false sense of se- 
curity. They do notmake ecsta- 
sy or any other ..drug, less 
dangerous. It seems to be an im-- 
moral money-making venture, ” 

. But Mike Goodman, direc- 
tor of Release, the national 
(hug and legal organisation, 
disagreed. “We believe these 
testing kits should be made 
avaibhks to young people. It’s 
a n HwmatiriTrrieas iire and has 


some benefit in reducing the 
amount of rogue drugp taken 
and allows people to have a bet- 
ter idea of what they taking.” 

However, be warned: “These 

kits arc not a panacea - they 
don’t tell you the strength of the 
drug, or what impurities are pre- 
sent. It should be used as part 
of a risk reduction policy.” 

One of the kits, known as 
Easy lest, which went on sale a 
couple af months agp via mail or- 
der and the Internet, has already 
sold about 2,000 at £5 each. The 
kits can recognise six different 
types of drugs, and can be used 
about 15 times. The Green Par- 
ty product costs £15, or £34 for 
a more accurate model 

The devices were first devel- 
oped in the Netherlands and 
used as a method of detecting 
adulterated pills. Dealers fre- 
quently mix drugs such as speed 
with other substances, including 
baking soda or headache tablets 
and by to sell them as ecstasy. 
Several deaths have been linked 
to the muring of unknown drugs. 

. Dylan Hump; who sells the 
East Tfest kits, told the BBC Ra- 
dio 4 Today programme: “We 
are not encouraging people to 
. use the drug; merely providing 
more information about the 
drugs they, are taking.” 

But Jan Betts, the mother of 
Leah Betts who died 'in 1995 af- 
ter taking ecstasy cm her 18th 
birthday,, said Mr Trump's 
claims were . “complete non- 
sense” and “irresponsible’'. 


Gi$* 5, accuses 
unj^; l2, of rape 


A FIVE-YEAR-OLD girl told 
a court yesterday hoW she was 
raped when she; wait out to 
'pl^mt^i^.l 2 i 5 ear-oki boys 
on a Sunday afoaaipon, 

through 

a die was 

taken in 

Leeds ■cp^^^^nber. last 
year 12- 


year-okfcwiiGfep 


i lived 


with andaho&erl ^year-old, 
. took it in tnrnstbhave sex with 
her. 

; The.gWf : a66^^ojsnow 
aged 13, has adcatfod indecent 
assault. The c^er.. bcyj^stai 
aged Oj denies *ap& ” ; 

Nidtoii^ Gani^efi; for the 
prosecutton,to^the jury itbat 
the girl [ kicked andforeasned as 
shewasiUp^He Mdthc_32- 
year-old raped the giri the first 


time and then threatened the 
girl's uncle that be would burn 
his clothes if he did not also 
have sex with the girL 

After the uncle had sex 
with her tiie first boy raped her 
for a second time. The girl said 
ihalsftejhougbtthe beys were 
gcm^^Jallher.. : - 
. .. <^B«iionedbydefencebar- 
ristetlinotiiyStrad, the giri cte- 
med she had been playing 
gam es ‘fri the cemetery ami in- 
sisted tiie bqysliadhad sex with 

bcr.ii . V „ 

' T|£e girTs uncle, givingev- 
i dealer for the prosecution, 
said had got on top of her 
- after. the other- boy - when 
he was threatened, but did not 
have foil sex. 

The case was adjourned' 
un til today. • 
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Channel 4 presenter defies criticism of programme that showed family cooking and consuming afterbirth 'to reflect rituals of other c 


Placenta-eating 

film attacked 
by TV watchdog 


By Janine Gibson 

Media Correspondent 


A TELEVISION show which 
showed people cooking and 
eating a human placenta has 
been criticised by the Broad- 
casting Standards Commission. 

In a report published today, 
the BSC television watchdog 
said that Tl' Dinners, the Chan- 
nel 4 programme presented by 
Hugh Feamley-WhittingstaJl, 
“breached a convention in a way 
which would have been dis- 
agreeable to many”. A BSC 
statement added that, despite a 
pre-transmission warning about 
the programme’s content, it 
“would have taken many view- 
ers by surprise”. 

Nine complainants felt the 
programme, which attracted 2 
million viewers when broadcast 
in February, was distasteful. A 
few referred to the practice of 
eating placenta as cannibalism. 

Mr Feamiey-Whittingslall 
said yesterday. “There’s noth- 
ing prescriptive about 7V Din- 
ners as a series; it’s a fairly light- 
hearted mix of cooking and so- 
da! documentary, it reflects all 
kinds of different approaches, 
including people who feel the 
need to break a food taboo. 

“If I wasn’t getting a num- 
ber of complaints I would con- 
sider I wasn’t doing my job. It 
was one of the stories I most en- 
joyed doing. There’s a lot of 
complacency in the way we ap- 


proach our diet and food pro- 
duction, which is why Tm quite 
happy to be seen eating squir- 
rels and. indeed, placenta. Peo- 
ple need to be shocked to make 
them think about the issues in 
eating food.” 

Of the family who ate the 
placenta in the programme, 
Mr Feamley-Whittingstall said 
that ft was obvious it was “a very 
meaningful thing for them, 
something they really believed 
in and not done for shock val- 
ue”. The dear family decided 
that, to mark their first grand- 
child's birth, family and friends 
would eat the placenta to reflect 
rituals and customs from other 
cultures. The idea was to con- 
struct a ceremony in which the 
guests would symbolically join 
in their gene pool by sharing 
part of the baby, Indie-Mo’s pla- 
centa. The family wrote to the 
programme's producers. Rico- 
chet Films, for recipe advice. 

Consumption of the after- 
birth can be traced to 1556, 
when a traveller to the New 
World reported that Indians ale 
the placenta immediately after 
giving birth. Cooking and eat- 
ing placentas is widely practised 
among native peoples of Brazil 
and certain Maori tribes. 

In Europe, h was regnariy 
added to chicken broth and 
served to recently delivered 
women until the mid-19th cen- 
tury. More recently, in her book 
Alternative Maternity, Nicky 


Wesson advised new mothers to 
eat the placenta to prevent 
post-natal depression. 

The programme’s re- 
searchers also contacted the De- 
partment of Health, which 
issued a statement: “If a healthy 
woman has given birth without 
any complications, there is no 
reason why she should not do 
this. It is a matter of personal 
choice.” 

Channel 4 did not respond' 
to the BSC statement other than 
to say char it stood by the pro- 
gramme, as it had throughout 
the furore it created before 
transmission. 


The presenter of TV Dinners, Hugh Feamley-Whittingstall, with the placenta dish, decorated with a model of a bally 
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Are Britain’s farmers right to moan? 



i 





TRACTOR dealers, feed mer- 
chants, fertiliser manufacturers, 
vets and a whole range of in- 
dustries dependent on agricul- 
ture joined Britain’s farmers 
yesterday in calling on the Gov- 
ernment to ad over the crisis in 
farm incomes, which nearly 
halved over the past year. 

The financial slump is now 
threatening the whole rural 
economy, they warned in a 
“rural charter’’ setting out their 
demands for action, which they 
signed and sent to Tony Blair. 

They urged him to move to 
bring down the high level of the 
pound on the foreign exchanges 
which is doing more than any- 
thing else to cut farm revenues. 
They are also seeking a meet- 
ing with the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, to press their case. 

The leaders of 25 agricul- 
tural trade bodies and organi- 
sations allied to farming, 
ran g in g from the British Agri- 
cultural and Garden Machinery 
Association to the United King- 
dom Agricultural Supply As- 
sociation, met at the National 
farmers' Union headquarters in 
London to highlight what they 
described as the “knock-on” ef- 
fect on the rural economy of the 
farming income drop. 

The falls have been sub- 
stantial: over the past year, 
farm incomes as a whole in 
Britain have gone down by 45 
peT cent and in some sectors by 
even more: the 12,000 lowland 
cattle and sheep farmers in 
England have suffered a 65 per 
cent drop. The farm gate price 
of wheat fell from £121.70 per 
tonne in January 1996 to £77.70 


Tony Blair is being petitioned by agricultural groups pleading poverty Michael McCarthy reports 



very difficult time forthetot^* 
couple of years, particnlai^,®:; 
the livestock sector," be»i% Jgg--- 
“Overall, farm incomes ’?=-:**- ■' 
been in decline for almost two VT-TOw. '• 







Farmers at Banbury cattie market, which b to dose. In Its heyday it was at the heart of the O xford shir e town and credited as being Europe* largest fivretocfc market Photograph: John Vfaos 


in January this yem; of milk from 
25p to 20p per litre; and of beef 
from £1.19 per kilo to 90p. 

“When the far ming in dustry 
is hurting, so is the rest of the rur- 


al economy,” said Ben Gill, die 
NFIfs president “We are call- 
ing on the Government and 
other key economic decision 
makers to act on the rural char- 


ter to ensure a vibrant rural econ- 
omy for future generations." 

The NFU said that the num- 
ber of tractors registered forroad 


months of 1998 fell by 47 per 
cent compared with the same pe- 
riod the previous year. Agricul- 
tural investment is forecast to feD 


use in the UK in the fira four by 37 per cent this year, and a 


survey of of leaders from in- 
dustries allied to forming re- 
vealed business confidence at its 
lowest level in living memory. 

However, Jack Cunning- 


ham, the Minister of Agricul- 
ture, yesterday denied that the 
rural economy as a whole was 
suffering. “I accept that some 
aspects of forming have had a 


decades, apart nom a ^ • 

temporary arrest m the - 

1990s. But 1 don’t accept. 
everyone in the countiy^g^^^ 
getting very much 
That’s noi the case. Rural 
employment fell In the ; 

‘ months by 4 per cent j ± 
The health and. strength Of 
the rural economy ‘^must gowa^ ^f^; ; 
beyond fanning”, he said, 
was why the Government w asfo ^ . ■■ ...y.jjfk 
Rising on issues sudi as nnal ^ ' : . 

transport, applying heahbactkm • 4 ' : 

zones and the New Dealfor the. - 
unemployed to rural areas, and . / 

concentrating European Uxfo» ^ r - . • 
funds on rural enterprises. . - " ' 
IromcaDy, the new protest 
horn the farmers and tbeirSup- - ; - 
pjying - industries came on a » Y. : 
day with some long-awaited ' - 

good news: the fust lifting of the 
HU beef ban prompted by the - . 

BSE scare. Exports of beef 
from Ulster, which comes from ■ 
-guaranteed" BSE-free herds, 
ran resume from next week, the 
European Commission said. . _ 
The restoration of trade ^ 
comes more than two years af- 
ter the mad cow scare prompt- 
ed the Commission to impose a 
worid-wide export blockade - 
the rest of the UK’s beef export 
market remains dosed for the 
time being. Ulster has been 
cleared because it has a com- 
puterised cattle monitoring sys- 
tem which Brussels says 
provides sufficient safeguards " 



; ; 



‘I see no investment in the land’ ‘The pressure is unbelievable’ 


A SHARP decline in Donald 
Arscott’s fortunes in the past 
two years has cast a dark shad- 
ow over his family's future in 
agriculture, writes Linas 
Gregoriadis. 

Like many fanners, Mr Ar- 
scott, who owns a 125-acre low- 
land farm in Devon, has seen his 
profits virtually disappear be- 
cause of BSE scares and the 
strength of the pound. 

His dairy and beef farm, 
near Honiton in the Black- 
down Hills, made a net profit 


of £28^00 in the financial year 
ending May 1996, but in the foi- 
lowingyear his profit margin fell 
to £5,021. He will be lucky if he 
has broken even in the last 12 
months. “My 79-year-old moth- 
er, who was bom on this farm, 
said to me recently, T have seen 
good times and bad times in 
farming, but I have never seen 
them like they are now’," he 
said. 

“The situation for farmers is 
diabolical- People say to us that 
we should have saved fora rainy 


day when we were having good 
times, but farmers don’t do 
that They invest their money in 
their farms to braid for the 
future. 

“Standing on my farm 1 can 
see haif a dozen farms in a sim- 
ilar situation. I can’t see any in- 
vestment going on in any of 
them.” 

Mr Aiscott, a 52-year-old 
grandfather, who admits be 
could sell up and live comfort- 
ably for the rest of his life in the 
worst case scenario, says he 

■Ht r" •* ii 


wants to build for his sons’ fu- 
ture. “There has been no in- 
vestment in the farm in the last 
12 months and I can see no in- 
vestment in die next 12 months. 
When you are in this business 
you look to expand all the time, 
especially when you have two 
sons.” 

Mr Arscott believes there is 
hope, however. “I think that if 

the pound comes down to a sen- 
sible level and we get the beef 
ban lifted, tijen thing s should' 
Stan to get better," 'be said. 


THE MOST recent setbacks in 
the industry’s fortunes have 
made life worse for William 
Jenkins, a Ttydsh hill fanner who 
has mad e noprofi t for six years. 

His q&lity of life continues 
to slip as me value of European 
Union subsidies and the de- 
mand for his animals falls. 

Mr Jenkins, who grazes 
sheep, cows, calves and horses 
on 160 leased acres in Black- 
wood, Monmouthshire, said: 
The stress ha^been unbeliev- 
able. We have bills in our house 


owing from Christmas because 
we haven’t got the money." 

Mr Jenkins, 48, says he 
vrouMnotwant his three daugh- 
ters to go into farming. “1 always 
wanted to be a farmer, but I 
would never want my children 
to go through these last few 
years. The pressure has been un- 
believable. My wife now works 
m a school, then does farm work 
followed by housework. She 
doesn't do it to take us on hol- 
iday to Florida. She works to en- 
able me to farm." Mr Jenkins, 


who rears animals before sell- 
ing them to lowland farmers, 
says combined circumstances 
have wrecked his livelihood. 

“Since 1 992 our EU subsidy 
for living and working in the hills 
has been eroded. Our ewe pre- 
miums have also fallen be- 
cause, although the price of our 
lambs has dropped in the mar- 
ket. the average cost of Iamb 
across Europe has gone up. 

“Because beef prices are 
the lowest they have been for 
the last 15 years, and the price 


of lamb is the lowest for 6 or 7 
years, lowland farm ers haven’t 
got the money to buy.” 

Closure of auction houses 
through lack of business “would 
be a disaster because, without 
competition, the supermarkets 
would have a monopoly". 

Mr Jenkins added; “People 
say, “why should farmers have 
a subsidy?’ If I can’t sell an an- 
imal in the market J still have 
to .feed it I’m losing more 
money all the time. It's, differ- 
ent from any other industry.” 
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Britain's oldest art institution is in the black and embracing change,says David Lister 


Euro rules threaten 
art market profits 


By Anthony Bevins 

Political Eahor 
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Up-ended art at the RA. An Antony Gormley statue, seen from the Royal Society of Chemistry Photograph: David Rose 


THE multi-million pound Lon- 
don art market is at real risk of 
being broken up by a new Brus- 
sels "tax”, both the Government 
and MPs said yesterday. 

In spite of protests by British 
ministers - Labour as well as 
Tory - and the European Par- 
liament. the Commission is 
pushing ahead with plans to im- 
pose an artists' levy of up to 4 
per cent on the resale of any 
work of art from next January. 

It is expected that the pro- 
posal could drive force sales of 
more than £370ra out of Lon- 
don - driving art owners off to 
auctioneers and dealers into 
levy-free havens like New York 
or Switzerland. 

The levy would apply to the 
work any artist who is an EU na- 
tional. or the national of mem- 
ber state who has been dead for 


less than 70 years. It therefore 
covers work by artists ranging 
from Picasso, Matisse and Cha- 
gal through to Lucian Freud. 

But a report from the Com- 
mons European Legislation 
Committee warned yesterday: 
“The Government appears to 
be short of allies amongst the 
other member states in its op- 
position to this proposal-” 

Marking their disapproval of 
the legislative process, die all-par- 
ty committee put down a protest 
marker, blocking British minis - 
terial a g reement Ian McCartney, 
the industry minister, indicated, 
however, that there was no risk 
of the move getting his vote. 

“The amended proposal 
makes no concession to UK 
concerns that the proposal 
would damage the competi- 
tiveness of London's interna- 
tional art market in relation to 
its main competitor - New 
York - and other third-counuy 


markets,” he told the MPs. K 
has been estimated that the 

levy would slash the earnings of 

London auctioneers and deal- 
ers by up to £6tar a 

the potential loss of about 5, oou 

jobs, and only £2m going to 
British artists or their heirs. 

“Moreover." Mr McCart- 
ney added, “experience abroad 

shows that the majority of artists 

would get little, if anything. Roy- 
alties would go mainly to well- 
known artists or, more likely? to 
their heirs. The costs of the pro- 
posal in terms of damaging 
Community art markets would 
considerably outweigh the ben- 
efits to individual artists." 

The European Parliament 
attempted to soften the Wow by 
suggesting new price bands, 
lower royalty rates, and royal- 
ties that would apply only to 
profits, rather than the entire 
selling price - but all those 
changes were rejected by the 


Commission. Anthony Browne, 
chairman of the British Art 
Market Federation, told The 


Royal Academy 
goes out on a 
limb to attract 
young audience 


TODAY is not only the start of 
the season for Middle Eng- 
land's painters. It is also the start 
of a cultural rehabilitation for 
Britain's oldest art institution. 

When the Royal Academy 
opens its doors in Picadilly for 
the first private view of the an- 
nual Summer Show, Sir Philip 
Dow son, the president, and 
David Gordon, the secretary, 
will be able to greet friends and 
sponsors, press and critics with 
beaming smiles and promises of 
a cutting-edge future. 

The institution is moving 
back into die Wade after mount- 
ing debts. Craigie Aitchison, 

the artist who resigned as an RA 
in high dudgeon last year, has 
come back to the fold "Sensa- 
tion", the exhibition of radical 
young British artists, attracted 
huge crowds. The latest elections 
to the academy show a spirited 
attempt to embrace the new. 
One new RA, David Mach, 
predicts "raunchy" times ahead. 

Six months is evidently a long 
time in art Last autumn, the 
Royal Academy was in crisis: the 
culmination of 12 months dur- 
ing which its bursar had been 

£1 m price tag on 
Gormley work 

A CENTREPIECE of the 
S limm er Exhibition will be • 
sculpture by Antony Gonn- 
ley, who has valued It at 

£lm, writes David Lister. 


lifesize cast-iron figures each 
weighing a tonne. The body 
casts are in the centre and 
around the outsides of the 
courtyard of the Royal Acad- 
emy. They were moulded 
from Gormley’ s body in 12 
distinct positions. Fourteen 
of the casts are suspended 
from the facade of Burling- 
ton House and neighbouring 
bnQdiagS- 

Hifherto the highest price 
ffimnum flgH flt inVtinn Iff the 
former ihxner Prize winner 
is £234M)0 l He sdd maqnettes 
of his Angd afthe North for 
£145,000 at the London Art 
Fair in January: v 

sent to prison far embezzlement 
of £400,000 ■ as the deficit 
climbed to £3m. Four acade- 
micians -resigned oyer "Sensa- 
tion” and there was nor exactly 
a rush to take th«r place. 

Rachel Whiteread, who rep- 
resented Britain at the Venice 
Biennale, was elected to the 
academy. But turned it down. 
Damien- Hirst added that he 
would never,. join such a 
"pompous and boring” organ- 
isation. There were pickets out- 
side the < !$ehsatidh n exhibition 
in protest over a depiction on 
the walls of Myra Hhacfley, the 
Moors Murderer. 

Norman Rosenthal, the ex- 
hibitions organiser, was cen- 
sured by a meeting of the 
Academicians. He said pub- 
licly he doubted that one of the 
resignees, John Ward, would be 
judged “a great 7 artist" Mr 
^iSkrd said: "I want his balls. I 


“ — sr- , . 

are saddled with is an internal 
market measure which is seek- 
ing to create a level playing field 
within Europe, while ignoring 
the global market in which we 
have to compete.” 

The move was completely u- 
logfryi, he said. If it was argued 

that the Germans were at a dis- 
advantage compared with Lon- 
don because they had the levy, 
the disadvantage would 

apply to London compared 
with New York, when the levy 
was applied to London. 

Mr Browne said: “The mar- 
ket will move and that is a 
shame because it is something 

we are very good at in this coun- 
try.” If Brussels wanted a level 
play ing field, he added, it would 
be much simpler to abolish the 
levy in other EU countries. 
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shall go on campaigning to get 
him sacked.” There were even 
reports of a fist fight between 
two of the Academy’s most se- 
nior officials. 

Imprisonment, fisticuffs and 
a threatened castration: it was 
not what Sir Joshua Reynolds 
had in min d 230 years ago 
when he established the art 
world's most senior body. 

Last year’s crisis at one stage 
looked like destroying the rel- 
atively new regime under Sir 
Philip Dowson, the architect, 
and David Gordon, the former 
ITN chief executive. The fault 
was not entirely theirs. Com- 
petition for the declining pot of 
sponsorship cash has grown 
ever more intense. 

With no permanent collec- 
tion of its own to lend, the Acad- 
emy needs all Mr Rosenthal’s 
celebrated network of contacts | 
to secure the best exhibitions, i 

The academy's membership | 
is indeed ageingand many of die , 
80-strong membership could , 
not understand why the Acad- 
emy was hosting an exhibition 
of young TUrks brought in from 
the Saatchi collection instead of 
honouring its own. 

The annual report shows 
that last year the Academy cut 
its accumulated deficit to £l-8m, 
returning an unexpected oper- 
ating surplus of £175,000. Sir 
Philip adds that plans for the fu- 
ture included a £100,000 feasi- 
bility study into taking over 
the nearby vacated Museum of 
Mankind, and turning it into an 
educational centre. 

The election of David Mach, 
42, a controversial sculptor re- 
sponsible for a £760,000 loco- 
motive made of house bricks, is 
a dear signal from the acade- 
my that it wants to embrace 
change, as do the elections of 
two other artists in their forties, 
Richard Deacon, a sculptor, and 
Stephen Farthing, the head of 
the Ruskin School of Drawing, 
at Oxford. 

Mr Mach says: “For me, it’s 
got to get rid of its conservative 
reputation. If we can chip away 
at that it's going to be quite a 
raunchy place. I don’t see why 
it has to be stuffy. They have to 
go for young people. You have 
to get younger sooner or later. 
It’s obvious because the rest of 
them are going to die.” 

That is lope of a sort. The 
academy's quest for youth, 
blockbusters and sharper busi- 
ness acumen also has a sort of 
logic to if. But it remains a 
short-term solution. The acad- 
emy,., which makes no pro- 
nouncements about the slate of 
art, and whose own school has 
lost its pre-eminent place in art 
education, has yet . to find a role 
and purpose in today’s mercu- 
rial art. world — a world which 
does not respect authority and 
tradition and, as Damien 
Hirst’s remarks showed, does 
not want to.be a member of an 
exclusive dub with no power 
and little authority. 

The present regime has not 
yet made a statement of chang- 
ing philosophy to accompany 
the improving balance sheets. 
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Firefighters 
reach for 


water guns 



WATER guns instead of unwieldy 
hoses are being used by 
firefighters for the first time in 
Britain in a pilot scheme in West 
Yorkshire. 

Firefighters at Leeds yesterday 
demonstrated how the guns could 
be used to put out a blazing car 
(pictured), and said that they 
would be particularly useful in 
areas where it was difficult to run 
hoses because of distance from a 
water supply. 

The water guns, which are 
made in Holland, are carried on 
the officer's back and run on 
compressed air, firing blasts of 
water from a 10-litre pack. They 
are said to work most effectively 
when used in pairs with the jets 
aimed at the base of a fire. 

If the West Yorkshire trials are 
successful, the water guns, which 
cost £2^00 each, will be used by 
foe brigades across the country. 

Photograph: Peter Byme/Guzelian 
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THEAA 


OWNED BY 


Because we are owned by our members, we don’t have to 
pay a penny to shareholders. That means we’re able to 
invest our income into improving our service to our 
members. After all that’s the job of the AA* The benefits 
speak for themselves. 


ITS MEMBERS 


We’re faster than ever - more patrols on the road and our 
investment in world beating technology meant the average time 
for our patrols to get to our members was just 35 minutes in April. 


RUN FOR ITS 


We fix more cars than anyone else - we train our own patrols 
and are able to fix almost 9 out of every 10 breakdowns attended, 
which means we get our members back on their journey again 
quickly and safely - saving them time and money. 


MEMBERS 


We look after you not just your car - with AA Personal 
Membership we cover you whatever car you're in, and we can cover 
your family members as well. 


We always put people first - we never forget that we are 
accountable to our members and put their needs first. 
Our member satisfaction now stands at record levels. 


ID OUR MEMBERS WERE IRE 4th EMERGENCY SERVICE 


TO JOIN 

OR RENEW 
CALL FREE 


AA 


999 


EXT 5734 


LINES OPEN 24 HRS 


OR VISIT YOUR AA SHOP 


OCCUPANTS of some of the 
best-selling JRar Eastern hatch- 
back cars face an “unaccept- 
ably” high risk of serious injury 

in accidents, according to the re- 
sults of offioal European crash 
protection tests. 

Popular Japanese car mar- 
ques Honda, Suzuki and their 
gnman counterparts Daewoo 
and Hyundai were ail cited as 
manufacturers that needed to 
“improve safety standards”. . 

Twelve- models were 
rammed into deformable walls 
to simulate crash conditions - 
part of the European New Car 
Assessment Programme (Euro 
NCAP) - at the Transport Re- 
search Laboratory. 

European car-makers 
topped the safety tables. The 
Audi A3, Renault Meganeand 
the VW Go tf achieved the max- 
imum four stars in the tests. Ex- 
perts said these car-makers had 
the advantage of newer models 
— white many of the far East- 
ern makes were based on older 
designs. 

This argument was used to 
explain the poor performance 
of the £17,000 Honda Civic. 
According to a spokesman for 
Honda, the model has been de- 
signed in 1992. “The Civic is in 
the second half of its working 
life — it is unfair to compare it 
with brand new cars," said a 
spokesman. 

Others chose to question 
the legitimacy of the tests them- 
selves. “These tests do have to 
be seen for what they are. They 
are not real life situations,” 
said a spokesman for Daewoo, 


whose £ll 3 (X»LanosfaiIed be- 
cause the driver faced an 

unacceptably high risk of chest 
injury*’. ' 

However, in an interview in 
this week’s Autocar magazin e, 
Professor Adrian Hobbs, chart- 
man of the Euro NCAP tech- 
nical workiDg group, defended 
the tests. 

Professor Hobbs said while 
the tests could not represent 
every type of accident, they did : 
represent the most, important 


uuvo. 

He also denied a suggestion 

t hat advice from car companies 
had been ignored. He went on: 
“We had a meeting in July 
1996 with the industiy, which 
was a technical meeting. It was 
not very helpful because the in- 
dustry basically came along to 
teO us why we shouldn’t do an 
NCAP programme." 

The real test for many man- 
- ufacturers will come this Octo- 
ber - when new models face 
tough new standards for side im- 
pact collisions. 

Even the best performers 
were far from perfect. The 
Consumers' Association said 
the Audi A3 - although one of 
the highest scorers and with a 
very stable body shell -stfil had 
room for improvement in the 
frontal impact knee injury area. 

“Car manufacturers have a 
long way to gi> to improve 
safely standards,” said Andrew 
McDwraith. editor of the CAs 
Which? Car magazine. 

He added: “Although weVe 
witnessed encouraging im- 
provements in car safety design, 
we hope these widely publicised 

tests will force manufacturers to 
take safety more seriously.” 


RAC ex-members 
try carpetbagging 


By Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs Correspondent 


MORE than 500 former mem- 
bers of the Royal Automobile 
Club have tried to rejoin since 
it announoed the sale of its road- 
side rescue service. Full mem- 
bers will get a payout of about 
£30,000 when the sale goes 
ahead later this year to the US 
company Cendant. 

The ex-members say they 
should be able to rejoin because 
the RAC has a provision in its 
rules giving automatic read- 
mission for those who reapply 
within three years of resigning. 
But yesterday the RAC said only 
those with frill membership and 
voting rights on 27 March, 
when they imposed a morato- 
rium to prevent carpetbagging, 
would be eligible for the wind- 
fall. While the dub would wel- 
come back former members, 
they would not be eligible for 
tbe payout, a spokesman said. 

“For those who have re- 
signed their membership, what 
the rules actually say is that if 
you wish to rejoin within three 
years you may do so without un- 
dergoing the formalities of the 
election procedure such as be- 
ing nominated by two existing 
members. It doesn’t mean you 
arc automatically a member. 


you still have to reapply.” Only 
the 12,000 fall members of the 
RAC, once known as the Vati- 
can of motordom, will benefit 
from the Cendant sale. They in- 
clude the Tory MPs Shaun 
Woodward and Peter Luff and 
the president of the Liberal De- 
mocrats, Robert Madennan. 
Others set to receive the bemus- 
es are the designer Paul Smith 
and former Formula One 
champion Damon Hill. 

Under its two-tier member- 
ship structure the 6 minion 
“members” of the rescue ser- 
vice, who contribute the bulk of 
RAC profits, wffl not benefit 
and need not be consulted. 

Overseas members are also 
excluded from the payout and 
have threatened legal action to 
force the RAC to extend pay- 
ments to them. Next week there 
is expected to be a High Court 
hearing at which Jeffrey Rose, 
the ousted chairman, wfl] seek 
an extraordinary general meet- 
ing, which the board of direc- 
tors opposes. 

The Automobile Associa- 
tion said disgruntled RAC 
members were turning to it, with 
figures up 50 per cent. Since 
launching an advertising cam- 
paign two weeks ago it had re- 
ceived 4,200 calls from RAC 
members. 
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Star Wars science brings space into close-up 


The first pictures 
produced by a giant 
telescope have 
stunned astronomers, 
writes Charles Arthur 

A TECHNOLOGY developed 
for Ronald Reagan's Star Ware 
missile defence system has de- 
livered astonishing results in its 
firet practical use — in the world’s 
biggest ground-based telescope. 

The European Southern 
Observatory (ESO) yesterday 
released the first image s from 
its £374m Very Large Tele- 
scope (VLT) project, which win 
use an array of four telescopes 
each 8.2m (27ft) across to pro- 
duce images of distant stars and 
perhaps their planets. 

Among the first images is a 
stunning picture of the Butter- 
fly Nebula, the remnants of a 
huge star that has blown off 
much of its hydrogen “fuel" in 
glowing gas clouds, while the 
original star has shrunk to a 
“white dwarf" in the centre of 
the picture. The details avail- 
able, from three exposures each 
lasting 10 minutes, is as good as 
any from previous telescopes. 

But this is only the begin- 
ning. When completed in 
around 2001, the VLT will con- 
sist of four identical telescopes, 
and be capable of resolving 
objects so liny that it is like pick- 
ing out an astronaut on the sur- 
face of the Moon, 400,000km 
(250,000 miles) away. 

The key to its powers of res- 
olution wfll be that the optical 
signals from the mirrors of the 
four telescopes will be com- 
bined, so that they function like 
a single mirror 16m across. 
That is bigger than any built on 
Earth and much larger that 
on the orbiting Hubble Space 
Telescope - and thus gives rise 
to its extraordinary resolution. 

The ESO team have far- 
sighted goals for it. One possi- 
bility is to capture images of 
giant planets that, scientists 
are increasingly sure, orbit 
distant stars in our galaxy. 

RiccardoGiacconi, director- 
general of the ESO, said before 
the first results appeared that 
“the VLTs investigations will 


The most powerful telescope in the world 
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...in theory, with the completed VLT 


shed light on how likely it is that 
conditions for the emergence of 
life exists in the universe". An- 
other aim is to look at light from 
stars formed when the universe 
was very young -perhaps just 5 
per cent of its present age. 

The Star Wars technology 
was originally developed by 
American military engineers 
to allow laser weapons to keep 
their beam steady on a missile 
“target”. Nowits use in the mir- 
rors of the telescopes means 


that they can be based on the 
ground rather than having to go 
to the expense of putting 
them into orbit, as with Nasa's 
Hubble telescope. 

Normally, ground-based 
telescopes have problems be- 
cause gravity makes their mir- 
rors sag, and they also have to 
compensate for the effects of 
the atmosphere, where air lay- 
ers make images tremble (mak- 
ing the stars appear to twinkle). 
TTie VLT overcomes this by us- 


ing tiny motors which can indi- 
vidually move elements of the 
mirror. A computer monitors 
the reflection of a reference star 
in some part of the scene in dif- 
ferent parts of the main mirror 
if that seems to shift, the mo- 
tor moves a part of the mirror 
so that the image remains sta- 
ble. The same system is also 
used to compensate for the 
sagging of the mirror under its 
own weight 

The ESO has also minimised 




atmospheric problems by build- 
ing the VLT on the summit of 
the Cerro Paranal mountain in 
the Atacama desert, Chile, one 
of the driest places on Earth. 

The UK (foes not belong to 
ESO, and has not been involved 
in the VLFs construction over 
the past 10 years. But non- 
member countries can partic- 
ipate, and individual 
astronomere can submit requests 
for telescope time. The As- 
tronomer Royal, Sir Martyn 


bt! 


Rees, of Cambridge University, 
thinks UK involvement in Gem- 
ini - a twin-telescope project, 
with 8m telescopes in Chile and 
Hawaii -makes up for it “It is 
a pity the UK does not have a 
larger stake in next-generation 
telescopes. But I am not sore 
whether the British community 
would wish to be involved in the 
VLT rather than in an other 
large- telescope project” 

■ A “sunquake” 40,000 times 
more powerful tban the earth- 


quake which devastated San 
Francisco in 1906 has been ob- 
served. it was disclosed yester- 
day. It was first proof that solar 
flares produce seismic waves in 
the Sun's interior similar to 
terrestrial earthquakes. 

However, a quake on the 
Sun is on a different scale from 
any on Earth. The one.spotted 
by the Solar and Heliospheric 
Observatory spacecraft pro- 
duced waves nearly two miles 
high, travelling at 250,000mph 


over the Sun’s surface. The 
quake, following a moderate- 
sized solar flare on in July 
1996, appeared like ripples 
spreading from a rock dropped 
into a pool of water. 

The finding s were reported 
in the Nature sriencejournal by 
researchers from Glasgow Uni- 
versity and Stanford Universi- 
ty, California, and presented 
at a news conference at the 
spring meeting of the American 
Geophysical Union in Boston. 
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BT Internet 

What’s more, you get all the benefits of subscribing 
to BT Internet including: 

• Easy to install software, including the browser IE4$‘ 

• A FREE CD ROM tutorial to guide you step-by 
-step and get you on-line 

• 24 hour customer service helpdesk, open seven 
days a week. Call anytime with any question 

And there are flexible packages, with a choice of 
two pricing plans to suit you: 

• Plan 180 - Just £4.70 a month (inc. VAT) for 3 hours 
Internet access with a free e-mail address 

• Plan Unlimited - Just £11.75 a month (inc. VAT) for 
unlimited internet access with 5 free e-mail addresses 
and 5Mb of web space if you want to create your 
own web site on the Internet 

• Fast and netiabteconnection 

With aU tins, is it arry wonder that BT Internet 
was votedNal ISP by 'What PCT* magazine? 
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Young stroke victims ignored because of age 


c 


By Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 

MORE than 1.000 people 
under 30 die from strokes in 
Britain eveiy year, and medical 
experts warned yesterday that 
many young suffers redo not get 
the help they need. 

Research presented to the 
European Stroke Conference in 
Edinburgh dispelled the myth 
that the disease affects only the 
elderly, revealing that 10,000 
people of working age suffer 
strokes each year 

Yesterday, acharity for your® 
stroke survivors. Different 
Strokes, called for more atten- 
tion to be given to their needs. 

Dona! O TCeUy, the director, 
said: “This is a problem that has 
been ignored. Many young sur- 
vivors do not receive full sup- 
port from the health services 
because stroke is perceived to 
be a problem of the elderly. We ■ 
help some of these people who 
were in the prime of their lives 
by teaching them to talk, walk 
and live a normal life." 

It is four years since Amanda 
Crawford had her stroke and 
she is still only 30. She went to 
bed with a headache and a 
blood dot started to dose off a 
vital artery in her brain while she 
was asleep. She got up feeling 
groggy and groped her way to 
the shower. Her father heard 
her dropping and breakiag 
things and burst into the bath- 


room. He took one look and 
rushed her to hospital 

Ms Crawford became one of 
thousands of young people 
struck down by the condition 
that is thought to affect Only the 
elderly. 

For those who survive, re- 
building their lives presents 
huge problems. Some have, to 
cope with a permanent physical 
disability and all have to live 
with the emotional scars of the 
trauma they have endured. 

Ms Crawford, who is Cana- 
dian and was treated in Tbron- 
to, has no memory of her first 
[wo days in hospital. She was un- 
able to speak or walk and her left 
side was paralysed. “For a long 
time I didn’t even know I had 
had a stroke. All the doctors 
could say was -you’re so young.” 

She had a brain scan and was 
given clot busting drugs. After 
10 days she was discharged and 
spent three months in a reha- 
bilitation hosteL When she re- 
turned home she decided die 
needed a fresh start and moved 
to England. 

"My sister and I had been 
p lanning to open a coffee shop. 
We had been looking at prop- 
erties and then this happened. 
I had been waiting to start my 
life. In hospital, the physio- 
therapists told me I could learn 
to hobble but I would never be 
able to run for the bos ag ain. 
When you are 26 that is not 
what you want to hear.” 


With a Combination of de- 
termination and expert help 
she has recovered all her fao j 
ulties, including the capacity to 
run, but she is still improving. 

“Tbloolc at me you wouldn’t 
know there was anything wrong 
but the emotional scars are 
still there. A lot of stroke sur- 
vivors have this problem. Soci- 
ety says they look fine but the 
experience is devastating.” 

She had connections in Lon- 
don so that was where she 
chose to begin her new life. She 
now works for Different Strokes 
as regional development officer, 
setting up self-help groups 
around the country. 

Each year ewer 120,000 peo- 
ple in the UK have a stroke for 
the first time. After one year, 
one third will have died, one 
third will have a serious disability 
and one third will recover. 

Ms Crawford was one of the 
lucky ones. But she lives with the 
fear of a second stroke. Doctors 
had no explanation of why the 
first occurred -she was not on 
the contraceptive pill which 
has been linked with blood 
dots, she was not overweight 
and she did not smoke - but it 
increases the risk of a second. 

“I have my blood pressure 
checked every six months, I 
make sure I stay fit and healthy 
and that fhena is nn Kmntring and 

no excessive drinking. 1 do wor- 
ry but I draft let it interfere with 
my life ” 



Amanda Crawford: To look at me you wouldn’t -know there was anything wrong but the emotional scars are still there’ 


Photograph: Brian Harris. 




BETACOM 

Cordless Telephone with 
Digital Answering Machine 

■ 10 number memory. 

■ Tone and drti 
Ramping. 

Model UBERO 2000. 
Was £89-99. 


SALE PRICE 


ONE- 2-30 Cl 




.99 


12 MONTHS UNE 
RENTAL 

CONNECTION FEE 
30 MINUTES OF FREE 
CALLS EVERY MONTH 



ERICSSON 

ON 6-2-30 Digital Mobile 

Phone Package 

■ Up to 120 mamtes 
taftwne/M hours 
standby time. 

■ 198 name and number 
memory. 

■ Caller Kfcntrfiati on. 

■ Buih-tn calculator. 

■ Fax and data compatible. 
Model PH388- 


PACKAGE PRICE 
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NORTEL 

ONE-2-30 Digital Mobile 
Phone Package 

■ Up to 13S minutes 
tdlkturWITO hours 
Standby time. 

■ 99 name and number 
memory 

■ CaDer display. 

Model NEVADA. 


PACKAGE PRICE 
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DIGITAL 

ANSWER 

MACHINE 


Plain Paper Fax with Digital 
Answering Machine 

■ ink tilm pruning technology 
m Ogiul answering machine with 

ID minutes recording time. 

■ to one- touch, 

30 two-touch dials. 

*10 tfwn automatic CURRYS PRICE 

document feed. 

Model 350. 
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'.99 
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Jail for man who took 
current from lamppost 


A SCRAP dealer was jailed yes- 
terday after being found guilty 
of diverting electricity from a 
Lamppost to supply his house 
and business. 

Ian Tbrdoff, 44, ofV&kefietd, 
West Yorkshire, who denied us- 
ing electricity illegally between 
1 June 1996 and 21 March 
1997 and damaging property be- 
longing to Yorkshire Electrici- 
ty, was sentenced to four months 
at Leeds Crown Court follow- 
ing a four-day trial 

Yunus VallL, prosecuting, 
told the court an illegal con- 
nection was found at the base 
of a lamppost outside TordofFs 
property with a cable leading 
into the premises. 

Engineers from Yorkshire 
Electricity said that whoever had 
connected the electricity supply 
to the lamppost had taken a 


considerable risk. TordofF said 
he had no knowledge of the il- 
legal connection and claimed he 
used generators to power the 
home be had lived at for eight 
years. 

Passing sentence. Assistant 
Recorder Jennifer Kershaw 
QC, told Tbrdoff that stealing 
electricity was a serious of- 
fence and the connection he had 
made to the lamppost had put 
others at serious risk. 

Tbrdoff also received a three- 
month jail sentence, to run 
concurrently, for the damage 
offence. 

Scott Wilson, defending, said 
his client was a hard-working 
man seeking to provide for his 
family. He said less than £1, 000- 
worth of electricity was in- 
volved. No order for 
compensation was made. 
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DAILY POEM 


An Unlove Poem 

By Julio Whitby 

Not sure / want you anymore. 

In my mouth, stale dry taste of cigarette, 
in my head, unspoken memories 
of one-night stands, chipped cups 
and broken promises. 

Not sure about you anymore. 

The jilted lay-bys littered with condoms 

and English badly spoken: 

the cities noisy, greasy with 

preposterous Pizza Parlours 

and not one, spiralling mistily, 

cathedral 

Oh where has gone 

my queenly lawn 

and roses perfumed - 

plangent with - desire? 

Liar. Don 7 want you anymore 
falls slyly as the weather. 

Defense de cracker au dehors. 

Hate you, from now on. 

This poem comes from the latest issue ot Ambit magazine, edit- 
ed by Martin Bax and featuring its usual rich mixture of po- 
etry, prose, art and reviews. Ambit 152 costs £6 for £22 for a 
year’s subscription) from 17 Prioiy Gardens. London N6 5Q Y 
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The West’s poisonous legacy 


In Britain, depleted 
uranium is treated * 
as a hazard. In Iraq, 
it still lies in the soil. 
By Robert Fisk 

ACROSS the sands of southern 
Iraq, the residue of Allied de- 
pleted uranium (DU) shells 
lies untreated in the soil. But in 
Britain, the Government goes 
to enormous lengths to protect 
its people from the results of led 
firing the very weapons sus- 
pected of causing an increase in 
cancers among Iraqi children. 

A Government document, 
published almost six months 
ago but virtually ignored, reveals 
that test -firing of DU shells in 
Britain b carried out into an 
open-sided concrete building 
called the “tunnel" and that ra- 
dioactive residues are washed 
off, sealed in cement and trans- 
ported to Cumbria for disposal 

Iraqi doctors have long sus- 
pected that the children suffer- 
ing from a four-fold increase in 
cancer in the south of the coun- 
try - revealed in The Indepen- 
dent on 4 March - contracted 
their sickness from the Allied 
use of depleted uranium shells 
in the 1991 war. Tens of thou- 
sands of these projectiles were 
fired at the Iraqis in February 
1991 in the fields south of the 
city of Basra, the fertile lands 
from which millions of Iraqis ac- 
quire their food. Many of the 
children dying of leukemia and 
lymphoma cancer were not even 
born when the war took place. 

There has been no attempt 
by the US or Britain to find out 
the cause of the cancer out- 
breaks in Iraq, though US vet- 
erans' groups suspect DU 
shells, made of hard alloys 
which are tougher than tungsten 
and which ignite inside ar- 
moured vehicles, are responsi- 
ble for thousands of cases of 
“Gulf War Syndrome'’ (includ- 
ing lymphoma cancers) among 
American soldiers who fought 
in the war. The US National 
Gulf Resource Centre says 
40,000 US servicemen may have 
been exposed to depleted ura- 



- 


When Saddam’s retreating forces ignited the Kuwaiti oilfields, there was a very visible environmental catastrophe. Now, a hidden poison is making its effect felt Phonograph: John Voos 


ilium dust on the battlefields. 
Tony Flint, acting chairman of 
the British Gulf War Veterans’ 
and Families’ Association says 
the same shells could be re- 
sponsible for the death of 30 
British veterans. 

A review of the Ministry of 
Defence's radioactive waste 
and management practices, 
published by the Department of 
the Environment in December 
last year, however, shows gov- 
ernment specialists here take 
the risk of contamination more 
seriously than imagined. Ac- 
cording to the report by the Ra- 
dioactive Wfaste Management 
Advisory Committee, depleted 
uranium shells tested at the 
range ht Eskmeals. on the Cum- 
brian coast, are fired into a spe- 


cial tunnel fitted with a fil- 
tered extract system and pres- 
sure-washed with water to avoid 
contamination. 

“The washings are trans- 
ferred to collecting t anks for 
eventual disposal in cemented 
drums to Drigg," the report 
says. If the DU shefl is fixed into 
armour plate, then the plate it- 
self is sent to Drigg for dispos- 
al So concerned are the British 
authorities about health hazards 
from DU shells that an on-site 
health physics laboratory exists 
to monitor the workforce on the 
Eskmeals firing range. The De- 
partment of the Environment 
report- says firings involving 
uranium have been going on at 
the range since 1981, and “just 
over 90 per cent of the total 


weight of the shells has been re- 
covered". On 1991 Gulf War 
battlefields, not a single at- 
tempt was made to recover 
contaminated residues. 

The Eskmeals range pos- 
sesses seven high-volume air 
samplers and 1,000 samples 
are taken annually. A special 
sampler operates to check what 
the document rails “the critical 
group within the public [sic] ... 
identified as those living in 
Monk Moors". Depleted ura- 
nium shells are also test-fired at 
Kirkcudbright in Scotland 
where 1.5 tonnes of the pro- 
jectiles are targeted every year 
into the Solway Firth. The 
shells, the report says alarm- 
ingly, “remain on the sea bed 
where they will corrode with 


time to form an insoluble sludge 
composed of hydrated uranium 
oxide ... Unsuccessful attempts 
were made in 1993 to recover 
some of these shells in order to 
assess their corrosion state." A 
small amount of depleted ura- 
nium waste also occurs at the 
Defence Evaluation and Re- 
search Agency's site al Ftart Hal- 
stead in Kent disposed of, like 
the contamination at Eskmeals, 
to Drigg in Cumbria^ 

According to another Amer- 
ican Gulf veterans' association. 
Swords to Plowshares, when a 
depleted uranium shell strikes 
armour, up to 70 percent of the 
round burns, scattering ra- 
dioactive and chemically tacric 
dust in and around the target. 

. The group quotesa US army 


report as stating that “aerosol 
DU exposures to soldiers on the 
battlefield could be significant 
with potential radiological and 
toxicological effects ... short- 
term effects of high doses can 
result in death, while long-term 
effects of low doses have been 
implicated in cancer". A 1993 
US General Accounting Office 
report stated that American 
soldiers of the 144th Supply 
Company of the National 
Guard were never told of radi- 
ation hazards when ordered to 
recover US military vehicles in 
the Gulf that were thevictim of 
“friendly fire" attacks using de- 
pleted uranium projectfies^ ‘ 
Vtestexn evidence is, thus, be- 
ginning to bear out the daim by 
Iraqi doctors that the residues 


of Allied DU shells may be a 
grave health hazard on the Gulf 
War battlefields. Almost all 
farm produce consumed by res- 
idents of Basra is grown in 
lands in which thousands of 
depleted u ranium shells were 
fired. When The Independent vis- 
ited the area in February, local 
farmers complained of high lev- 
els of cancer in their families. 

The effectiveness of armour- 
piercing ammunition princi- 
pally depends on its density of 
the material from which is it 
manufactured, and the British 
government report says de- 
pleted uranium shows “signifi- 
cant performance advantages 
over other metals”. Which is not 
much comfort to Iraqi cancer 
sufferers, or Gulf Wfcr veterans. 


Chirac 
denies 
crisis unit 


PARIS (Reuters') — French 
President Jacques Chirac’s of- 
fice took the unusual step yes- 
terday of denying a report that 
it had set up a “crisis unit“ to 
try to block corruption probes 
into his Gaullisl Rally for the 
Republic (RPR) party 

“The presidency categori- 
cally denies all the allegations 
concerning it which were pub- 
lished today as the main head- 
line in the newspaper Le 
Monde.” an E2ys<Je Palace state- 
ment said. 

“No such crisis unit exists al 
the presidency which regrets 
that the newspaper Lc Monde 
did not deem it necessary to ver- 
ify its story before publication." 
said the statement which was is- 
sued within an hour of the dai- 
ly hitting the news stands. 

Le Monde wrote that the 
purported unit included Do- 
minique de Villepin, the pow- 
erful Elysde secretary-general, 
and other senior figures in- 
cluding a magistrate assigned as 
Chirac’s legal adviser. 

A series of potentially ex- 
plosive judicial probes is cur- 
rently under way into practices 
at Paris city hall during Chirac's 
tenure as mayor of the capital 
between 1977 and his election 
as president in 1995. 

Legal sources say magistrates 
are probing allegations that the 
municipality then had on its 
payroll between 150 and 300 
people, many of them RPR op- 
eratives with no municipal role. 

The former GauJiist prime 
minister, Alain Juppe, was 
Chirac’s deputy mayor in charge 
of the capital’s finances from 
1983 to 1995 while simultane- 
ously serving as RPR secretary- 
general for much of that period. 

Le Monde said Chirac's ad- 
visers feared Mr Jupp£ would 
soon be put under official in- 
vestigation in the probe. The pa- 
per quoted an RPR politician 
assaying Chirac's crisis unit was 
specifically aimed at protecting 
Mr Jupp^. 

The former premier later re- 
leased a statement condemning 
the artide. “It is evidence of po- 
litical and media pressure 
aimed at influencing and dis- 
turbing justice,” Mr Jupp£ said. 
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Jewish extremists’ shacks plunge 
Jerusalem’s old city into turmoil 


By Deborah Horan 

Jerusalem 


SEVEN tin shacks, one partially 
demolished, stood on a sandy 
plot of land inside Jerusalem's 
Old Gty yesterday, while two 
dozen members of an extrem- 
ist Jewish organisation waited 
to hear whether the authorities 
would allow them to stay. 

Jerusalem's mayor, Ehud 
Olmert bad given the Ateret 
Cobanim, a secretive organisa- 
tion dedicated to buying Arab 
property in the Old City and east 
Jerusalem, 24 hours to tear 
down the shacks. They were put 
up illegally ou Monday night to 
protest against the murders of 
two Cohanim members, al- 
legedly by Arab nationalists. 

“We wanted to give a Zion- 
ist response," said group 
spokeswoman Kiila Harnoy. 
“We decided the only way left 
to show how wc are fighting 
for Jerusalem and its unity is 
to build and that’s why we went 
to tbis area." 

Bv mid-afternoon, Hanan 


Forat of the National Religious 
Party, a pro-settlement party 
that is part of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu's govern- 
ment coalition, had spoken 
with Mr Olmert to negotiate a 
compromise that would allow 
some of the Cohanim members 
to stay at the site. 

Talk of a compromise 
smacked of a similar settlement 
made between the government 
and the Cohanim when its mem- 
bers took over a bouse in the 
Palestinian neighbourhood of 
Ras cl-Amud last year. After 
days of confrontation with Pales- 
tinians and left-wing Israelis, a 
deal was reached that allowed 
ID students from the organisa- 
tion to stay at the site. 

Palestinians fear a similar 
compromise will be reached 
this time, provoking more vio- 
lence. On Tuesday, a demon- 
stration against the shacks 
flared into violence when about 
20 members of the Palestinian 
legislative council rushed from 
Ramallah to Jerusalem to 
protest against what they called 


a “new settlement” on the ploL 
By Wednesday, the violence 
had subsided, but Palestinians 
vowed to keep up the protests. 

Hie row in the Old City 
erupted as Newt Gingrich, the 
American Speaker, was con- 
chiding a four-day tour of Israel 
during which he riled President 
Clinton's Administration by 
challenging US policy on the 
Middle East. On Tuesday, he 
told Israel’s Knesset that 
Jerusalem should re main unit- 
ed under exclusive Israeli sov- 
ereignty. 

Mr Gingrich tried to down- 
play differences with the White 
House, but his trip here has sig- 
nalled anything but a unified 
American voice. 

While Madeleine Albright, 
the US Secretary of State, lias 
been pressuring Israel to with- 
draw from 13 per cent of the 
West Bank, Mr Gingrich, echo- 
ing most of the US Congress, 
has repeatedly said that when 
it comes to “security”, Israel 
must be allowed to make deci- 
sions free of pressure. 
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FO acts to 
rescue UK 
deals in 
Indonesia 


By Richard Uoyd Parry 

in Jakarta 

THE FOREIGN Office minis- 
ter, Derek Fatchett, flew into 
Jakarta last night amid growing 
tension over the cancellation of 
a lucrative business contract in- 
volving Thames Wrier and the 
family of former president, 
Suharto. 

Mr Fatchett will today be- 
come the first foreign govern- 
ment minister to meet with the 
country’s new president, BJ 
Habibie, who took over the 
Leadership after the sudden 
reagnation of President Suhar- 
to a week ago. But his visit, as 
the personal emissary of Tony 
Blair, risks being overshadowed 
by the row over Thames Water, 
which recently lost its contract 
to supply water to half of Jakar- 
ta in a joint venture with Sigh 
Haidjqjudanto, eldest son of the 
disgraced dictator. 

Last Saturday, the Jakarta 
city authorities suspended the 
deal - said to be worth £225m 
- claiming that it was awarded 
because of nepotism after the 
cancellation of a competitive 
tender. Ibday Mr Fatchett will 
raise the matter with the In- 
donesian government, amid 
fears that dozens of other 
British projects involving the 
Suharto dan will be jeopardised 
by the current backlash against 
the corruption of the former 
first family. 

The nationwide wave of re- 
volt against Mr Suharto, which 
led to demonstrations, deadly ri- 
ots and finally forced his resig- 
nation, has transformed itself 
into a growing determination to 
dismantle the extensive business 
networks which his family built 
up during his 32-two year reign. 

The new energy minister b 
carrying out an investigation 
into the Suhartos' domination 
of Indonesia's huge oil and gas 
industry. A similar examination 


is being made of the family’s 
links with Indonesian co-oper- 
atives. The investment minister 
in Mr Habibie's so -called “re- 
form cabinet” has announced a 
review of tax breaks granted to 
relatives and cronies of the for- 
mer president 

“It will take some time to 
eliminate corruption and col- 
lusion,” said HS Dillon, an ad- 
viser to the government, 
yesterday after a meeting with 
the investment minister, 
Harozah Haz. “But whatever 
can be demonstrated to the pub- 
lic will serve to boost up morale. 
I would like to see more [con- 
tracts cancelled].” 

The problem for foreign 
businessmen in Jakarta is that, 
for the last three decades, busi- 
ness partnership with a Suhar- 
to has been one of the most 
effective means of making a 
profit in Indonesia. Last year, 
after tailing behind Japan, 
Britain became the biggest for- 
eign investor with commitments 
of $5.5bn (£3.4bn) in 31 sepa- 
rate projects. Hundreds of com- 
panies, from BP Lo tbe Body 
Shop, hove a presence in In- 
donesia, and many of those 
have had a leg up from one of 
Suharto’s children or his net- 
work of favoured business 
cronies. 

“Last week, these companies 
were going about things the 
right way," said one indignant 
British businessman yesterday. 
“This week everything's 
changed, and Thames is just the 
tip of the iceberg. God help all 
the others who are caught in the 
middle. How were they to 
know?" 

"On the one hand, you ap- 
plaud the Indonesian people be- 
cause they want a more 
democratic system,” said an- 
other businessman. “But the 
timing is terrible, because 
they've got to restore investor 
confidence.” 
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A strange French creature anticipating the eve-of- World-Cup ceremonies in Paris when 
it will help escort giant football players to the Concorde obelisk Photograph: Michel Lipchitz 


German 

nuclear 

scandal 


BONN (Reuters) — The Ger- 
man Chancellor, Helmut Kohl, 
at times scarlet with anger, yes- 
terday vigorously defended Ms 
environment minister in an un- 
folding scandal on contaminat- 
ed shipments of nuclear waste, 
to reprocessing plants in France 
and Britain. 

“She is not a ‘handmaiden’ 
of the industry. She has fulfilled 
her duties in an outstanding 
way," he told parliament. 

Opposition politicians, who 
aim to end Germany’s reliance 
on nuclear power, accused 
Angela Merkel of having been 
blind to problems with conta- 
minated waste shipments over 
the past decade because of her 
commitment to atomic energy. 

Both the Social Democrat 
and ecologist Greens parlia- 
mentary groups introduced mo- 
tions calling for Ms Merkel’s 
resignation, but, with Mr Kohl's 
coalition controlling a majori- 
ty in the lower bouse of parlia- - 
meat, they were rejected. 

Mr Kohl said that nuclear 
power plant operators had 
made errors, and the govern- 
ment would draw die necessary 
conclusions. 


IN BRIEF 

Nazi-era ‘traitors’ pardoned 

BONN ( AP) - Germany's major parties have agreed to grant 
a blanket pardon to hundreds of thousands of Germans deemed 
wrongfully convicted of treason and other crimes by the Nazis. 
A law, which was expected to pass the lower house yester- 
day, rehabilitates people, such as resistance fighters and Jews, 
who were jailed or ordered executed by Nazi courts for po- 
litical or racist reasons. It also dears the names of some 35CL000 
men and women forcibly sterilised under the Nazis. 

A political compromise over how to treat soldiers who de- 
serted Hitler’s army paved the way for the legislation, more 
than 50 years after the Nazi era ended. Conservatives in Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl's ruling coalition refused explicit exon- 
eration for about 20,000 deserters who were sentenced to death 
by Nazi courts. Instead, the bQJ lifts Nazi convictions imposed 
for “ military reasons”. 

Queen’s killers to die 

KIGALI (Reuters) - A Rwandan military court has sentenced 
two people to death and one to life imprisonment for the mur- 
der of the country's last Ibtsi queen during the 1994 geno- 
dde. The verdicts were banded down on Tbesday in Butare, 
south of Kigali, after two former Rwandan army soldiers and 
a university professor pleaded guilty to killing the queen and 
six of her relatives four years earlier. Queen Rosalia Gican- 
da had survived decades of ethnic strife. 

Albania peace meeting off 

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) - Ethnic Albanian negotiators j 
in Kosovo on Wednesday postponed a coming meeting with 
a Serb government delegation, as both sides reported new in- 
cidents in the volatile province. 

The Albanians said they could not attend talks scheduled 
for today in Pristina, because some of their top negotiators 
would be in the United States with the Kosovo Albanian leader 
Ibrahim Rugova. 
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Danes threaten ‘No* 
vote on entry into EU 


- Postcode — 

Telephone: Signature 
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"A MELTING pot,” says Karen, 
a young woman who looks like 
the Danish supe model Helena 
Christensen. Ringing up 
purchases in one of the stores 
on Ostcrgadc, Copenhagen's 
smartest shopping street she 
wrinkles her nose in disap' 
proval. ‘That's what Europe is 
turning into. I don’t want us to 
be part of thaL It might be self- 
ish but it’s the Danish way." 

The Danish way is threat- 
ening to plunge the rest of Eu- 
rope into crisis again, as voters 
go to the polls today to decide 
if they can stomach further in- 
tegration with Europe, and the 
exposure to foreign ways they 
fear will come in its wake. 

Denmark's five million citi- 
zens live in a highly regulated 
stale where it is common to pay 
60 percent income tax and par- 
ents must name their children 
from an approved list- Yet most 
Danes share Sorcn Jensen's 
view of the lavish welfare sys- 
tem their taxes sustain. “This is 
a paradise," says the 40-year-old 
electrician who enjoys six 
weeks' paid holiday. 

But the social model Danes 


As Denmark goes to the polls today many fear that integration 
will end their way of life. By Katherine Butler in Copenhagen 


are so proud of has exposed its 
uglier side in the run-up to to- 
day's vote on the Amsterdam 
treaty. Denmark's famed 
altruism towards foreign im- 
migrants has been exposed as a 
sham as many admit openly they 
only want to share their utopia 
with other Danes. 

“Welcome to 40 million 
Poles,” was one of the “No" 
campaign's posters. It had to be 
withdrawn after protests, 
though not before it made an 
impact on voters. 

The xenophobic anti-immi- 
gration platform of the far right 
Danish Peoples' Party, led by a 
housewife, Pia Kjaeisgaard, has 
driven the campaign by raising 
fears that the open-borders 
provisions written into the 
Treaty will lead to a flood of 
refugees. 

The phobia is generated by 
tiny numbers. Only four per cent 
of the population is non-Dane, 
and half the outsiders are 
Nordic engineers. Irish bar- 


tenders or others of EU stock. 
A black face in Copenhagen is 
a rare sight. Most Danes hove 
no contact with immigrants. 

But it is precisely the ho- 
mogeneity of Danish society and 
the belief that their system is 
threat which is feeding unpar- 
alleled angst about the nation's 
borders. 

Left-wing opponents of the 
Amsterdam treaty have dis- 
tanced themselves from this 
xenophobia, but left and right 
have found common ground on 
the threat Europe poses to the 
500-year-old democracy Danes 
daim is being smothered as the 
EU nudges towards political 
union. 

“Here you can knock on any 
door and get access to the de- 
rision makers. You can ring the 
Prime Minister at home." says 
Lars Kaaber, of the catch-all 
anti -Treaty June Movement. “If 
you’ve been to Brussels you 
know how thick the doors there 
are. Our anxiety is about the way 


we perceive ourselves and our 
democracy." 

If they approve the treaty - 
forecasts yesterday suggested 
the “Yes” lead had narrowed to 
six per cent - the campaign has 
highlighted the cultural rift 
which will keep the EU dilem- 
ma raging in Denmark. 

When a Danish woman was 
arrested in New York for 
leaving her baby oulside a 
restaurant while she ate lunch, 
Americans applauded the 
police. But in Danish society ba- 
bies, like everyone else, axe 
safe, cushioned by order, reg T 
ulaiion and the twin national 
philosophies of ‘jante’ which 
bans anyone from even think- 
ing they are superior to anyone 
else, and ‘bygge’ a concept 
meaning neighbourly. 

“Even the bikers have ob- 
served a truce for a year.” says 
one diplomat referring to the 
motorcycle gang wars which 
have intermittently led to 
violent killings. 


Observers believe Danish 
euro-scepticism is now more vir- 
ulent than its British cousin. 
Feeling they have been tricked 
into a political project which was 
sold to them as an economic 
venture, ordinary people are ob- 
ssessed with the details of the 
treaty, as if they were a mailer 
of urgent personal concern. 

One woman working in a 
newsagent said she was worried 
whether Denmark's opt -outs 
from the Maastricht 'Beaty 
were properly protected in the 
updated version. 

Jorgen Schoubye, 33, a taxi 
driver said he was voting “Yes” 
but only after subjecting the 
document to intense scrutiny. “I 
called up the information office 
at the parliament for a copy of 
the treaty. They sent me a 
whole package which I have 
been reading, although it is 
very legalistic”. 

Jan Debel runs his own 
transport business and will be 
voting “No". Tm not saying we 
should leave the EU but we 
must pull the brake, we must 
force them to say where they are 
leading us", he says. 
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Ortega faces sex 
abuse case from 
his stepdaughter 


By Phil Davison 

Latjn America Correspondent 


WHILE Nicaragua’s former 
president, Daniel Ortega, was 
in New York for UN General 
Assembly sessions in the Eight- 
ies, he regularly forced sex on 
his teenage stepdaughter in ho- 
tel closets, she alleged yesterday. 

The stepdaughter, Zoil- 
america Narvaez, now 30. made 
this and a 48-page list of other 
sexual abuse allegations against 
Mr Ortega, who is still the leader 
of the Sandinista Party, at a Man- 
agua news conference before fl- 
ing civil and criminal charges 
against him in a Managua court 

In her affidavit she said her 
stepfather pulled her into hotel 
room clothes cupboards to rape 
her because he feared the CIA, 
during the Ronald Reagan era 
when revolutionary Nicaragua 
was seen as a thorn in the 
America’s flesh, had planted spy 
cameras in his hotel rooms. 
Claiming that having sex with 
him was her “revolutionary 
duty, to give him spiritual tran- 
quility so that he could better ful- 
fil the high obligations thrust 
upon him by history,” the for- 
mer president often invited a 
third person to join in. she said. 

Even after she was married 
in 1 990. Mr Ortega, now 52 and 
a father of eight children, would 
call her for phone sex. Some- 
times he insisted on listening on 
the telephone while she made 
love with her husband. It was 
still her “revolutionary duty." 
He continued making sexual 
propositions to her until early 
this year, she said. 

In the affidavit, Ms Narvaez, 
daughter of Mr Ortega’s long- 
time wife, Rosario Murillo, de- 
tailed a dozen years of sexual 
abuse she said began when she 
was 1 1, a year before the San- 


dinista revolution toppled the 
Nicaraguan dictator Somoza 
in 1979. 

Mr Ortega, who was re- 
elected leader of tie opposition 
Sandinistas last weekend, made 
no imm ediate comment. How- 
ever, he has not denied the 
charges since they were first 
made, more vaguely, by Mrs 
Narvaez to the local media in 
March. At thattime she did not 
intend to press charges but 
changed her mind after a series 
of attacks by Sandinista officials 
railing her “mentally deranged”. 



Mr Ortega's wife, a leading 
Nicaraguan poet, has de- 
nounced her daughter's accu- 
sations as “totally false". A 
Sandinista party spokesman, 
Silvio Mora, yesterday de- 
scribed Mrs Narvaez, who is 
herself a Sandinista activist, as 
“capricious and traumatised" 
and said Mr Ortega may sue her 
for libel. 

The court will decide if there 
is enough evidence to prosecute 
Mr Ortega, widely known, even 
to his opponents, only as 
Daniel, At present he enjoys im- 
munity from prosecution as a 
party leader in the National As- 
sembly. The Assembly would 
have to strip him of immuni ty 
for the case to go forward, un- 
likely at present though possi- 


ble if the court gives credence 
to the allegations. 

Mrs Narvaez's biological fa- 
ther - Rosario Murillo's first hus- 
band ^ - died when die was a child 
She was rased by her mother 
and by Mr Ortega. But while the 
couple travelled the world on 
state visits, taking the girl along, 
the Sandinista leader took ad- 
vantage of his stepdaughter, ac- 
cording to the affidavit 

Rumours had been rife in 
Nicaragua for years that Mr Or- 
tega bad had sexual relations 
with Mrs Narvaez, now a moth- 
er of two small cfcfldren. But her 
charges angered many Sandin- 
istas, to whom Mr Ortega is still 
the revolutionary hero. Some felt 
the allegations were part of a po- 
litical conspiracy against him at 
a time when the Sandinistas are 
at a low ebb, having been out of 
power for eight years. 

Mr Ortega lost the last two 
presidential elections to the 
right-wing Violeta Chamorro in 
19 90 and then to current Res- 
ident Araoldo Aleman in 1 9 96. 
Despite his recent re-election as 
the head of the Sandinistas, few 
believe he would have run for 
president again in the year 
2002, even without the sexual 
abuse allegations. 

In the affidavit, Mrs Narvaez 
said the sexual abuse began 
when she was 11 and living with 
Ortega and her mother in guer- 
rilla camps in neighbouring Cos- 
ta Rica during the final stages of 
the Sandinista war against So- 
moza. What began as fondling 
escalated to rape in 1982 when 
Mr Ortega was president, die 
daimed. “He threw me down on 
the rug, where be not only 
pawed me but, with aggressive 
and brusque movements, dam- 
aged me. The whole act was 
forced. It was without my plea- 
sure or consent This I swear ” 
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Financial turmoil grips Russia 


By Phil Reeves 

in Moscow 


RUSSIA tripled interest rates 
to a staggering 150 per cent yes- 
terday in an attempt to defend 
the rouble and find an antidote 
to the wasting disease afflict- 
ing its finan cial markets. 

Boris Yeltsin personally 
joined the battle, by calling an 
emergency meeting for today 
with the head of the Central 
Rank, his new prime minister, 
and finance minister as a fresh 
flurry of panic over Russia's 
economy sent shares tumbling 
still further. 

Rocked by the continuing 
fall-out from the Asian crisis, 
depressed oil prices. labour 
protests and a plethora of oth- 
er domestic preplans -new and 
old - Russia’s woes are prov- 
ing to be a baptism of fire for 


the prime minister, Sergei 
Kiryenko, a former provincial 
banker ppointed a month ago 
to cries of alarm from opposi- 
tion parties. 

His problems were com- 
pounded this week by the gov- 
ernment's failure to sell at 
auction the state oil company 
Rosneft, long hailed as the 
show piece of the privatisation 
programme, the model sell-off. 
Mr Kiriyenko had hoped to 
raise more than S2bn (£125bn) 
for the gaping state coffers by 
selling a 75 per cent stake. He 
decided to press ahead in spite 
of complaints from potential 
buyers that the starting price 
was too high, given world oil 
prices. ' 

It was a resounding flop. 
1116 leading expected con- 
tenders, which include con- 
sortia containing BP and Royal 


Dutch/Shell, stayed away. No 
one bid, forcing the Kremlin 
back to the drawing board. A 
new auction date will be set cm 
Monday, but the government 
has cut the opening price to 
$1.7bn. 

Mr Yeltsin countered by 
sig ning an “austerity plan", 
cooked up by Mr Kiriyenko, to 
slash government spending by 
SlObn - 12 per cent of the 1998 
budget Although a proportion 
of the cuts were a foregone con- 
clusion, as the government 
never had a hope of raising the 
tax revenue to fund them, 
some will be real. 

The country is already echo- 
ing with the clamour of victims 
of market transition - from an- 
gry miners (fresh from 10 days 
of blockading the railway sys- 
tem) unpaid pensioners and 
forgotten scientists, to a crum- 


bling army, and workers in a 
tottering education and health 
system. However, the presi- 
dent’s move was welcomed by 
the International Monetary 
Fund, which has dispatched a 
senior official to Moscow today. 
The fund is still mulling over 
the release of the next $670m 
tranche of a $9.2bu loan agreed 
in 1996. 

Matters were not helped by 
rumours in Moscow that, after 
pumping reserves into propping 
it up, the government will de- 
value the hitherto stable rou- 
ble - sacrificing one of the 
Yeltsin administration’s tri- 
umphs in the difficult transition 
to a market economy. 

Mr Kiriyenko yesterday re- 
iterated his determination to 
defend the currency, as inter- 
est rates rose to their highest 
level since February 1996. It re- 


mains to be seen if this will 
sooth the nerves of the small 
stock market, which - after a 
stellar performance - has re- 
cently slumped by 50 per cenL 
A central part of Russia s 
problem is that the government 
is caught in a snare. It is under 
intense political pressure to pay 
wages and pensions, despite 
low tax revenues, meagre for- 
eign investment, and a post-So- 
viet record-low income for oil. 
If the situation worsens, there 
will be a political price to pay 
- notably in the presidential 
elections in 2000. National- 
ism, anti-westernism and a 
general distaste for reform is al- 
ready simmering away, lb find 
funds, it has to borrow, but it 
can only lure investors by of- 
fering hefty returns, diverting 
their money from vital invest- 
ment in the infrastructure. 
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Catholic martyr still a thorn in Pakistan’s side 

A bishop's suicide has pushed Ou-tetianc — ■■ ■ 


A bishop's suicide has pushed Christians 
on the sub-Continent to campaign against 
blasphemy laws. Peter Popham reports 


THREE weeks after the event, 
the shock waves caused by the 
suicide of Pakistan’s most 
prominent and outspoken 
Catholic bishop. Dr John 
Joseph, are stflj reverberating. 

On Sunday a large crowd of 
Indian Christians, protesting 
against the infamous blasphemy 
law that prompted the bishop's 
death, tried to break through the 
border into Pakistan at Wagah, 
north-west India. The US State 
Department has voiced its in- 
dignation. And in a move that 
would have pleased the bishop, 
Pakistan’s churches have, since 
bis death, for the first time de- 
cided to campaign together 
against the law. 

John Joseph, the tall, lean, 
65-year-old cleric who was one 
of the first native Pakistanis to 
be consecrated a bishop, shot 
himself through the temple on 
the steps of the sessions court 
in the town of Sabiwal in West 
Punjab on the evening of 
Wednesday 6 May. According to 
Patras SamueL, the bishop's dri- 
ver who was only yards away at 
the time, and who was the first 
person to reach the body - 
“Blood was spurting every- 
where... I was crying” - the 
bishop died almost at once. 

None of John Joseph's dose 
colleagues are in any doubt as 
to why he died; to bring pressure 
to bear on the government to 
repeal a pernicious law which 
has already resulted in the 
deaths through lynching of six 
people, including a High Court 





Joseph: Wanted his suicide 
to publicise blasphemy law 

judge. The law in question is sec- 
tion 295(C) of the Pakistan Pe- 
nal Code, promulgated by the 
dictator Zia ul'Haq in 1986. It 
is a simple enough statute: 
“Whoever ... directly or indi- 
rectly defiles the sacred name of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
... shall be punished with death, 
or imprisonment for life”. 

The defilement can be mere- 
ly spoken; afl that is required for 
a conviction is one complainant, 
and one witness. Although life 
imprisonment is an option, 
judges have so far preferred to 
pass death sentences. None of 
these has yet been carried out, 
and some have been overturned 
by higher courts, but sine* 1990 
Muslim fanatics have taken it 
upon themselves to murder five 
people either accused or con- 
victed under the statute, and one 
High Court judge who over- 
turned a lower court’s blasphe- 
my conviction. 

The story that culminated in 
Bishop Joseph’s death began in 

October 1996. Ayyqb Masih, a 
25-year-old ChrijOtarij lived with 
his Christian family in an over- 
whelmingly Muslim village in 
the country outside the town of 
SahiwaL.He was the first per- 
son in his family to become' lit- 
erate, passing his Matriculation 
Bam in 1996. By trade he was 

a mason.?-; '' . ,v 

The allegation has a farcical 
quality. Qn->14_ October, ac- 
cording to the prosecution, 
Ayyub .was batting urthe street 
outside his 6otse viihen three 
Muslims happened- by, Ayyub, 
it is alleged, told one of them. 


Muhammad Akram. that his re- 
ligion was right and Muham- 
mad's was wrong. He then 
invited the Muslims to go with 
him to Karachi to peruse the 
book written by “Sul man 
Rushadi", whereupon they 
would realise that their religion 
was false and the Holy Prophet 
a liar. “Exasperated”, the peti- 
tion goes on, “the complainant 
grappled with Ayyub Masih” 
and the latter was then handed 
over to the police. 

According to Ayyub, the en- 
tire case was a fabrication, 
cooked up between his family’s 
landlord, a relative of a man in 
the local police department, 
and the complainant and wit- 
nesses, who were given a large 
financial inducement to testify. 
The motive: to force Ayyub’s 
and the other Christian families 
to abandon the village, then 
seize their land. 

And even while Ayyub Masih 
sat in the local police station, ihat 
is what happened. His mother. 
Anaida Masih, told The Inde- 
pendent, “When they came and 
seized my son, they beat him with 
sticks and pelted him with stones 
in the middle of the village, then 
took him to the police station. 
At the same time, the mob start- 
ed attacking our bouse, firing 
guns, throwing stones, trying to 
set it on fire. We had lived 
peacefully in the village for 40 
years, but one hour after Ayyub 
was stoned we ran away from the 
village with just what we stood 
up in.” Since then, their house 
and property have been burned, 
and the other 15 Christian fam- 
ilies have fled as well. 

After leaving the village, and 
after her son had been charged 
with blasphemy, Anaida Masih 
took her woes to Dr Joseph. 
John Joseph was long known as 
a campaigning bishop. In 1992 
his hunger strike helped per- 
suade the government to drop 
its plan to include religious af- 
filiation on identity cards. He 
had been leading the fight 
against the blasphemy law for 
years. “We have struggled to 
save every citizen accused of 
blasphemy,” he said in January. 
He blamed “the extremist ele- 
ment” for killing “a number of 
Christians before they were 
even tried", and went on: 
“When I was preaching at the 
funeral of Manzoor Masih, who 
was killed during his trial out- 
side the High Court in Lahore, 

I said: ‘Manzoor, we are very 
sorry for what has happened to 
you. Ws shall not allow any more 
of these murders.”* 

One month ago, on 27 April, 
the deatii sentence was pro- 
nounced on Ayyub Masih. “I 
came to Faisalabad to give the 
bishop the news,” his anther re- 
called, “and he was very upset 
1 said, ‘God will help us,' but he 
was very worried. Then be said 
to me, ‘Before Ayyub dies, I 
will die. With my sacrifice, per- 
haps something will happen.'” 

And he was not just saying 
this to Ayyub Masih's mother 
John Joseph was telling the 
world at large- In a document be 
sent to Rome, read out there the 
day before his death, be said: “I 
shall count myself fortunate if 
in this mission of breaking bar- 
riers, our Lord receives the sac- 
rifice of my Wood for the benefit 

of his people." 

His fellow Catholics in Pak- 
istan heard his words but did not 
realise how deeply he meant 
them. Tbday they are still tiying 
to come to terms with the im- 
plications. Ayyub Masih's death 
sentence has not been over- 
turned, but his mother says: “I am 
not upset about Ayyub - 1 have 
many sons. I am upset because 
we will not get our bishop back." 
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Policemen chasing mourners who were demonstrating outside the house of the late Bishop John Joseph, In Faisalabad earlier this month 
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An intellectual in Paris 


The English revile philosophers, the French flte them. ' 
But is France's capital still the place to go to contemplate 
life, the universe and everything? By Michael Glover 


SOME OF the words we use to describe 
the idea of an intellectual in England are 
downright nasty, boffin, wo ok, egghead. 
These are all mocking, purgative and 
onomatopoeicaliy bard, slug ging terms. In 
Paris, just a smooth Euroride away these 
days, they do thing s slightly differently. 
There, the idea of the intellectual has a 
prestige and an emotional gravity that are 
quite foreign to the pragmatic, phlegmatic 
and anti-theatrical English temperament. 
But is this still the case - even after the 
death of Communism? 

I have been in Paris to do a little Euro- 
sleuthing. First stop was the news-stand at 
the Gare du Lyon. Lots of serious literaiy 



fiction, published by Gallimard, dominat- 
ed the displays. Regis Debray’s auto- 
biography, Four L 'Amour de L'Art - Une 
Education J nteliectucUe . a long-winded ex- 
ercise in quasi -philosophical self-ques- 
lioning, was being pushed heavily. As was 
a book-length interview with the humour- 
ist Pierre Desproges, whose shoutline on 
the front cover read like a pure Cartesian 
re-hash: “La SeuJe Certitude Que J'ai c’est 
d'etre Dans Le Doute" (The only certainty 
is that I am in doubt). Would any English 
publisher have considered that a strong 
sales pitch? 

I bought issues of Le Monde , Paris' most 
information-stuffed daily. Le Monde is vi- 
sually severe, relentlessly serious-minded 
and seif-assuredly prescient - so confident 
in its prescience, in fact, that the follow- 
ing day’s edition is always available by the 
afternoon of the day before. 

Recently, the papers included a promi- 
nent article about 35 craeastes who joined 
a demonstration to show solidarity with 
those without legitimate rights of residence. 
Would anyone in England give two hoots 
for what a bunch of film-makers thought? 
Other articles reported on how bitterly 
French intellectuals were divided over the 
Algerian question, and attacked the Al- 


banian novelist, Ismail Kadaie, for being 
m isguided about Kosovo. “A great literary 
talent has lost his political passion," 
snapped the columnist. 

That loss of temper is (Hire Jean-Faul 
Sartre, who once said that for a writer, po- 
litical engagement was a fundamental 
moral necessity. In fact, to be politically 
quiet was an act of treachery. How more 
un-English can you get than that? 

Why do cineastes man the barricades in 
this way? I asked the poet Marc Delouze, 
over a solidarity-inducin g; bottle of Cdte de 
Bourg in Montmartre. “To practice the art 
of film,” he replied, “requires both money 
and collective organisation. It cannot func- 
tion without either. Poets and novelists can 
happily practice their art as solidarity in- 
dividuals, whereas the cineastes cannot. . 

Then task, him how Sartre is regarded 
these days. Not well, he says, because he 
got washed up on the wilder shores of Mao- 
ism in his old ags. Albert Camus, who didn’t 
believe in the idea of the politically engaged 
writer, has fared better. 

And what do people in general think 
about the idea of the intellectual? Mistrust, 
he says. It's a bourgeois, Parisian phe- 
nomenon. The idea of the purity of ideas 
is perhaps a nonsense. So many of them had 
their faces in the soup... Which means? 
“They were seduced by the idea of power. 
Now ideology is dead. We have nothing left 
but capitalism and the market" 

Last year, French intellectuals were un- 
der attack in the book Impostures Intel- 
lectueUes by two physicists, Alan Sokal and 
Jean Bricmont who were particularly un- 
happy at the wholesale appropriation of 
scientific terms. “They spout scientific 
theories of which they have, at best a slen- 
der grasp. They display superficial erudi- 
tion by tossing words at the reader ... They 
show a profound indifference, if not con- 
tempt for facts and logic.” The psycho- 
analyst Jacques Lacan, philosopher Regis 
Debray and semiotics an Julia Kristeva came 
out of the book particularly badly. 

I ask Delouze about Philippe Sellers, 
novelist biographer, penseur, sometime 
husband to Kristeva, and one of the 
“Grands Inteliectuels” of the present mo- 
ment a man who frequently pontificates 
on cultural matters on French television. 

“Tr£s, trfcs, tres, briUant” says Delouze, 
triumphantly emphatic, “but a little slip- 
pery, too. A man who once dined with 
Giscard D’Estaing and more recently 
identified himself with the Bahadur camp. 



Sartre and friend discuss serious matters In Cate Flore (above). Voltaire entertains fellow philosophers (above left) Photograph: Papilton/Sygma. Engraving; MEPL 


Lfor my part, refused an invitation to the 
Elys6e after die Gulf War.” He pauses for 
another glass or two and sighs heavily. 
Aragon, that great unreconstructed Com- 
munist intellectual, once described Delouze 
as the “Rimbaud De Nos Jours”. 

Later, I go on the trail of the places 
that Sartre and other intellectual celebri- 
ties haunted. First off, Sartre's last port 
of call: Montparnasse cemetery. Sartre 
got a terrific send-off when he died in 
1980 - 50,000 people thronged the 
Boulevard Montparnasse. There they 
lie together now, he and -Simone de 
Beauvoir, much more consistently so 
than in life, in an unadorned grave, with- 
out religious iconography, a fittingly sim- 
ple resting place for two virulent atheists. 
Fresh bundles of tulips have been flung 
across the tombstone. Not entirety 
unloved and forgotten, then. 

Ten minutes away is La Ooserie des 


Lilas, a restaurant once used by the likes 
of Picasso, liger, Matisse, Gertrude Stein, 
F Scott Fitzgerald. .. as I sit down amid its 
plush splendour, I wonder how they all 
afforded ite Just (hen I spot him, a few feet 
away, writing with a slender tortoiseshell pen 
in an expensive black leather notebook. 

My steak tartare arrives, together with 
the bottle of house red. The wine is terri- 
ble. I tell the waiter what I think without 
mincing a single word of my polished 
French: “C'est affreux." The waiter, stung, 
tells me it’s as good as it ought to be for the 
priceTd agreed to pay. 

Then the writer, who has been observ- 
ing this theatrical performance, chips in. 
You sboald have chosen St Emilkm, be says, 
pointing to the bottle in front of him. I give 
him a thin, plastic smile and chew stolid- 
ly on. The steak tartare tastes like warm 
grit Maybe that’s my mood. Moments later, 
a bottle of St Emilion arrives at the table. 


courtesy of Monsieur. The waiter mutters, 
staring into the middle distance. 

Then we get prattling, this Monsieur and 
L two Parisian intellectual songbirds, about 
the andent kingdom of Aquitaine, which 
had united the thrones of England and 
France. About the fact that he himself was 
from Bordeaux. About art - and how, in 
his opinion, art without Catholicism was al- 
most ah impossibility. Weil, almost. 

When he leaves, there is a general stir- 
ring in the restaurant. A man leans towards 
me. “Did you know that was Philippe 
Sobers?” he says. 

I return to the apartment, a little light- 
headed, and pluck one of Sobers’ most 
recent books from the bookshelf. It is a 
biography of that 18th-century adven- 
turer, Vivant Danon, painter, engraver, sol- 
dier, and the amateur egyptologist whose 
rich plunder adorns the Louvre. 

But what interests me more is Sobers’ 


manner of writing. Not dry-as-dust like so 
much Anglo-Saxon biography, but con- 
versational, intimate, witty, as if addressed 
to some small, highly selective salon of one's 
febow intellectuals. He writes almost as 
though he is a contemporary, and has the 
broad intellectual compass of a Rousseau, 
a Voltaire, those great spirits whose ideas 
helped to shape the making of the French 
Republic 200 years ago. 

That was an age when the writer/ 
philosopher reaby had clout; when it was 
still just possible to believe that the sum 
total of human knowledge was attainable, 
and that human beings were perhaps even 
perfectible if you thought bard and long 
enough... 

But especially so when helped along by 
a bottle or two of half-decent St Emilion. 
Some hours - or is it days? - later. I wonk 
back to London. I am greeted by a fine, 
mean, intebectually disparaging drizzle. 


* 
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Champagne Sylvie 

Even the orchestra, who couldn't see her, gave Sylvie Guillem a standing ovation 
when she recently appeared with her old ballet company in Paris. By John Perdval 



Sylvie 
Guillei 
(left) v 
taught 
role of 
in *Ooi 
Quixoi 
Rudolf 
Nurejn 
who 
descrit 
her in 
as ‘like 
champ 
Phou 
Laurie 


Riche, who was new to the 


“OH GOD, it’s Guihem," 
according to the ballerina her- 
self, is what some people at the 
Paris Opera say when they see 
her approaching the theatre she 
left nine years ago for an inter- 
national career. 

But that has not stopped 
them from inviting her back for 
performances between now 
and early July in Nureyev’s 
Don Quixote and Romeo and 
Juliet and MacMillan's Manon. 

At her first night, on Ibes- 
day, the company was at its 
most glittering and the packed 
audience greeted every dance 
with especially warm applause. 
At the end. among cries of 
“Brava Sylvie", even the orches- 
tra, though they hadn’t been 
able to see her perform, stood 
to applaud. 

Kitri in Don Quixote is one 
of Sylvie Guillem’s best and 
favourite parts. Nureyev, who 
taught her the role, described 
her in it as “like champagne", 
which perfectly describes her 
interpretation, so amazingly 
light, elegant, bubbling, heady 
and intoxicating. 

She enjoyed a tremendous 
success in it with the Royal Bal- 
let at Covenl Garden but looks 
even butter in Plans for three 
reasons. 

Fast, the production is so 
much better. Nureyev provided 
more and richer dances, and 
made the story fuller, clearer and 
more detailed, too. Nicholas 
Georgiadis’s resplendent de- 
signs, inspired by Goya, give the 
characters a convincing habitat, 
and David Coleman conducts 
the Opera's orchestra m a lov- 
ing, lively account of the Leon 
Minkus score. arranged by John 
Lanchbery. 

Second, Guillem is sur- 
rounded by an ensemble who 
studied at the same school as 
she did. Their style echoes 
■ hers. They make the big clas- 
sical dream scene delicately 


harmonious, they swoop, stamp 
and swirl their cloaks with 
fierce temperament as market 
people, gypsies, fishermen and 
matadors; and the bravura soles 
in the Dryads and wedding 
scenes are done with dlan. 

Above all. they can give her 
partners of her own standing, 
in technique and personality. 
This time it was Nicholas Le 


Corps du Ballet when Guillem 
left the Opera but is now their 
mast brilliant young star. 

And for the honour and 
challenge of dancing with her, 
he used every fraction of his 
power in his solos, every bit of 
strength in partnering (includ- 
ing when she decided to raise 
one leg even higher while held 


up above his head), and eveiy 
bit of casual chaira in his acting. 

One problem: to get into 
one of Guillem’s performances, 
you would need either immense 
luck or to rob somebody who 
already has tickets. But there is 
one consolation: many other 
casts are dancing and with this 
company you get a good show 
whoever and whatever is on. 
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How it 

really 
feels to 

be fifty 

Cher thinks it sucks. Is she letting the side down, 
or being refreshingly honest? Bel Mooney and 
some fellow frftysomethings come clean 

EVER since she arrived for one of the Os- author) I visit schools, I am appalled to bear 
car ceremonies wearing a cobweb-dress in from head teachers of the increase in eal- 
which she looked witchy and m ag n i fi cent, mg disorders in teenage girls, as well as the 
I have had a sneaking admiration for terrible general anxieties about looks that 
Her hippy-headband I Got Yim Babe can make the lives of even primary chil- 
was my youth, her determination to dren a misery, 
transform herself from singer into actress When l note that fashion and beauty 

had an echo in my own life (journalism to take up far more space in newspapers than 
novels), yet the bravado which poured her 10 years ago, on the grounds that thus fe- 
into that dress in her forties was like the male readers will be attracted, I disapprove 
unquenchable vanity which lured me into and yearn nostalgically (another sign of 
leather jeans. Now , when she says in an in- middle-age) for the days when 1 was a 
lerview in Apple magazine “I hate my fifties, young journalist and this was the stuff of 
They suck. I never fell older until I hit fifty,” women's magazines. For me, the hysteria 
I find myself applauding her honesty. after the death of the Princess of ttoles was 

Helen Mirren, Goldie Hawn, Julie no more, or less, than the canonisation of 
Christie and other iconic glamorous the clothes bonse-hoise: a fitting symbol for 
women have, all stated they do not mind our appearance-obsessed era. 
the advent of the fifties; indeedj have writ- Of course, ageing matters all the more 

ten it myselt When I readied my 50th birth- when (like Cher) your life depends on good 
day (a long 18 months ago) I celebrated looks. Even those who are not locked in 
e fret with two long, reflective articles that particular prison may feel sad (as 1 do) 
a national newspaper - and everything that they will never backpack around In- 
I said at the time I meant: “..J don’t want dia, or ride pillion on a Harley, across the 
to be 30 ag ain. Not with the fire in me now.” States. “I want, 1 want,” cries the child in- 
That sentiment was a dmir able if only for side the middle-aged person, and no 
realism, let alone optimism and indepen- amount of common sense wQl quieten those 
dence. Ah, but (he minor is a source of grief little wistful moans, or quell the jumping 
some days. What once seemed (speaks van- up to windows impossibly high, 
ity) bewitching, and could wear the witchy The desperate assertions that being 50 

with style, now. looks, in some lights, is great, that ageing does not matter, foil 
straightforwardly like a witch. And like to convince - even when uttered by some- 
Cher, I hate that. - one as intelligent as Helen Mirren. Is that 

When I read her words I went to the not to enter a state of denial which only 
bathroom and (since such honesty is catch- serves to postpone the moment of horror? 
ing) tweaked my face from above the ears lb admit that you hate getting older is the 
to see what it would be like to lose the smile first stage towards dealing with it, and con- 
lines that have sagged. There is no phi- structing a philosophical acceptance which 
losophy in the world which can save me will scaffoldyou far more surety than make- 
firom this. I am a creature of the 1950s cul- up or a facelift. The morning comes -and 
ture which put teenage girls into girdles, you may be 45, or 60 - when you realise 
and “set” hair into waves and curls wor- that you are not as young as you fed but 
thy of middle-aged women. I was brought as old as you are. You have boarded the 
up to think that appearance matters, and moving staircase and are being carried in- 
cannot understand how a dose friend (ex- esorabty towards the grave - and all your 
actly my age) can “allow” her hair to win- scrabbling, and running backwards, and 
ter into great swathes of white. When once, whoops of devil-may-care, cannot put you 
inspecting my new red-brown, she asked, back again at the top where you were. 
“Don’t you want to grow old gracefully*, my This is the dark note that runs through 

reply was blunt: “Sod that!" the interview with Cher. What is most in- 

Yet at the same time, I despise this ob- terestmg is that it seems to have been 
session. When (wearing my hat of chfldren’s sparked off by the death of her ex-husband. 


Cher. 
* youth 




Karine Vander-| 

gucht, 58, 
florist 

“ft rook me seven | 

years to accept I 

was in my fifties. 

Ax first I hated it. 

Even- men in my 
own age group 
weren’t interested 
in me because they thought I was too old 
pve now got a partner who is five years 
older than me and things have settled 
down. But the sex 1 have now is definitely 
different than when I was in my forces.*’ 


Carole Tibbies, 

52, clerical 

“1 never wanted 
to be 50 and I 
was realty 
annoyed when 
my partner 
threw a surprise 
party for me on 
my birthdayt 1 don’t think I’m ever going 
CO accept that I’m in my fifties. I like to 
dress as young as I fee! and 1 don’t think I 
act my age. If 1 had the money I would 
consider plastic surgery." 



Janice Mdvor, 

51, secretary 
“IVe always gone 
for older men, 
my present 
partner is 25 
years older than 
me. So I realty 
didn’t mind 
turning 50. 1 feel 
more confident now because 1 have been 
around for a bh_ I think you get to know 
yourself better. I certainty feel 
comfortable with the way I look. I’m less 
critical of myself than in the past." 


Karen Proto, 

54, retired 
“My life didn’t 
really change 
when I was SO. 

The radical shift 
came when I was 
in my forties, 
when my 
children reached 
adulthood. When they grew up. my 
husband and ( had the freedom to spend 
the year sailing around the world in our 
yacht. It’s a fairly physical thing but I 
don’t seem to have any less energy." 


Interviews: Nicole Veash 




Sonny Bono; as if. with the loss of the man 
she had fought with for years, she suddenly 
looked in the mirror and saw what TS Eliot 
called “the skull beneath the skin". The 
most significant quote in the whole inter- 
view is this: “I know it sounds weird but 
how bad, how hard, can dying be? 1 figure 
it's all right because he’s done it and if be 
can do it 1 can do iL I just feel a little less 
anxious, a bit more comforted about be- 
ing dead." 

A few days after her 50th birthday 
George Eliot wrote to a friend: “... I have 
a deep sense of change within and of a per- 
manently closer companionship with 
death." Another of my heroines, Simone 
de Beauvoir, wrote that at 50 she “seemed 
to have crossed a frontier", and yet at the 


same time, the troth of being older “re- 
mains foreign to me”. Having expressed this 
universal paradox she goes on (ioAUSaid 
and Done) to say: “I no longer feel the 
haunting anxiety of death that was so very 
strong in my youth. I have given up rebelling 
against it The idea of my end is with me. 
Beneath my feet there stretches a road; be- 
hind me rt emerges from the darkness and 
in front of me it plunges into the night” 
That sense of brevity concentrates the 
mind most wonderfully, and is a good rea- 
son to look in the mirror with open eyes. 
Good advice to the middle-aged often in- 
volves “re-inventing yourself”, yet again 
there is something desperate about seek- 
ing new roles, new selves. Perhaps the 
bravest thing to do is to accept the role of 


the dying: knowing that each day, in the 
flaking of your skin, and the beating of your 
heart, you are waning as surely as you were 
once waxing - and therefore there is no 
time to waste. I think about death each day 
of my life: it is in the “Mexican Day of the 
Dead" skulls that litter my study. And I find 
them good company. - 

The hardest thing is to convince peo- 
ple that this is not morbid. On the contrary, 
it is a reminder that behind the face in the 
mirror is a spirit, and now is the time to 
realise that things of the spirit have to be 
allowed their space. Beauty and sexuality 
-wicked and deceptive things that caused 
90 much trouble - are hard to lose, but I 
love what I have brought along the way, 
without reinvention. I know there are many 


more books in me, but it does not partic- 
ularly bother me if I write them, or take 
up painting again, or do the garden. 

I tiptoe towards age with a husband of 
30 years* standing, glad that the impulses 
of wild youth did not drive him away. With 
a son of 24 and a daughter of 18 who are 
a Ear greater achievement than backpack- 
ing across India. With parents and in-laws 
I love, and with dear friends with whom I 
share a conversation unto death. Music, 
painting, sculpture, books and the fields and 
trees and wfldflowers outside my window 
matter to me now far more than they did 
when I was 30. 1 am overwhelmed with rich- 
ness, and yet I am not afraid of the day 
when I have to give them up, and enter the 
darkness. Or the light 


Understanding his anger might end your holiday hell 


) I LEMMAS 



IRGINIA 
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Daphne’s husband has 
asked his mother along 
for a few days of a 
fortnight’s holiday out 
of a sense of duty. 
Daphne finds her inane 
wittering washes over 
her as she’s good at 
heart but her husband 
is constantly irritated, 
behaves rudely and 
makes feces behind her 
back. Daphne finds the 
situation stressful. What 
can she do? 
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We have all heard stories of 
people’s ghastly mothers or fa- 
thers and when we’ve met them 
have found them to be unfail- 
ingly sweet, courteous, intelli- 
gent and charming. What we, 
and Daphne, fail to take into ac- 
count is how they behaved as 
parents. One frfand of mine was 
beaten mercilessly with a 
leather strap and locked into 
cupboards by -her alcoholic 
mother. She bates beuAnd yet 
out of a curious sense of duly, 
she continues to see much of 
her, putting herself under con- 
stant stress. 

How, for instance^ could 
one ever forgive a mother who 
had sent one away to boarding 
school, miserable and hying to 
hide one’s tears? Or a father 
who had been totally disinter- 
ested in us as children? Wbal 
is more interesting is why adult 
children find it so difficult to ex- 
press their hatred against their 
parents and often try to hide it 
from both their parents and 
themselves, by keeping in con- 
stant touch, often under the 
guise of that frightful word, 
“duty". 

But what duty do we have to 
bad parents? And yet there is 
an absolute taboo about not lev- ' 
ing one's parens^howe re r th ey 
behaved in the pasL.Bosjour- 
mg thy father and mother is, af- 
ter all, enshrined in the 10 
p pirmTianrime n ts - j recently saw 
a boy on a television show who 
had, when hs mother was away, 
sold her car and gmeoo a spree 
with his girlfriend with the 
money. 

When she returned he said 
he did it because he hated her. 
She sank into deep depression 
and ended up in hospital. Even 


when he revealed that he bat- 
ed his mother because she 
married a man who loathed his 
step-children so much that be’ 
built a separate house in the 
garden for them to live in. he 
stopped them ever seeing their 
mother alone, and insisted they 
went away to school, the audi- 
ence was united in their con- 
demnation of his actions. “But 
she was his motherr they 
shrieked. “How could he?" • 

- His attitude seemed to me 
utterly understandable. This 
woman had betrayed him, and 
be wanted to hurt her as much 
as possible in return. Not very 
charitable, perhaps, but at least 
be was open and didn’t kow-tow 
to her for the rest of his life out 
of a sense of duty. Interesting- 
ly, since the incident, he and his 
mother were getting on far 
better than they ever had done 
before. 

If Daphne’s husband could 
be persuaded to talk about his 
childhood and perhaps get in 
touch with some of the anger 
he feels about his mother, and 
then, acknowledging it, put it in 
the past where ft belongs, he 
might be persuaded to treat her 
in a more civilised way. If he’s 
«mahle to do rilk, he should see 
far less of his mother and cer- 
tainty not ask her cm holiday. Or 
perhaps the woman treats him 
like a child, even ihou^i he's an 
adult. No wonder he behaves 
like one in response. 

Parents don’t have a right to 
love and respect. They have to 
earn it like everyone else. Sim- 
ply giving a child enough to eat 
and enough clothes to cover 
him is not enough. Yes, we cer- 
tainty owe a dnty to our parents 
if they suddenty become old and 


cranky doe to age and illness. 
But not if they have behaved 
unfeelingly to us in the past 
This, I suspect, is Daphne’s 
husband's problem and perhaps 
Daphne could be a bit more 
charitable to his moods while, 
without criticising him, per- 
suading him that these holiday 
visits are pointless unless he can 
resolve his rage and behave in 
a more civil manner. 

READERS' 

REPLIES 


There are many milestones 
on the road to maturity. Some 
of us think we’ve readied adult- 
hood when we’ve completed 
our education, or married or 
taken out our first mortgage. AH 
these are useful markers on our 
journey, but learning how to be- 
have as adults towards our own 
parents seems to be one of the 
most difficult milestones to 
achieve. 

My sisters and I spent many 
young adnlt years complaining 
about our mother and com- 
paring examples of her irritat- 
ing behaviour. Of course, this 
attitude was obvious in the 
way we spoke to her and treat- 
ed her. 

Eventually, moaning with 
my sisters became a fctft of a bore 
and I understood that treating 
my mother badly said much 
more about me than it did 
about her. Finally, I made the 
decision to treat her with the 
same courtesy I would show to 
anyone else. 

Looking back on it, this 
seems like an important mile- 
stone; the point when I became 


an adult, separate and more or 
less equal to my mother. I 
imagine she bad already seen 
me this way for years, bat it 
wasn’t realty true until I could 
see myself this way. 

Daphne’s husband is be- 
having like an adolescent and 
needs some encouragement to 
take the next step on that road 
to maturity. 

Pridfla Pkxki, London WB 

Daphne*!* husband is acting 
like a petulant brat The most 
likely reason for his rudeness to 
her is that he’s embarrassed by 
her and finds her immensely ir- 
ritating. His disrespect for her 
is his way of dissociating him- 
self from her, telling the world 
that she may be his mother but 
she makes him cringe. 

This is the way spoilt chil- 
dren behave when their parents 

nic them; thro wing Tant nnrtR he- 
canse Daddy wouldn’t buy 
them a BMW for their ISth. I’m 
sure he wouldn't dream of be- 
ing so 01 mannered and churl- 
ish towards colleagues that 
annoy him. He’s lucky to have 
a mother whose worst crime is 
inane wittering. 

Leybi Sonai, Gasgow 

Duty shotdd not be forgotten 

when it comes to the elderly, 
who need help and to feel 
loved, but should be kept with- 
in bounds. I personalty fed that 
sacrificing several days of a fort- 
night’s holiday is too much, but 
they may be stuck with it this 
year. Could they go on a holi- 
day next year which the moth- . 
er would not enjoy and, in 
advance, arrange a special treat 
to compensate? 

Alcvgoret Brown, Sevenoaks 


NEXT WEEK’S DILEMMA 


Dear Virginia, I have a small 
spare room in my flat and 
because I am very lonely 1 
have considered letting it 
out to a lodger. We’d have 
to share the kitchen and 
bathroom. 

I’d be realty interested to 
know what the pros and 
cons and are, and whether 
there are any pitfalls. Do 
you or your readers think it 
would be a good idea? 

— Connie 


Letters are welcome, and 
everyone who has a suggestion 
quoted wW be sent a bouquet 
from Interflora. 

Send comments and 
suggestions to Virginia Ironside, 
features Department The ind- 
ependent / Canada Squore, 
Canary Wharf, London EM 
SDL (five 0171-293 2182), by 
Tuesday morning. If you have a 
d Hemma of your own that you 
would Wee to share, please Jet 
me know. 
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Farmers must 

to the 


Z+ Tr 



IMAGINE. The chairman of tbe British Phonographic Recording Asso- 
ciation demands to see the Prime Minister. A press conferencc-is sunjmoned, 
to hear complaints about persisting French subsidies to JohnnyHallyday. 
The Government, it is asserted, has a moral obligation to supportrecord 
producers and studios. What nonsense, we would say. Here is a, self-in- 
terested group hying to suborn tax payments and buck consumer trends. 
Why can’t they make a living in the market, like the rest off us? - 

Yesterday fanners were at something similar, bleating like a spring lamb. 
Farm incomes have been falling. BSE has struck bard at Inestpck farm- 
ers. The last year has confirmed Lhe way agriculture has been shrinking as 
an employer and as a proportion of national product; taken as a whole the 
leisure industries do indeed bulk larger. v •• 

We live (at least in the West) in a world awash in food. Setf-sufEtiency is 
an anachronistic notion. Trees and housing head the UagJjst of alternative 
uses of land currently used - often enough abused - for arable and pastoral 
production. The British farming industry could continue shrinking (a decline 
which, oddly, has not shown through in land prices) and consumers would 
not feel a thing - except lower prices. As for ruifd employment, it depends 
less and less on farming, and Labour has bright ideas on how to diversify. 

So why should not market logic apply to this sector, as it has - merci- 
lessly - to steel. coal and financial services? It is true that the countryside 
occupies a special place in the national psyche. Our economic destiny is 
urban but our identity and imagination feed off the idea of a deep, green 
and pleasant England, with its Welsh and Scottish variants. The trouble 
with fanners is that they have too often proved the worst enemy of that 
idealised countryside; they spray it, chop it down, pollute it. Townspeople 
are more solicitous, as ramblers, visitors and taxpayers. 

Over the years farmers have sought to exempt themselves from moder- 
nity by exerc ising Lheir peculiar leverage on the right of politics. They have 
used it to fend off market forces which in other contexts the right approved 
of. It is one of the markers of the Conservative Party’s present confused 
discontents that its leaders cannot see a germ of contradiction here. Eu- 
ropean agricultural support remains a cesspit. Farmers do have a case on 
beef - for swifter acceptance by the European Commission that monitor- 
ing procedures have improved, and a swifter timetable for reintroducing 
British beef exports. Groups in distress, such as the hiD fanners of the Welsh 
and F-n gtidi uplands, deserve sympathy. For foe rest, the Government should 
treat fanners for what they are: another interest group with a keen ap- 
petite for the contents of the public trough. 

Blair unleashes the 
party heresy-hunters 

LONG BEFORE he was elected leader of foe Labour Party, Tony Blair 
was at foe forefront of plans to introduce democracy into its mechanisms. 
So successful has he been that it is barely credible today that as recently 
as 1993 the trade unions controlled almost 90 per cent of conference votes, 
and foe idea of one member, one vote provoked heated debate. Yet it seems 
from his latest plan that Mr Blair, champion of party democracy, believed 
one thing when it suited him and another now that he is in control 

On Tuesday, foe party’s national executive committee approved a sys- 
tem under which the Chief Whip wCU notify each MP’s constituency par- 
ty of their member’s voting record - in particular, “unauthorised absences" 
and occasions when be or she has voted against the Government The of- 
ficial explanation is that this will enable party members to identify those 
MPs with a poor attendance record when it comes to reselection. Perhaps. 
But you do not have to be Machiavelli to recognise the not-so-Iight touch 
of Blairite centralisation at work once again. Does anyone realty imagine 
that this is other than an attempt to identify heretics - those souls who are 
not fully sold on the Blairite project? 

This is of a piece with the exposed refusal of foe NEC to allow Ken Liv- 
ingstone’s name to go forward into any selection contest for the party’s can- 
didate for Mayor of London. Democracy means that sometimes the result 
is inconvenient You cannot pick and choose foe results. 

Meanwhile, foe much-pilloried public services minister, David Clark, 
has come up with a rather more sensible plan for yearly reports. His pro- 
posal that each Commons select committee takes annual evidence from 
its relevant ministers on their progress over foe past year and plans for 
foe next, and that they offer marks out of ten, is precisely the sort of thing 
New Labour should be about It smacks of a genuine attempt at openness 
and at demystifying the mechanics of government 

The leadership’s desire to run a wefl-oiled machine is admirable. Labour’s 
old habits were not admirable; they were chaotic. But there is a fine line 
between sensible discipline and rigid, unthinking control 

Good pay, poor play 

ACCORDING TO a survey in next month’s Cricketer magazine, the tra- 
ditionally impoverished professional cricketer is no more. As a result of 
foe game’s television deal some £60m is being pumped into foe counties 
and into players’ pockets. Although this season’s £30,000 average salary 
for capped players would not even pay for a week of Alan Shearer, it marks 
a rise of 35 per cent over 1995 levels. Cricket appears to have adopted a 
special type of performance-related pay where the more you are paid, foe 
worse you perform. When England players were mainly amateurs they reg- 
ularly beat the world. Today they are well rewarded, and can boast one 
win in the past seven one-day matches. 



Emperor and PoWs 

Sir I was appalled by the discour- 
tesy to the Queen and her guest, Em- 
peror AJdhito of Japan. Arthur 
Titberington, riintmuin of foe Japan- 
ese Labour Camps Survivors’ Asso- 
ciation, who has been given almost 
-unlimited coverage to express his 
opinions, does not speak for all Far 
East prisoners of war. 

I also worked on foe Thai-Bur- 
ma railway, at Sonkurai, where 
1,200 out of 1,600 were dead with- 
in three months. I agreed to take . 
part in an escape attempt to let tjbe 
outside world know how prisoners 
worked and died. I am now the only 
survivor of any such attempt from 
Thailand. Five died on our escape. 
After being taken for execution, but 
saved by the intervention of Colonel 
Cyril Wad, I was sentenced to eight 
years’ penal servitude in Outram 
Road jail. 

I stiff have nightmares, but these 
are not caused by foe present or im- 
mediate past generation of Japan- 
ese. We have reached a time, finally, 
to forgive, even though it is impos- 
sible to forget. The future is all- 
important. 

JAMES BRADLEY 
Winchester 

Sin As a Japanese national who has 
lived in Britain for over 17 years I 
was surprised by Tony Blair’s state- 
ment regarding the FoW problem. 
It is sad that economic necessity has 
overruled the suffering that foe 
PoWs and internees experienced. 
However, it is equally sad that the 
British right-wing media has hi- 
jacked foe FOW issue and used it as 
a stick to beat Japan. 

Neither country can take tbe 
moral high ground; Japan because 
of the atrocities committed by its sol- 
diers during and before the Second 
World 'War, and Britain because of 
its poor record in Ireland, India and 
China during the years of the British 
Empire. 

The real crime in this affair is foe 
crime of nationalism. Japan was a 
poor country at the beginning of the 
20th century and was desperate to 
catch up with Western nations. It 
utilised nati onalism and imperialism 
as tools to achieve industrialisation. 
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a process which brutalised tbe com- 
mon Japanese worker, who was 
forced to work e xtrem ely hard for 
minimum reward and in the harsh- 
est of conditions. The Emperor was 
used as an icon to concentrate the 
spiritual energy of the nation, to jus- 
tify foe hardship and giso the plun- . 
dering of other nations. The 
pathological atrocities perpe trated by 
foe Japanese soldiers illustrate the 
intensity of this totalitarian regime, 
under which foe Japanese people 
also suffered. 

Why not call it quits and forget 
it? Because those who forget the past 
are condemned to repeat iL The way 
forward for Japan is to start teach- 
ing foe young people in school ex- 
actly what went on during the war. 
They are being extremely complacent 
by not doing so. We cannot turn a 
new leaf without coming to terms 
with the past. 

TOKUKO HASHIMOTO 
Editor 

Eikoku News Digest 
London E2 

Sin As a war veteran myself, one of 
whose school chums was tortured 
and beheaded by his Japanese cap- 
tors for foe “crime" of attempting to 
defend his country against a ruthless 
invading army described by Sir Don- 
ald Maitland (letter. 25 May) as 
“brave and skilful" (a plaudit equal- 
ly applicable to foe Nazi SS). 1 have 
a confession to make. 

I don’t hate the Japanese, some 
80 per cent of whom were either bom 
after the war, or too late to take any 
part in iL But I have little time ei- 
ther for (hose who concealed their 
bestial war record for so long from 
their own children, and who think 
that saying “sorry” somehow heals 
the shattered lives and bodies of our 
miserably recompensed heroes who 
stood against them, and whom we 
now treat so shamefully. 

LEN CLARKE 
Uxbridge. Middlesex 


Sin 1 travelled from Australia specif- 
ically to attend the protest against the 
Japanese Emperor. My unde died 
in a FoW camp in 1943. According 
to his pals who survived he was treat- 
ed inimmaniy. As I am his closest liv- 
ing. relative; I- feel duty-bound to 
representwhatlbptieve he would da 
were he able. I am not driven by a 
desire for “blood-money”. A simply 
apology would suffice. 

JOE O’BRIEN 
MUnrow, 

Greater Manchester 

Sir: I have every sympathy for foe ex- 
periences endured by foe former 
PoWs. However, the Japanese gov- 
ernment has already apologised, 
which Emperor Akihito cannot do 
because of his constitutional position. 
During the Queen's visit to Punjab 
last year, no apology was made for 
foe Amritsar massacre. 

BALRAJ SINGH GILL 
Slough, 

Berkshire 

Sir. The vast majority of people in 
Japan today were not even bora un- 
til after the atrocities. If we are to 
hold people responsible for their an- 
cestors’ crimes, then we, the British 
people, will spend the best part of 
foe rest of our lives apologising. I 
don’t accept responsibility for foe 
slave trade or any of the countless 
crimes committed by British citizens 
under foe banner of imperialism. 
CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT 
Reading, Berkshire 

Sin As a student of uniform. I tend 
to dip all pictures of people wear- 
ing them for my files. But today (27 
May) 1 do not intend lo keep your 
front page picture, as I do not wish 
to embarrass members of the Roy- 
al Corps of Signals by preserving an 
image of foe display of shocking bad 
manners by one of their number. 
MEGAN C ROBERTSON 
Crewe, Cheshire 


Voices of prejudice 

Sir. My recent experiences confirm 
foe Leonard Cheshire report on at- 
titudes to disabled people (“Disabled 
shut out by wall of prejudice", 26 
May). Following a diagnosis of mo- 
tor neurone disease at the end of last 
year, my speech has become affect- 
ed. This greatly affects the way peo- 
ple who do not know me respond to 
telephone calls.- 

I can bear a change when I begin 
to speak- impatience (some people 
think I am drunk) or gentle patron- 
age (a response to an assumption that 
I have learning disabilities). I have, 
however, identified one benefit - in 
relation to telephone sales people. A 
man from tbe Daily Mail rang the oth- 
er night He could not wait for me 
to explain to him that I was the house- 
holder, said peremptorily that he 
would ring someone else, and put the 
phone down on me. Bravo! 
SANDRA LEVENTON 
Manchester 

March them off 

Sin Now that foe majority of the 
Northern Ireland electorate have 
shown foe Clockwork Orangemen 
where foe door is, perhaps they will 
now allowed to enjoy some of foe 
benefits of being in the United 
Kingdom. 

The first has to be a drastic 
culling of the provocative marches 
we witness every summer. People 
have voted for freedom from their 
bigoted past Now let us see the Gov- 
ernment give it to them. 

W A FRANCIS 
Tonbridge, Kent 

Potent argument 

Sin Do not be loo hard on Viagra; 
it may yet prove the salvation of foe 
rhinoceros. 

HUGOMORRISS 
Banon Mills, Su ffolk 


Cars vs trains * 

Sir. Your leading article of 25 May 
(“Who wants to get on the bus?") ap- 
pears to fall into foe trap of being 
based on “commonly held assump- 
tions” unsubstantia ted by research. 

The point of us commissioning lhe 
MORI poll you refer to was to expose 
what people are actually thinking and 
saying, not what commentators as- 
sume they are thinking and saying. So 
when you. say John Prescott should 
realise that his policy “may not be 
quite as popular with the voters as it 
is made out to be" which research 
sources are you quoting? 

The poll found 90 per cent of peo- 
ple were unlikely to change their vot- 
ing pattern if the Government 
introduced restrictions on cars en- 
tering cities, and 25 per cent would 
actually be more likely to vote for the 
Government if they did this. Onfy 6 
per cent were Less likely to vote for 
the Government. 

The poll showed foe importance 
of understanding what people are re- 
ally saying: for example, it found 75 
per cent would oppose motoring 
charges if they went to the Treasuiy 
- and yet 71 per cent would support 
foe same charges if foe money went 
to public transport. 

DAVID CAMPBELL BANNERMAN 
Communications Director 
Association of Train Operating 
Companies 
London NW1 

Sin John Muldooh’s call for the re- 
turn offftter bins on the Loudon Un- . 
deiground (letters, 27 May) is likely 
to go unanswered. 

London Underground managers 
have told me privately that they are 
reluctant to bring back litter bins be- 
cause there is no evidence that they 
contribute to making stations tidier. 
Without them, most people tend to - 
put their sweet wrappers and dirty 
tissues in their pockets and handbags. 
According to this theory, those who 
drop their rubbish on the platform 
would do so anyway, litter bins or not. 
And, of course, London Under- 
ground saves millions on the expense 
of emptying the bins and disposing 
of their contents. 

CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 
London N19 


A national apology? Of course. Where would you like us to start? 



MILES 

KINGTON 


WE ALL seem to want Japan lo apologise 
for war crimes, but why is it only Japan that 
is expected to feel sorry for anything? Has 
Britain nothing to apologise for? Shouldn't 
Britain feel sorry for occupying so much of 
the East in the first place? We didn't go info 
Burma, for instance, at the invitation of the 
Burmese — we fought, shot and killed our 
way in there. But did we ever say sorry to 
the people of Burma? 

Did we ever say sorry to foe Irish for 
what Cromwell (and a lot of others) did? 

No. of course we didn't. Andifwedid,we 
wouldn't mean it Like children, we say sor- 
ry ^ with our fingers crossed behind our backs. 

So, in order to diffuse the blame a bit, 
I have tabulated a brief round-the-world 
summary of whal we would like a few coun- 
tries to apologise for, and what those coun- 
tries would REALLY like to apologise for. 

We would like foe Japanese to say they 
are sorry for foe cruelly that was practised 


on prisoners of war in World War n. 

The Japanese would like to say that what 
they arc really sorry about is that they did 
not win World War II. Stiff, the way Japan- 
ese history is being rewritten in Japanese 
schools, it is going to look pretty soon as 
if they did win World War IL which they re- 
ally did actually, if only on an economic lev- 
eL Sorry about that ... 

We would like the French to say sorry 
for being so arrogant and refusing to un- 
derstand ns even when we Uy to speak 
French. 

The French would like to say how sor- 
ry they are that French, which is an infinitely 
superior language to English and used to 
be the universal language of diplomats and 
gentlemen, has been replaced by the clum- 
sy Anglo-Saxon tongue which, by sheer ac- 
cident, has been adopted by the barbaric 
Americans, who can never think of any good 
film ideas of their own but ore always re- 


making French films very badly, ah, ces 
cretins americains ... 

We would like the Germans to apolo- 
gise for making up for a couple of world 
war defeats by always sneaking lucky vic- 
tories against foe English in football. 

The Germans would like to apologise for 
nothing. 

We would like foe Americans to apol- 
ogise for inflicting McDonalds on foe rest 
of the work!, or, foiling that, at least to apol- 
ogise for Disney turning so many good Eu- 
ropean stories (Pinocchio, Hercules, etc) 
into the same American junk culture, or, 
at foe very least, for sending all foe worst 
aspects of American culture abroad, and 
keeping all the very best at home. 

The Americans would like to apologise 
for having rescued Europe in two world ware 
and gotten nothing but ingratitude in return, 
and theywon’t be making that mistake again. 

We would like the Australians to apolo- 


gise for being too good at cricket and rugby. 

The Australians would like to apologise 
for thinking that Terry Venables could get 
them into foe football World Cup finals. 

Wc would like foe Russians to apolo- 
gise for making 3 hash of Communism. 

The Russians would like to apologise for 
having failed to realise, during seventy 
years of Communism, that Mafia methods 
represented the true way forward all along. 

Wc would like foe Swedes to apologise 
for Abba. 

The Swedes would like to apologise for 
Abba. 

We would like the Israelis to apologise for 
going on and on about the Holocaust while 
hypocritically treating the Palestinians as an 
inferior race whose land they can steal al wilL 

The Israelis would like to apologise for 
pretending to be in Europe and stealing the 
Eurovision Song Contest as well, and 
they’re welcome. 


We would like foe Norwegians to apol- 
ogise for being boring. 

The Norwegians would like to apologise 

for getting to the South Pole first. 

We would like foe Chinese to apologise 
for there being so many of them. 

The Chinese would like to apologise for 
many things, but not while anyone from foe 
West is listening. 

We would like the Belgians to apologise 
for there not being six famous Belgians. 

The Belgians would like to say, Not 
six famous Belgians? We are very sorry 
but haven’t you heard of Rend Magritte? 
Georges Simenon? Django Reinhardt? 
Adolphe Saxe? Eddie Merckx? And’ 

think - ah, Jacques Brel! 
Pnew! Glad you didn’t want seven famous 
Belgians 

Full list of global apologies on request Just 
send blank cheque. 
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If you want them to say sorry 
don’t ask their government 



RUPERT 

CORNWELL 




teetering between political correctness and 
downright absurdity. 

If the Potato Karainc, slavery and the treat- 
ment of British prisoners in South-East Asia, 
then why not public contrition to Whies for 
being forced into the Union, to Scotland for 
Cufloden, indeed, to every country subject- 
ed to the attentions of Britannia Imperatrix? 

After all, the soldiers were stationed in Asia 
55 years ago to protect an empire imposed, 
unsought and unwanted, upon native popu- 

Intinnc n>rhmxl in ramul •_ .1 •_ 


ONCE MORE THE apology season is 
upon us. An American President who apol- 
ogised for medical experiments upon un- 
knowing blacks has now apologised - well, 
almost apologised - for slavery. A British 
Prime Minister has apologised for the 19 th- 
century Potato Famine in Ireland. 

Some Australians (with the notable ex- 
ception of their government) have Just apol- 
ogised to the Aborigines. And the Japanese 
have almost, but not quite, apologised for their 

horrific treatment of captured British war pris- 
oners in the camps of South-East Asia. 

But what can these formal acts of contri- 
tion achieve? And, beyond an inner-glow of 
self-righteousness and short-term political 
expediency, the answer, one must reluctantly 
conclude, is: no thing . 

The apology, official and unofficial, is part 
of our confessional age. Admit the sin and 
it will be expunged from your record; the past 
will be set to rights and sweet reason will pre- 
vail Confess to guilt over the Potato Ramin e 
today, and over Bloody Sunday tomorrow, and 
the way wiD be eased towards a settlement 
in Ireland. 

Would that it were so simple, that un- 
pleasant events could be wished away, air- 
brushed from the collective memory like 
Trotsky or Bukharin from a Soviet photograph 
of Lenin. Alas, apologies by governments, 
however well-intentioned, cannot do that, for 
the past is part of our present 

The divisions of Ireland and the brutali- 
ties visited upon British POWs on the other 
side of the world offer a common lesson: If 
apology and forgiveness are to mean anything, 
they must be at the level of the individual. 

How inconvenient that must be for Tbny 
Blair, so irritated by our national obsession with 
the past Indeed he must have reflected on the 
irony erf the nxjoanfr of his foture-txientedkin^ 
dom bestowing the Older of the Garter upon 
her guest, thus using mediaeval m umbo-jum- 
bo to pour petrol on the flames of a contro- 
versy our Prime Minister devoutly wishes 
would disappear m the hfefaer interests of trade, 
mutual affection and prosperity for all 

But just as only the capacity of the indi- 
vidual inhabitants of Northern Ireland to for- 
give the outrages visited upon their families 
and communities by their foes can turn the 
Good Friday settlement into a permanent 
peace, so it must be for the veterans and their 
captors to find their own accommodation. 

Anything less would be akin to the eyes- 
lowered handshake of apology wrung from 
a boy found guilty of schoolyard bullying- a 
grudging truce that makes it no less likely he 
will pick the very same fight the next week. 

And, you might ask, if Japan must seek a 
pardon, should we escape censure? TTiis pol- 
itics fry gesture could continue ad infinitum, . 


own land. Have we apologised for that? 

Perhaps, official remorse has been ex- 
pressed. But m the hearts of individual British 
people - in other words the national subcon- 
scious —the Empire remains a source of pride 
not shame. No formulation of words from our 
rulers will make the slightest difference. 

But it will be asked, what of the Germans? 
After all they have apologised, and have we 
not made our peace with them? Indeed, we 
have, but not, 1 would argue, as a result of any 
formal statements on the part of the German 
government (and these have been legion), nor 
because of the huge sums paid by Bonn to 
compensate vic tims of the Nazi regime. 

No, the decisive element has been the vis- 
ible sorrow and sense of guilt of individual Ger- 
mans - a trauma whose collective legacy is a 
country to this day scared of its own shadow. 

When Chancellor Willy Brandt fell to his 
knees in 1970 before the monument to the 
victims of the Jewish ghetto in Warsaw, and 
when President Richard von WcizsScker 
delivered his famous speech of national 
expiation, asking why everyone went about 
their usual business as “the trains which rolled 
in the night” carried the innocent to the death- 
camps, both men were expressing not just their 


The most fitting 
atonement for wars is to 
ensure they never occur 
again - deeds not words 


country’s anguish but their own. Nie wieder 
- Never Again - is not a hollow slogan, but 
the deepest wish of almost every German. If 
Japan's post-war behaviour is a guide, it is the 
deepest wish of the Japanese people, too. The 
proof of repentance lies in deeds, not words. 

The most fitting atonement for war and its 
savageries is to ensure they never occur again. 
The two most bellicose of this century's pow- 
ers have become its most pacifist Regret, sor- 
row, pain, contrition... it matters not which 
mfini^caI3?rateddioice ofwonk finally pass- 
es the lips of the Emperor or his government 

I would be the last to make light of the 
unspeakable sufferings of those veterans 
who turned theirbacks on the Emperor along 
the Mall and burned his country's flag. For 
the former prisoners who can forgive, I have 
boundless admiration. For those who cannot, 
I have equally boundless understanding. 

How would 1 react in similar circum- 
stances? Having never been put to suchatxial 
I simply do not know. What I do know how- 
ever, is that the apology and the Jbigrveoess 
which count are those freely arrived at be- 
tween individuals, between be who inflicted 
misery and he who endured it 


Pagans and the craggy home of 
the playboy of the western world 



JOHN 

WALSH 


E t to the Aran Islands the other 
those three strips of flat lime- 
e and paldiwork-quiU fields off 
the west coast of Ireland, fans of Father 
Ted will be familiar with the smallest 
island, lnishecr, because it doubles as 
Crag gy Island in the aerial credit 
sequence, but otherwise the Arans 
remain a mysterious presence on the 
Atlantic coast - beyond civilisation, 
beyond the stone wilderness of Con- 
nemara, a place off the scale when it 
comes to elemental wildness. 

Fd gone there in the footsteps of 
John Millington Synge, the Irish play- 
wright, who first set foot on the Arans 
in May 1S98. According to literary 
myth, he was told to go there by WB 
Yeats, when the two men met in Paris 
two years earlier - to go and “express 
a life that has never found expression”. 

He landed on lnishmore (“the big 
island”) on 10 May. but found it a bor- 
ingly ordinary fishing port, albeit with 
a dramatic medieval stone fort perched 
on a 300ft cliff. After two weeks, he 
headed for Inishmaan (“the middle is- 
land") and stayed for two months, tak- 
ing in a brief excursion to Inisheer (“the 
small island") at the end. 

And from this unpromising terrain 
of stony field and storm-lashed beach, 
he invented Anglo-Irish drama. 

Is that pitching it too high? Certainly, 
from listening to the locals’ conversa- 
tion (and that of the servant girls 
through the floorboards of his room) and 
rendering it into English while keeping 
its Celtic rhythm, be found the melan- 
cholic, meandering but passionate voice 
that became the sound of Irish drama 
this century, from The Playboy of the 
Western World to Martin McDonagh’s 
Leenane Trilogy , which is currently 
knocking ’em dead on Broadway. 

What he found was a small commu- 
nity of fishing people and subsistence 
fanners, who spoke Gaelic and loved 
news, and for whom pagan gods and 
spirits and fairies were real everyday 
things- It must have been like discovering 
magical realism walking towards him on 
a windy beach. 

He wrote about their dothes, espe- 
cially the red petticoats of the women 
and the waistcoats and calf-skin shoes 
(“paropooties") of the men, which had 
to be soaked in water evety night to soft- 
en their hides. He hung out with the giris 
on the beach (they admired his enor- 
mous camera and his handsome mous- 
tache) and played his violin for the 



oldsters in the pub. The locals asked him 
about the progress of the Spanish- 
American war and bragged about their 
fame abroad. 

Because most of the strangers they 
met were philologists, the islanders 
concluded that most Europeans were fix- 
ated on their tongue. “Believe me," one 
man assured Synge, “there are few rich 
men now in the world who are not study- 
ing the Gaelic." 

A nd if he were alive now, and went 
to see the place? On Inish- 
jnaan, a horrible pink neon sign 
announces a nearby BVB and there is 
a ramshackle burger shack on the 
beach. But the modem world hasn’t 
treated the place too badly. 

Paddy Crowe, who plies the local ferry 
between the islands ami the Clare main- 
land, carries a mobile phone and calls 
his boat “The Happy Hooker”. His wife 
Sarah makes coffee from a Krups espres- 
so machine in her super-modem kitchen. 
Their children are bilingual but speak 
Irish at break-rime m the 32-desk scbooL 
There are four ponies and traps, 
three cars, three pubs and no crime. The 
grocer’s shop sells loose nails, potato 
farls, lamp oil and a biography of Sean 
O’Casey, but your more sophisticated 
requirements {prosciutto, capers, the 
Independent) must be ordered from Gal- 
way and sent by ferry. 

Tmshmaan, where Synge spent the 
most tune, is bleaker, stonier, hiilier and 
more savage than its neighbours, and its 

population is dwindling 


The last recorded “pampootie” was 
worn in 1988, and the elderly Aran ladies 
don’t wear red petticoats any more; in- 
stead they process grandly past you in 
full black skirts and shawls crocheted in 
umpteen primary colours. 

There is just one pub, known to all 
as “The Pub", where the landlord is 
Padraig Sean Brian - his second and 
third Christian names being the names 
of his grandfather and father, a kind of 
grid-reference on the map of island 
relationships and descendendes. 

Surnames are pretty irrelevant any- 
way, since everyone you meet is a 
Eaberty, aConeefly ora McDonagh, just 
as they were in Synge's rime. 

I found the cottage where he stayed, 
four summers running. It is fantastically 
dilapidated, but they plan to restore it 
this year, to offer guided tours, serve vis- 
itors tea and cakes and allow aspiring 
writers a room in which to compose. 

Otherwise, Jnisbmaan is winding 
down. Twenty years ago, there were 250 
souls; now there are 171. There are only 
16 children in theschool. “I don’t see 
much future for the island,” said one 
boni-and-bred Inishmaanite. “People 
will disappear, or else theyTl grow up, 
leave and not come back." 

What they dread most is not be- 
cominga ghost island, but of being over- 
run by Europeans, as Achill has been 
overrun by Germans. 

As you stand on the hillside by the 
stone “sear Synge built 100 years ago, 
and look at the gorgeous view - the ser- 
ried lines of dry-stone wall, the tiny green 


John Millington Synge (left). 
inventor of Anglo-Irish drama 
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fields above, tbe smooth playing-fields 
of rock below, the far Homeric Cliffc of 
Moher - you think: It’s time another 
Playboy appeared, to save this outcrop 
of the western world from extinction. 

T he national hostility that hangs 
like a Bhopal cloud over the 
Japanese emperor’s visit has sur- 
prised many people. 

Why (they ask) the tone animosity 
about the Japanese war record? Why, 
do we find it so hard to foigjve the Japan- 
ese the Burma-Siam Railway? More to 
the point, why is it not just the military 

veterans who still bear a grudge against 

the Yellow Peril but a younger (male) 
generation in their forties and fifties who 
never took part in the conflict? 

The reason may be found in the anti- 
Japanese iconography of the comics we 

read m the late where the guards 

always wore shorts and granny specta- 
cles and waved Samurai swords around 
and yelled l A l aaiiieee! You die, Biitish 
dog" when crossed by the brave Allied 
prisoners. But it can be located more 
pungentiy in a single book. 

It was called The Knights of Bushido 
by Lord Russell of Liverpool. It was a 
email paperback that every schoolboy of 
my generation remembers, for it was 
passed from hand to hand in playground 
and locker room like a nasty variant of 
the Kama Sutra. 

And there was, indeed, something a 
wee bit perverse about its lovingly de- 
tailed, close-up descriptions of Japan- 
ese war crimes, complete with grotesque 
pictures of emaciated bodies being bru- 
talised and tortured 

Like a basic primer of cruelty, it 
offered to our astonished eyes a glimpse 
of how inventively sadistic human be- 
ings could be with each other, using 
nothing more elaborate than a water 
hose, a handful of rice seeds and a length 
of barbed wire. 

Lord Russell a First World Whr sol- 
dier and lawyer turned military prose- 
cutor, also wrote The Scourge of the 
Swastika, a companion volume about 
Nazi war crimes - but that wasn't near- 
ly as gory and we didn’t bother with it. 

Every literate male fortysomething 
I’ve spoken to remembers the Bushido 
volume and how soiled they felt after 
only dipping into it. 

I'm certain it embedded a gene of 
Nippophobia in our hearts, inextricably 
entwined with our first stirrings of 
sado-masochism. 


Piracy is a threat, but the Internet is the performer’s best friend 



WENDY 

GROSSMAN 


BRITISH Music Rights, a cam- 
paigning organisation set up by 
music publishers and com- 
posers, are demanding that the 
Government kick into the en- 
forcement of copyright on the 
Internet, mskring that Britain's 
third largest invisible export 


could be badly damaged with- 
out a legal framework. 

Now it has become possible 
to download CD -quality mu- 
sic from Websites, music pub- 
lishers are following in the 
footsteps of law enforcement, 
print publishers, and govern- 
ments in demanding regulation 
to mitigate their fear of losing 
control. 

Speaking as a former inter- 
nationally obscure folk singer, 
it’s pretty galling to see a huge, 
galumphing industry notorious 
for ripping off its artists plead- 
ing that there will be no incen- 
tive to invest in new work if the 
Internet isn’t regulated now. 

EMI made £307m in prof- 
its last year; compare that to the 
£40m the industry estimates it 
is losing to piracy. 

While it is tree that the many 
smafl record labels would be for 


more seriously damaged if pira- 
cy runs out of control we all 
know perfectly well that any 
money clawed back from reg- 
ulating Internet downloads 
won't go to those small com- 
panies. It will go to the big play- 
ers: them that has, gets. 

Hie Internet does not need 
special regulation in order to 
stop piracy. It is already dear- 
ly illegal to sell bootlegged 
copies of copyrighted works; the 
precise nature of the distribu- 
tion mechanism is irrelevant. 

Requiring Internet service 
providers and tdecommumca- 
tioos companies to act as copy- 
right police is still more 
inappropriate. British Music 
Rights have singled out Web- 
based fen sites, someof winch: 
have offered unreleased concert 
recordings orstudio out-takes. 

Fm more sympathetic on 


this last point, since artists only 
have the light to control the first 
recording of their songs (after 
that, issuing a licence to another 
artist to cover the song is auto- 
matic), and publication on the 
Web might easily jeopardise 
that right. 

But can there be any sight 
more graceless than last year’s 
demands from Oasis’s man- 
agement that Web-site owners 
take down all copyrighted 
materia) (photos, videos, song 
dips, lyrics)? A distinction has 
to be made between a for- 
profit bootleg operation and a 
fen site. 

- Copyright law is commonly 
thought of as existing to give 
creative artists the chance to 
profit from their work to that 
they can afford to go on being 
extafive artists. But ft has a bal- 
ancing purpose, too, which is to 


give the public fair access to that 
work. 

The fair use doctrine, which 
permits things like quoting 
from books and articles for the 
purpose of review, parody, or 
comment, does not apply to 
music. The use of the tiniest 
prion of a tune may be subject 
to legal action, even though mu- 
sicians throughout history tra- 
ditionally quoted from each 
other’s work much the way 
book authors do. 

If we are going to revise the 
copyright laws for the digital 
era, I believe fair use should be 
applied to music -and film, TV, 
and video, too. 

The music industry has 
more reason than most to be 
scared of the Internet Not 
only does the Net offer a low- 
cost distribution mechanism 
(albeit without the luxurious 


cover art), but it makes it eas- 
ier for independent bands to de- 
velop a following and by-pass 
traditional record companies 
entirely. 

But music publishers could, 
if they chose, see the Internet 
as an opportunity to build clos- 
er relationships between bands 
and Britain’s 6m Web users. 
They could learn to use the 
unique qualities of the Net to 
sell products that would have 
been uneconomic before, such 
as niche artistes, scraps of mu- 
sic too short for radio play but 
suitable for Windows start-up 
noises, or custom recordings of 
personalised lyrics. 

Unfortunately, British 
Music Rights has done the 
equivalent of declaring war on 
the Net Not the best market- 
ing strategy for a new millen- 
nium. I’d have thought. ' 


The Listener 

ANN DIAMOND." is recognised as 
one of the most dogged interviewers 
in the British.’ media. This has not 
changed since toe and . Nick Owen 
joined LBC Radio. . ' 

In a recent' confrontation with 
Mark Oaten, Chairman of tbe All Par- 
ly Group qc Far East Prisoners of Wbr, 
she repeatedly asked tbe Liberal 
Democrat MP for Winchester if he. 
didn’t have . sympathy for those 
protesting the visit of the Japanese 
Emperor. Yes, he did feel tony. Oat- 
en said over and over, to the point that 
ft was becoming habitual. 

Later, Oaten told friends that he 
suspected Diamond had been wrong- 
ly briefed that he was not sympathetic 
fo the POWscausel “I wish Nick had 
befcn there,” he mused tiredly. 


We like Harry 

A RATHER nasty British media story 

tta«v surfaced in, of all places, New" 

Y»rk > sF^Z^K^RcoDcmisHarry 

Evans and his period as editor of the 
Sunday Times in 1972. 

It appears the distingnislied for- 
mer editor and ■ husband of Una 
Brown has truly been the victim of a 
unfair hatchet job. 

The media editor of Village Voice, 
James Ledbetter; has accused Evans 
of helping- to “hory compelling evi- 
dence that the British military 
planned in advance the i nfa mous 
1972 Londondoiy attack known as 
'Bloody Sunday"** 

. The troth is. that an initial piece 
by Murray Sayle and Derek Hmnphrft 
with assistance from Peter Pringle, 
was . spiked by the Sunday Tones’ 


PANDORA cwiiout 


lawyers. * < I remember Murray Sayle 
crying when tbe piece was stopped," 
Pzfeigle reeaSs. 

Bat he points out that Evans then, 
sent his ‘‘fnsightTkam'’ to Northern 
Ward for three months solely to 


was a massive story that upheld 
most of Sayle’s and Humphry’s orig- 
inal accusations. 

None (/ this was mentioned in I^S- 
lage Kmae, a l;«5og “alternative” NYC 
newspaper which regularly launches 
attacks on mainstream newspapers 
like the Afew York Times and the Dai- 
ly News. - 

• BferoW Evans is now, of coarse, 
rice-darirman of the Daily News. 


ANYBODY who has seen Tim Roth 
acting in Reservoir Dog s or his latest 
film, Uar, has to respect the man’s in- 
tensity. But if you have the kind of en- 
ergy Roth has, it’s evidently not all that 
easy to switch it off. 

Last night in the Groncho, Roth 
.was having a beer with friends. One 
cdebrity-watcher noticed not only was 
the Hollywood star chewing gum but 
he was smoking at the same time. 

Peace on earth 

ONE OF the bitterest fends of the 
Nineties is clearly over. Their out-of- 
court settlement was announced 
months ago by Harrods owner, 
Mohamed A1 ftyed, and Condfi Nast, 
publishers of Vanity Fair, the celebrity 


and investigative magazine which ran 
an unflattering profile of the Egyptian. 

While the Knightsbridge shop is 
once again placing ads in Cond£ 
Nast publications, the ultimate sign of 
peace came a few days ago. Condg 
Nast has won a hotly contested bat- 
tle with National Magazines to pro- 
duce Harrods’ Christmas catalogue. 

Dead end 

EVERYONE was anxious to leave for 
last week’s parliamentary recess but 
a debate on the Common Agricultural 
Policy detained many of them. 

Rrndora basgreat sympathy for Jean 
CorstonMP for Bristol East, whose ad- 
journment debate came as the Last piece 

of butoiess on tbe agenda, the so-criHed 
“graveyard slot". The title of her 
debate? *ftrnos Vhle Cfcmetety”. 
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Do you worry about whar would happen to your per . 
if you were no longer there? By leaving a legacy co 
Tbe Blue Cross, you can help us give your companion food, 
shelter, kindness and cuddles for the rest rtf his life. 

Every year. The Blue Cross rescue thousands of homeless 
pets. We look after them all until loving, new homes can be 
found, no matter bow long it cakes — that’s a promise. 

If you would like us to care for your best friend when 
you’re gone, return the coupon below to find out more about 
making a legacy to The Blue Cross. 
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John Coiley 


JOHN COILEY wasaman dis- 
tinguished by great courtesy 
arj d an erxyclopaedic and schol- 
arfy knowledge of railways. 

In his 17 years in charge of 
the National Railway Museum 
in York, the museum achieved 
a stature and authority without 
precedent in the fields of rail- 
way history and preservation- 
But ft was his personal qualities 
that characterised his adminis- 
tration and inspired profound 
affection and respect among 
colleagues and friends as well 
as those of the wider public who 
came to appreciate and bene- 
fit from his achievements. 

Coiley was bom in 1932 and 
educated at Beckenham and 
Penge Grammar School and 
Selwyn College, Cambridge, 
where he obtained his BA and 
later a PhD in metallurgy. His 
early career was with the Unit- 
ed Kingdom Atomic Energy 
Authority, at Harwell, followed 
by a period in industry as a de- 
velopment manager. Recruited 
in 1973 to the Science Museum 
in London, he presided over the 
crucial stages in the setting up 
of the new railway museum in 
York. He brought with him a 
life-long interest in and knowl- 
edge of railways and arrived in 
the museum as the York initia- 
tive was beginning to take shape. 

The National Railway Mu- 
seum resulted directly from the 
1968 Transport Act which es- 
tablished that the British Rail- 
ways Board should transfer 
responsibility for its outstanding 
historic railway collection to 
the Department of Education 
and Science, which in that con- 
text meant the Science Museum. 

After prolonged deliberation 
on the future location of the col- 
lection, the Minister, Jennie 
Lee, in the debate on the Bill 
on S December 1968, said that, 
“to have one really first-class 


museum at York is in the best 
interest of the people general- 
ly, and it is in keeping with gov- 
ernment policy that we should 
have some high points of ex- 
cellence outside London as 
well as inside”. 

That decision set the some 
for the first major national col- 
lection to be housed outside 
London, as an outstation of the 
Science Museum, and set a 
precedent that other museums 
continue to follow. 

In 1974 Coiley was appoint- 
ed Keeper of the new imurenm 
and led the immense task of 
transferring to York the col- 
lections, then largely housed in 
the Museum of British Trans- 
port in Gapham, south Loodon, 
and installing fee displays in the 
converted building- He saw the 
museum through its successful 
opening by the Duke of Edin- 
burgh on 27 September 1975, 
the 150th anniversary of the 
opening of the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway. 

The museum was an instant 
success. Visitor numbers ex- 
ceeded all expectations, bring- 
ing numerous awards and 
playing an important part in 
transforming York's tourism 
economy. A new standard had 
been set against which railway 
and transport museums would 
be judged internationally. 

Throughout the 1970s and 
1980s the collections continued 
to grow under the teems of a 
condition in the 1968 Act which 
gave the museum the rig ht to 
claim redundant railway mate- 
rial This could have been a 
recipe for unfettered acquisition 
but under Cofleys thoughtful 
leadership, the museum estab- 
lished a selective and carefully 
prioritised collecting policy 
from which ft has continued to 
derive huge benefits. 

Additional premises were 



Colley in 1992 at the National Railway Museum, York, after 17 years at its helm 
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acquired, notably the Railway 
Goods Depot across Leeman 
Road. By the mid-1980s plana 
were well advanced for its open- 
ing, thereby almost doubling the 
size of the museum, when seri- 
ous structural problems were 
encountered with the concrete 
roof of the original hall 
A major programme was 
launched to replace the roof, 
but the core of the National 
Railway Collection stayed on 
public display throughout these 
works by the tr ansfe r of mate- 
rial to two transport exhibitions, 
one in York and one in Swin- 
don. Coiley guided the muse- 
um through these turbulent 
affairs with quiet authority to 
enjoy the accolade in 1991 of 
the National Railway Museum 


gaining the Museum/ of the 
Year Award, 

Within the railway commu- 
nity, Colley’s name was linked 
inescapably with that of tie Na- 
tional Railway Museum. Wher-' 
ever the museum was involved, 
his courtly and considerate 
presence impressed itself. All 
who came into contact with him 
felt that they had made a new 
friend, both of Coiley and of the 
museum. One result was that for 
those who harboured an inter- 
est in railways the museum was 
‘'[heirs*’ in a manner unknown, 
in most other fields. 

Coiley retired in January 
1992, on the eve of the next 
stage of expansion, leaving be- 
hind a museum which was by 
then the most si gnifican t in its 


field anywhere in the world. Al- 
though finances were becoming 
overstretched, under' Colley's 
careful m anagem ent the mu- 
seum had been able to develop 
its photographic archives and 
pictorial collections, sustain a 
programme of conservation of 
locomotives and rolling stock 
and expand its programme of 
loans to bther museums 
throughout the country. 

Tb coincide with his retire- 
ment, a group of bis friends and 
colleagues wrote and edited a 
Festschrift, Perspectives on Rail- 
way History and. Interpretation, 
as a mark df the high regard in 
.which they held him. 

The growing international 
status of the museum bad been 
reflected in Coiky’s contribution 


to the International Association 
of Tbmspart Museums. After his 
retirement, his devotion to the 
museum continued through his 
vigorous support far the Friends 
of the National Railway Muse- 
um. He was an honoured guest 
at the 21st anniversary dinner of 
the Friends just a few days be- 
fore his untimely death from a 
heart attack at Chur, Switzerland, 
where, characteristically, be was 
leading a group exploring tho de- 
lights of alpine - railways. 

John Colley’s gentle manner 
masked a great sense of fun. He 
was an accomplished photogra- 
pher, a lover of fast cars and 

sometime rally driver but his real 
achievement was to ensure that 
in the country of origin of the 
railway as we' know it, there 


should be a national museumof 
stature in which its history, tech- 
nology and contemporary prac- 
tice couJd be properly portrayed. 

Neil Cossons 


JofinArt/Hjr Coffey, museum cura- 
tor: bom 29 A/larth 1932; Sdeatif- 
fc Office r, UKAEA, Harwell 1957-60; 
Scientific Officer, Aeon Laboratories, 
Egham 1960-65; Development 
Manager, Fulmer Research Labo- 
ratories I96S-73; Assistant Keeper, 
Science Museum 1973-74; Keeper, 
Notional Railway Museum. York 
1974-92 ; Member of the Board, In- 
tematkmed Association of Transport 
Museums 1977-91, President 1983- 
86, Vk&Pnesldent 1986-91; married 
1956 Patsy Dixon (two sons, one 
daughter); died Chur, Switzerland 
22 May 199 8. 


Gene Raymond 


AN ACTOR who had a long ca- 
reer in film, television and 
theatre. Gene Raymond will 
nevertheless be best remem- 
bered as the husband of the 
singing star Jeanette MacDon- 
ald. Though Raymond made 
over 40 films, his career never 
equalled his wife's in stature. 

Blond and dashingly hand- 
some, he was a capable leading 
man in many movies, but tend- 
ed to play second-leads in the 
really big ones - be was Mary 
Aster’s cuckolded husband in 
the Gable-Harlow Red Dust 
(1932) and third billed to 
Robert Montgomery and Car- 
ole Lombard in Hitchcock’s 
Mr and Mrs Smith (1941). 

One of the biggest hits in 
which he starred. Flying Down 
to Rio (1933), is notable more 
for the first teaming of Fred As- 
taire and Ginger Rogers, in sup- 
porting roles. The actor’s most 
fondly remembered film is 
Smilin' Thrrn^i (1941), the only 
time he played opposite his wife. 

Bom Raymond Guion in 
New York City in 1908 and ed- 
ucated at the Professional Chil- 
dren’s School, he made his 
theatrical d£but at the age of 
five and had his first Broadway 


role at the age of 12. By the time 
he was 21 he had played major 
roles in five Broadway shows, in- 
cluding Cradle Snatchers (1925), 
in which yenmg Humphrey Bog- 
art was the juvenile lead. 

He was billed under his real 
name in all these shows, bat 
Paramount rechristened him 
Gene Raymond in 1931 when 
they brought him out to Holly- 
wood. His first two films, Per- 
sonal Maid (1931), with Nancy 
Carroll, and Ladies of the Big 
House (1931), with Sylvia Sid- 
ney, set a pattern in which he 
was frequently overshadowed by 
strong leading ladies. 

In Ann Carver's Profession 
(1 933) he was ±e weakling hus- 
band «rfa lawyer (Fay Wny), who 
ends up defending him for mur- 
der, in Brief Moment (1933) a 
rich loafer reformed by the love 
of nightclub singer Carole Lom- 
bard, and he was also teamed 
with Bette Davis in Ex-Lady 
(1933), and Barbara Stanwyck in 
both The Woman Ln Red (1934) 
and the featherweight comedy 
The Bride Walks Out (1936). 

Among his best films were 
the lyrical, beautifully pho- 
tographed Zoo in Budapest 
(1933), in which he displayed a 


rarely tapped sensitivity as an an- 
imal^oving young man who fives 
in the zoo where he works and 
fells in love with a runaway waif 
(Loretta Young) hiding there, 
and two films with Ann Sothem, 
the perky musical Hooray for 
Love (1935) and a comedy The 
Smartest GM in Tbwn (1936). 

Raymond had a pleasant 
tenor voice, and introduced on 
screen two minor standards, 
Brown and Fteed’s'AD I Do Is 
Dream of You” in die Joan 
Crawford vehicle Sadie McKee 
(1933X are! wife Harriet HHlyard, 
“Let's Have Another Cigarette" 
by Magjdson and WrubeL 

Smilin' Through, shot in lush 
colour, was his last film before 
war service, during which he 
served as a pilot in the B-17 
bomber group that inaugurat- 
ed precision bombing. 

Resuming his career, be was 
the fianc6 of die kleptomaniac 
T .amine Day in the complex 
film noir The Locket (1946), 
then produced and directed a 
modest mystery movie. Million 
Dollar Mekend (1947), in which 
he played the starring role as an 
embezzler. The film was not a 
success, and Raymond concen- 
trated on television and theatre. 


He was host, panellist or ac- 
tor cm many television shows in- 
dudmgFihssufe Theatre, Ironside 
and The Girl from UN.C.LJE.' 
and had appeared in touring or 
summer stock productions of 
popular plays like The Voice of 
the Turtle, Private Lives and the 
musical Kiss Me Kate. 

He also wrote several songs 
for his wife to perform on her 
concert tours. He returned to 
films with the thankless role of 
an ageing actor trying to seduce 
Jane Powell in the musical Hit 
The Deck (1957)i but had agood 
role in the fine political drama 
written by Gore Vidal and di- 
rected by Franklin Schaffner, 
The Best Man (1964). 

In 1967, as a colonel in the 
Air Force Reserve, he flew jets 
into South Vietnam on high- 
priority missions and won the 
Legion of Merit His last film . 
credit came in 1969 when he 
provided'the Voice of Death in 
the western Five Bloody Graves. 

Apart from an occasional 
character role on television he 
concentrated during his final 
years on his investments and busi- 
ness interests. Always involved in 
the affairs of the industry, he was 
at various times a board mem- 



Raymond as the animal-loving hero in Zoo in Budapest (1933) Photograph: Ronald Grant 


ber of the Screen Actors Guild 
and Academy ofTbkvisian Arts 
and Sciences, president of the 
Motion Picture and Television 
Fund, president of the Los An- 
geles chapter of the Air Fbtoe As- 
sociation and vice president of 


the Arthritis Foundation. 


• He married Jeanette Mac- 
Donald in 1937 (her famous co- 
star Nelson Eddy sang “O 
Promise Me" at their wedding) 
and he was at her bedside when 
she died in 1965, her last words 
allegedly being “1 love you”. 


time in 1974 and was widowed 
again in 1995. 

Tom Vallance 


Raymond Guion ( Gene Raymond), 
actor bom ■ New York 13 August 
1908; twice married; died Los .An- 


Raymond married a second gehs 3 May 1998. 


Ayatollah Shaykh Murtada al-Burujirdi 


AYATOLLAH SHAYKH Mur- 
tada al-Burujirdi, who was as- 
sassinated last month, was a 
leading religious scholar and ju- 
rist at Najaf in Iraq, one of the 
Shia Muslims’ holiest cities 
since it contains the tomb of the 
first Shia Imam, Amir al- 
Mu’minm Ali ibn Abi Thlib. Na- 
jaf is also the seat of the 
1,000-year-old Hawza llxniyya, 
the oldest Shia university. 

Burujirdi was bom in Najaf 
in 1931 but his family originat- 
ed from the vicinity of Burujird 
in Iran, some 140 miles south- 
west of the holy dty of Qom. HBs 
father. Ayatollah Shaykh Ali 
Muhammad, was a jurist who 
had taught at the Hawza at Na- 
jaf and had then become a 
marja al-taqlid (“source of em- 
ulation") at Burujird where he 
died At Najaf the young Mur- 



BurujirdL* marja 


tada had done his intermediate 
studies under his father, but at 
the advanced level his principal 
teacher was the great jurist Ay- 
atollah Abul-Qasim al-Khoi. 

During this period, while still 
attending KhoFs lectures, Bu- 


nqntii became a.mujtahid. (qual- 
ified to make independent ju- 
ridical decisions), and taught at 
the Hawza. This was a feature 
of academic life at Najaf, where 
the most competent pupils of the 
leading ulema (religious schol- 
ars) were also teachers and 
scholars in their own right 
He published a 10-volume 
work which comprised detailed 
notes, complete with his anno- 
tations and comments, of Khof s 
lectures on the monumental 
work of jurisprudence al-Urwa 
al-Wuthqa by Sayyid Muham- 
mad Kadhjm al-Yazdl 

In 1991, after the Shia up- 
rising in southern Iraq, Burufndi 
was imprisoned along with 70 
other ulema but was released af- 
ter three days. It had been his 
custom to say his daily prayers 
in the Rawda, the sacred en- 


closure of Imam All The imam 
- the leader of the congrega- 
tional prayers - Sayyid Muham- 
mad Ridha al-Khalkhali, had 
also been put in prison, but since 
he was not released Burujirdi 
was appointed in his place. 

The Baathist government, 
aware of the awe and esteem in 
which the Shia ulema were held 
by the people, had in the late 
spring of 1994 dosed the Khadra 
Mosque in Najaf where Ayatol- 
lah Ali Seestani, today the prin- 
cipal marja in Iraq, was imam, on 
the pretext that essential repairs 
had to be carried out They 
now asked Burujirdi to give up 
his post at the Rawda of imam 
AIL He refused vehemently. 

Two years ago he was beat- 
en up and a little over a year ggo 
an attempt was made on his life 
when a hand-grenade was 


thrown at him. He suffered in- 
juries to his legs and had to re- 
main at home for two months. 
He still would not give up lead- 
ing the prayers, however, al- 
though thereafter he never 
went to the Rawda alone. 

What exacerbated matters 
even further was Bumjirdfs de- 
cision to gain recognition as a 
marja and the subsequent pub- 
lication, last year, of his own col- 
lection of fetwas, his risala 
amaliyya, in two volumes: Aya- 
tollah Seestani had been virtually 
under bouse arrest for more 
than three years and the gov- 
ernment was bent on promoting 
its own candidate Sayyid 
Muhammad al-Sadr (who is pre- 
pared to co-operate with it but 
who lacks the credentials for be- 
- mg a marja) as a rival to Seestani 

The spectacle of Burujirdi as 


a marja, readily accessible to his 
followers, in addition to his lead- 
ing the prayers in the Rawda, was 
dearly the last straw. Burujirdi 
would have become a symbol of 
resistance to the Baathist gov- 
ernment which has for the past 
30 years pursued a policy of ut- 
ter ruthlessness towards the Shia 
ukana Recently he was visited by 
a delegation from the Ministry 
of Awqaf (Religious Endow- 
ments) demanding his resigna- 
tion from leading the prayers. 

Despite their abusive and 
threatening language he said 
that he would only agree if he 
received an order in writing 
from the government. He knew 
this would be unlikely since he 
had never got involved in any 
political activity. 

On the evening of 21 April 
Burujirdi was shot dead, and two 


passers-by were injured, as he 
walked back home from the 
‘Rawda after the evening prayers. 
Next morning there was a fu- 
neral procession to the Rawda 
in which hundreds of people 
took part and there Ayatollah 
Sayyid Radhi al-Mar’ashi led the 
ritual funeral prayer over the de- 
ceased. Then the coffin was 
swiftly taken off in a car by se- 
curity officers to the cemetery of 
Wadi al-Salam where the body 
was buried in haste with only Bu- 
rujirdi’s son, Shaykh Mahdi, 
and tile gravediggers allowed to 
be present. 


A. B. D. R. Eagle 


Murtada alAuntfrdi, religious sdiol 
Or, jurist and imam: bom Nqjaf, Iraq 

1931; married Shawkat bint Mina 
AE rti-Nalnt (one son, three daugh- 
ters); died Najaf 21 April 1998. 


John 

Looms 


■JOHN LOOMS was a leading 

authority on high-voltage elec- 
tricity transmission and 
tors who pioneered rive 
working on high-voltage toes 
and invented vandal-proof in- 
sulators forthem. •• v 

He died the day aftcrlearn- 
ing that his rngnments against 
the use of plastic insulators - 
whki he regarded as not suffi- 
ciently tested- fornewnuiefep- 

on/l VirCfTll 


fty - “6“ 

Rail had been turned down. 

Looms held patents for more 
than 100 inventions. They ^ 
ranged over a wide vanet yf*C , 
electrical applications, indutfang- 
new methods of paint-spraying 
for cars. .On retimig from the 

_ — _ ■ _ 1 YN i T nrv. 


oratories (CERL) at Leather- 
head m 1980, he became an 
inte rna tionally renowned con- 
sultant- Hie wrote what became 
the standard textbook on high 
power t ransmis sion and insula- 
tors, Insulators for Higfr Voltages 
(1988). Though not translated 
into Japanese, this nowdrniJates 
w fr VQy in Japan in pirate editions. 

John Looms was not des- 
tined for a career in science. His 

father, in the 1930s depres- 
sion, thought he should opt for ; 
security in the civil service,* 
preferably as a barrister, as be 
believed that there would always 
be jobs prosecuting criminals. 
The Second. World War inter-, 
vened and Looms served in ra- 
dio and signals. His own war 
atm, according to his family, was 
to get to Scandinavia. Having 
seen Ingrid Bergman in 
Casablanca he declared “TU 
have one of those”, and ended 
up in Denmark where he met 

his future wife, Karen Bergreen. 

After the war he worked first 
in the inlan d Revenue but stud- 
ied by night at Birkbeck College^ 
London, taking an external de^* 
gree in Physics. In 1951 he 
joined the National Physical 
Laboratory at Tfeddingt on. Nine 
years on, wanting to work in a 
field which had a more imme- 
diate .application to people’s 
lives, he moved, still a civil ser- 
vant, to the CERL. Several of 
ofhis former colleagues who had 
at first deplored his move away 
from “pure science” followed. 

Looms did much of his work 
on insulators at what he claimed 
was the “most polluted of all 
spotS’Ythe test site at Brighton 
Power Station at Shoreham; it 
boasted a mixture of sea fogs, 
salt winds and industrial smoke. 
While here, he worked out the 
internationally accepted Seafog 
Tfest - subjecting insulators to 
prolonged testing under the 
most adverse conditions to see f 
how long they lasted before 
“ flashing over” (a miniature 
li ghtning discharge). 

Always in his mind was the 
human benefit of his work/His 
vandal-proof insulators' chief 
merit, in his eyes, was that they 
eliminated danger to vandals - 
children throwing stones and 
sticks in the hope of breaking 
them. 

“Live” working on power 
lines, doing repairs without 
switching the current off, had 
considerable economic benefits. 
Looms rigorously tested every- 
thing himself before allowing 
others near. He is believed to 
have been the first man any- 
where to have worked with 
bare hands on overhead pow- 
er lines at 400,000 volts. He 
achieved ft with plastic chains 
to insulate the repair worker 
and metallised suits to protect 
against corona discharge from 
the live lines. 

It was his concern for peo- 
ple’s well-being which led to 
John Looms’s opposition to 
what he believed was the in- 
sufficiently tested use of plas- 
tic in railway insulators. Trials 

in the American prairies and the 

Australian outback, he believed, 
sh ? u . Id , not be extended to 
Britain's densely populated rail- 
side urban areas, where the col- 
lapse of a high-voltage line 
across houses or a road could 
have appalling consequences. 

Alfred Browne 


John Sidney Thomas Loams.deaikxti 
engineer: bom London 3 August 
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m nrarriri 1947 Kora, 
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(one son, one daughter); died East 
Molesey, Surrey 24 May 199 a 


DEATHS 


■WELL: Peter Arundel, on 23 May 
1998. Much laved fay all his famflV- 
Fu acral at Fen Dillon Parish 
Chords Cambridge Monday 1 June, 
3.30pm. Flowers to Cambridge Fu- 
neral Services, 617 New m ariaefRoad, 
Cambridge. 

rCROFT: On 24 May J 998, peace- 
fully, after a brief Alness, Dr Charles 
Frederick, aged 83. Dearly loved 
husband, brother, lather, stepfather 
and grandfather. Funeral service on 
Monday 1 June at 1130pm at the 
Cfaurch of St Mary the Virgin, Prim- 
rose HUl NW3, followed % private 
cremation. Flowers, or donations if 
desired, to Save the Children Fund, 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


ota Lcrerton& &M5, 181 Harerstoefc 
H3LNW3, telephone 0X71-586 4221. 


Anno une manta for GttMtte BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS may be tele- 
phoned Co 0171-293 2012 (24-hour an- 
swot-fag mad** 0171-293 2011) or 
food to 0171-293 2010, and are dtarged 
st £*JS0 a Hna (VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Professor John Akterson, former 
chief constable, Devon and Cornwall. 
76; Mr Albert Booth, former gov- 
ernment minister, 79; Miss Faith 
Brown, impressionist, 51; Sir Gerald 
Cash, former Governor-General of 
the Bahamas. 81; Sir Edward du 
Omn, former chairman of Lonrfan. 
74; Mr Keith Daxvill MP, 50; Mrs Lfr 
Edgar, showjumper, 55; Sir Robert 
Evans, former chairman, British 
Gas, 71; Dame Tbora Hird, actress. 
87; Miss Sue Holdemcss, actress, 49; 
Miss Rachel Kempson, actress, 88; 
Dr Ashot Kumar MP, 42; Professor 


Gyorgy Ligeti, composer, 75; Mr 
Alan McLintock, farmer chairman, 
Woolwich Building Society, 73; Sir 
Patrick M cN air -W ikon, former MR 
Mr Frank Middlemass, actor, 79; 
Sir Philip Orton, a Lord Justice of 
Appeal, 65; Lord Renton of Mount 
Harry, former government minister, 
66; Dr Charles Sanmarcz Smith, di- 
rector, National Portrait Gallery, 
44; Mr Wolfgang Schndtkihan, vi« 
ohms, S3; Mr Edvrard Seaga, former 
prime minister of Jamaica, 68; Mr Ju- 
lian Slade, composer, 68; Mr Richard 
Van Allan, operatic bass and direc- 
tor, 63; Sir Gordon Wobtenhobne, 
physician, 85. 


Anniversaries 


Births William Pitt the Younger, 
statesman. 1759; Ian Lancaster Flem- 
ing, writer and creator of “James . 
Bond”, 1908. Deaths Jan van der 
Meer (Jan Vermeer van Haarlem the 
Younger), painter, buried 1705; Anne 
Rronlfc novelist, 1849; Edward, Duke 
of Windsor. 1972; Eric Morecombc 
(Eric Bartholomew), comedian, 
1984. On this day: the ZuiderZee 
became an inland lake (as the Ijs- 
selmeer) after the dyke was built txrth- 
heating North Holland' with 
Friesland, 1932; the Orient Express 
train, Paris-Budmrest, ceased runnug 


after 78 years, 1961. Today is the 
East Day of St Germanus of Paris, 
St Ignatius of Rostov, St Justus of 
Urge], St Senator oF Milan and St 
WDli.un of Gcllonc. 


John Nabarro 

A celebration for the life and work 
of Sir John Nabarro KB FRCP will 
be held in the Library of the Royal 
College of Physicians of London, 11 
St Andrews Place, Regent’s ftirk, 
London NWl , on Monday 22 June 
1998 at 4pm. Further information 
may be obtained from the College 
Secretary. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tl*« Qu*«n aml The Duke of Edinburgh 

aUcaJataaqucihouedbythoEmpfrorra! 

Enpnss of Japan m Uie Victoria md Albert 
Miaeua, London SW7. The Duke af Ed. 
tnbwxh. President Emeritus, World Wide 
Fund far Nature - WWF Imetwiianal, at- 
tends -a hmeta at CMvy and Mather, Canuy 
WhtgtUvidiwEjfcTfae FHnce ofY^S. 
raowu Foundation far Integrated Mcdidi*, 
anoua a mUcremx u ibe Oueen Elizabeth 
OOJflfcrcnM Centre, London SWI: and, at 
iT»®aci!l of the Institute at Architecture, at- 
tends a reception in mart the lauDdi of the 
Orange Millcnniir— — 




vfi«uicc mlllcnauutt Cbapcticioa. Th« 
5**“R*Y>d,I , iwtdcni. Save the Chadren 
Fund, attends the Conference "Deraucbci 
IttKnDisnner Zones” arChnrcti House Con- 
L 00 *" 1 SWI: as Praktent 
BnLsh KmiUneantl Qodring Export Coun- 
cil, mils Onlines, London WL and Wbo- 


Changing of the Guard 
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SSS^SSs 


The LAW REPORT 
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Stocks 
tumble 
across 
the globe 
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By Lea Paterson 

in London 

wd Stephen Vines 

in Hong Kong 

STOCK MARKETS the world 
over rook a tumble yesterday 
amid growing concerns over the 
impact of the Asian crisis on 
corporate earnings. 

The UK's blue-chip FTSE 
LOO index fell by over 100 
points, knocking nearly £20bn 
from the value of the country’s 
largest companies. 

“It looks as if Asia could 
cause world economic slow- 
down”. said Trevor Greelham. 
global strategist at Merrill 
Lynch. 

Negative market sentiment 
began on Tbesday in New York, 
where the Dow Jones finish ed 
down ISO points amid jitters 
over blue-chip corporate earn- 
ings. Stocks did further when 
the Far East markets opened 
W for business with Hong Kong - 
now predicted to enter reces- 
sion for the first time since 1985 
-worst hit 

Hong Kong's blue chip 
Hang Stag Index tumbled be- 
low the psychologically impor- 
tant 9,000 mark as share prices 
fell by 53 per cent, or 498 
. points. 

When London opened for 
business yesterday morning, 
shares feU by more than 95 
points - about 13 per cent- in 
the first 30 minutes. The FTSE 
continued to fell, touching an . 
all-day low of 5836.9 in mid-af- 


Three 
* win 
£32m in 
Game 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate Gty Editor 

THREE entre p reneurial broth- 
ers will share- £323m when 
Game, die computer software 
retailer; comes to the market 
next month, after the comps- : 
vf$ shares were priced at the 
top end of expectations. The 
trio, led by chairman Neil 
Ihyior who co-firanded Game 
in 1990, will sell around half oC 
their existing 48.6 per cent 
stake. They will retain a 22.65 
per cent stake, worth £33Sm- 
“We won’t have a large 
binge bed -we might have a 
small one,” Mr Tfcylor said. 
“We wiD certainly have some 
sort of cejtebradeu.” 

- a re- 

markable rtm ^tentrepre- 
nearidnc^|iB^ three 
Tbjior broth^s, whose father 
Dadd was mMnasdBzhrector 


lemoon, before recouping 
some of its earlier losses and 
finishing at 5870.2, down 1003 
points, or 1.7 per cent. 

Companies with signficant 
Asian concents were affected 
most. HSBC, the banking giant 
which owns the UK's Midland 
Bank, was one of the worst hit. 
HSBC finished the day at 
1531p, down over lOOp. Stan- 
dard Chartered, the London- 
based international banking 
group, finished down 403p at 
772p. 

Will Street was sharply low- 
er-down around 100 points at 
lunchtime yesterday, while the 
US bond market was general- 
ly higher. 

Mr Greetham said: “Bond 
markets are doing well, and eq- 
uity markets are suffering. That 
is usually a sign that the world 
economy is contracting.” 

In Hong Kong, where 
traders were poised for further 
falls today, investors were tak- 
en aback by a statement made 
by Tung Chee-hwa, Hong 
Kong’s chief executive, on 
Tbesday sighL Mr Chee-hwa 
told foreign correspondents 
that growth in the region would 
“fall substantially and indeed 
may even be negative”. 

Howard Georges, the vice- 
chairman of the South China 
Securities broking house, said: 
‘This comment came out of the 
blue. He didn’t seem to offer 
any hope about the economy”. 

Mr Thug's statement also 
flatly contradicted a speech 



Sterling 

strengthens 

on fears 
of rate rise 


An investor watches screens in Hong Kong as the markets slump yesterday 


the previous week by Sir Don- 
ald 'Rang in which be insisted 
that he had no data to support 
a lowering of the government’s 
33 per cent economic growth 
estimate for 1998. However 
first quarter economic growth 
figures will be released tomor- 
row which could show that the 
economy has gone into reces- 
sion for the first time since 
1985. 

Yesterday Sir Donald said: 
“We already had a very rough 
last quarter in the end of 1997. 
we are having a very rough 
quarter in the first part of 1998 
as well - wwe have to face up 
to these realities”. 

The government's econom- 
ic growth forecasts are now en- 
tirely out of line with almost all 
private sector estimates. Yes- 
terday HSBC Securities low- 


ered its 1998 growth forecast 
from 2 to 1 per cent. Two fi- 
nance houses, LP.Morgan and 
Daiwa. are already forecasting 
negative growth. The OECD 
predicts that the economy will 
expand by no more than 0.9 per 
cent Even the most optimistic 
forecast, from Bank of Amer- 
ica, is 03 per cent lower than 
the official figure. 

On top of the gloom about 
economic growth figures, pes- 
simism was fueled in Hong 
Kong by the release of retail ■ 
sales figures for March show- 
ing a 13 per cent downturn as 
unemployment rose to a 14- 
year high of 3.9 per cent 

Meanwhile, in the all im- 
portant property market which 
underpins the stock exchange, 
there were indicators of a fur- 
ther slump in business when fig- 


ures were released showing a 
near 19 per cent fall in prop- 
erty loans. Transactions in the 
property market have slumped 
to a ten year low. Anthony Che- 
ung, HSBC Securities chief 
economist said that hopes for 
an improved economic per- 
formance in the second half of 
the year were based on revived 
activity across the border in 

m ainlan d C hina. 

Investors were also de- 
pressed by other news from the 
region where Korea entered a 
two day general strike in 
protest at lay ofis, uncertainty 
over Indonesia continued and 
the Japanese Yen continued to 
fall, dosing in the Far East as 
137.7 to the United Slates dol- 
lar. Japanese stock prices were 
also down by 1.4 per cent at 
15,66439. 


By Michael Harrison 
and Lea Pat erson 

TOE RECENT spate of weak- 
ness in sterling appeared to be 
drawing to an end yesterday as 
growing Gty interest rate fears 
pushed the pound above 
DM2.90. 

Hawkish comments from a 
member of the Bank of Eng- 
land's Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee (MPC) coupled with a 
perceived weakening of the 
CBrs “the next move should be 
down” stance on rates re-awak- 
ened fears of an interest rate 
hike following next week’s 
MPC meeting. 

After a weak start, the 
pound gained almost a pfennig 
against the mark following a 
speech by Mervyn King, the 
Bank’s chief economist and 
executive director, at the Build- 
ing Societies annual confer- 
ence. 

Ste rling finished the day at 
DM2.905, up from 2898 on 
Tuesday. 

Mr King, a “hawk” who 
voted for a rate rise at April’s 
MPC meeting, said domesti- 
cally generated inflati on was 
“significantly higher than RP1X 
inflation {the measure of in- 
flation targeted by the Gov- 
ernment]”. Mr King warned: 
“Inflation will start to rise 
above the target unless do- 
mestically generated inflation 
declines” 

He added: “The earnings 
figures released earlier this 
month -which showed that av- 
erage earnings in the economy 
grew by 4.9 per cent and in the 
private sector by no less than 
5.6 per cent - were undoubt- 
edly disappointing. To hit the 
inflation target those rates of 


^arn n y g j t growth will have to 
fallback." 

Mr King said that even 
though the MPC predicted a 
slowdown in the economy, it 
might not be sufficient in itself 
to hold back inflation. 

Meanwhile, the Confedera- 
tion of British Industry (CBI) 
indicated a sli gh t softening 
over its stance on interest rates 
by warning that the country 
could not afford to trade 
“short-term gain for long-term 
pain”. 

Addressing the organisa- 
tion’s annual dinner in London 
last night, the CBI president Sir 
Colin Marshall called on the 
Government not to ease up in 
the fight against inflation. 

He also gave a rare ac- 
knowledgement that the strong 
pound, while hurting manu- 
facturers, exporters and inward 
investors, was also good news 
for importers, retailers and 
holidaymakers. 

Speaking after the Prime 
Minister, Tbny Blair, had ad- 
dressed the dinner. Sir Colin 
said the CBI had been en- 
couraged by the way the Gov- 
ernment had seen eye to eye on 
the need for stability, sustain- 
ability and economic develop- 
ment. 

But be added: “Central to 
our largely mutual philosophy 
is the need to combat and con- 
trol inflation, ahead of almost 
all other economic considera- 
tions. “We simply cannot afford 
to trade short term gain for 
long-term pain.” 

Despite yesterday’s devel- 
opments, most City economists 
stifi believe the outcome will be 
“no change” after next week's 
two-day MPC meeting, which 
will start on Wednesday. 


Cel I net 
reveals 
personal 
tariffs 


By Peter Thai Larsen 

CELLNET, the UK’s second 
largest mobile phone operator, 
will today unveil initiatives in- 
tended to make up the ground 
it has lost tin its competitors. 

Chief among these is a ser- 
vice which retrospectively ad- 
justs phone users’ bills to the 
most efficient tariff according to 
how much they use the phone. 

The offer, which is part of a 
£20m marketing campaign 
which kicks off today, allows 
mobfle users to sign up to a par- 
ticular tariff, secure in the 
knowledge that they will receive 
a refund on their bill if it turns 
out that another tariff would 
have been better suited. 

Peter Erskine, chief execu- 
tive, said the rebates, which will 
be calculated on a quarterly ba- 
sis, were likely to amount to 
“double digit percentages” off 
many Cellnet users’ bills. 

As part of its “First Cellnet” 
campaign, the company plans to 
dispense with locking new users 
into fixed term contracts, though 
discounts will be available for 
customers who sign up for 
longer periods. It will also offer 
extra discounts for numbers 
which callers use frequently. 

MrEraldne the campaig n 
would help Cellnet attract new 
users as weD as hold on to exist- 
ing customers. He said he aimed 
to reduce the rate of dmro in its 
customer base from 30 per cent 
to dose to 20 per oenL 

At the same time. Cellnet will 
cut call prices and launch a “pre- 
paid” mobile phone. 

Cellnet has been a loser in 
the battle of the mobile phone 
operators recently, signing up 
just 300,000 new customers last 
year compared to more than 
400,000 for \fodafone. Orange 
and OneSOne. 



EMI ‘will stay ‘ Means tests 
independent’ for pension’ 


Nick Warren-Smith, Game finance director, Paul Lioyd-Roach, chief executive, and 
Neil Taylor, chairman, celebrate their fortune outside one of their company’s stores 


of the Tozer Ketinsley and 
Millborne motor dealership 
group in the 1970s. 

'While Neil, 37, has been 
naming Game, his 40-year-old 
brother Carey has been run- 
ning the Metropolis recording 
studio in Chiswick, London. 
The Studio is used by many top 
artists, including George 
Michael, who recorded his 
Listen Wilhoid Prgudice aSbnin 
there. The oldest brother; 43- 
yeaiMrid Chris, is no slouch 


either: He co-runs a company 
called Origin Products which 
designs toys for many of tire 
world’s top toy manufacturers 
such as Mattel, Disney and 
Hasbro. 

"We didn't have any money 
to start off with. We all made 
onr own way;” says Mr Thyfon 

Game’s shares were priced 
at 200p yesterday raining the 
business at 1148m. At that 

price tbe shares trade on a his- 
toric multiple of 2fL3. The 


company said the float had 
proved popular with institu- 
tions and was h cavity over- 
subscribed. 

Game is raising C8im net 
of expenses and the proceeds 
will be used to ftmd store ex- 
pansion. Game opened its 66th 
store on Saturday and has 
identified 150 towns which 
could support a Game outlet. 

The shares start trading 
cm3 June. 

Investment column, page 24 
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INTEREST RATES 

I Start ststnaa “I I OK TO year 03 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate Qty Editor 

EMI’s chairman. Sir Colin 
Southgate, yesterday launched 
a stirring defence of the British 
music group’s independence 
and said it need not become an- 
other trophy asset like Rolls- 
Royce and tbe Savoy that would 
fall to an overseas buyer. 

He denied that EMI had 
been jilted at tbe altar by Sea- 
gram, the American drinks and 
music group which has since 
tied the knot with PolyGram in 
a Jl0.6bn deal and said EMI 
could be successful on its own. 

“EMI is stiB number three 
in the industry (behind Sea- 
gram-PolyGram and Sony), we 
are still independent and we stiD 
have the best figures in the in- 
dustry. We have been around 
for 100 yeans and have a strong 
back catalogue and strong lo- 
cal rosters of artists. We should 
be jolly proud of EML Britain 
doesn’t’ have too many com- 
panies that are number three in 
a global market. We still aim to 
be number one.” 

He said he had no plans to 


CURRENCIES 


step down as chairman even 
iboiigb a reshuffle at the board 
followed comments by him that 
he would prefer to continue as 
non-executive given his position 
at chairman ofthe Royal Opera 
House. “Tm only 59 and Tm not 
going to let EMI down after 14 
years of grind, am I?” 

He was speaking as EML 
whose roster of artists spans the 
Spice Girls, Tbe Verve and 
Radiohead, reported a sharp 
fall in profits caused by the 
strength of storting, the Far 
Eastern crisis and foe slowdown 
in worldwide music sales. Prof- 
its fell from £3803m to £307m 
before exceptionals. However 
Sir Colin pointed out that 
EMFs share of the worldwide 
music market has risen from 
143 per cent to 14.8 per cent. 
It US market share has risen 
from 9.7-12 per cent 

EMI took a £43m excep- 
tional charge last year for the 
closure ofits head office in New 
York and tbe £12m pay-off to 
Jim Fifield, bead of EMI Mu- 
se. It also showed a£101mgam, 
most of which related to the dis- 
posal of its HMV retail chain. 
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By Andrew Verity 

ABODY commissioned by the 
Government to report on the 
state of pension provision in the 
UK is set to urge ministers to 
consider a form of means-test- 
ing for the Basic State Pension. 

The independent Pensions 
Provision Group is warning 
that pensioner inequality will 
rise masrively over the next two 
decades if the Government 
goes on raising the basic state 
pension only in line with prices. 

In a report to be published 
in the next two weeks, the 
group will set out a means by 
which rights to tbe Baric State 
Pension could be targeted on 
the poorest pensioners. 

T bin Ross, chairman of the 
group, said: “Pensioners now 
get much the same whether 
they are well-off or poor. One 
has to ask whether it would be 
better to divert, some resources 
to those who really need it” 

The report is the most com- 
prehensive review of pension 
provision undertaken and is 
likely to be very influential in 
the Government’s programme 


TOURIST RATES 


of welfare reform. 

Mr Ross said one reform 
could restrict rights to a high- 
er level of basic state pension 
- perhaps £100 a week - to 
those whose lifetime earnings 
are too low for a decent private 
pension. Tbe rights of those on 
higher incomes would corre- 
spondingly be reduced. It 
would be based on lifetime in- 
come. The report is also set to 
explode the myth that a ‘de- 
mographic timebomb' will 
make state benefits unafford- 
able as the retired population 
increases over the next three 
decades from 10 million to 15 
million. “By the middle of the 
next century, the proportion of 
GDP we spend on state pen- 
sions w HI be less than today be- 
cause the larger number of 
recipients will be offset by the 
lower level of benefits,” Mr 
Ross said. 

However, the group will re- 
port that restoring the link be- 
tween the baric state pension 
and earnings, abolished in 1979, 
would boost the cost of state 
pensions by a quarter within 
decades. 
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Anglian waits 
on regulator 


Thorn in 


Anglian 
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LIKE all utilities, Anglian 
Water is on a regulatory 
treadmill. No sooner has one 
review been completed and 
digested by the markets than 
the next one looms into view. 
With water companies the 
problem this time round is all 
the worse because Ian Byatt, 
the wateT watchdog, has de- 
cided to start the review 
process early. So investors 
are now already trying to 
guess what decisions he will 
take about a new pricing 
structure that win not be in- 
troduced until 2000. 

This is all a bit harsh on 
Anglian Water, which has 
generally shown that it can 
combine a good level of ser- 
vice - its leakage rates are the 
lowest in the country - with a 
decent return to shareholders. 
Yesterday it reported a 4 per 
cent increase in pre-tax prof- 
its and hiked the dividend by 
13 per cent Even though the 
market responded positively - 
the shares edged up half a 
penny to 865.5p in a falling 
market - most analysts agree 
it will be hard to form a dear 
idea of the stock’s future po- 
tential until Mr Byatt gives a 
dearer idea of his intentions. 

The tag question is whether 
the regulator will favour the 
consumer lobby, which wants 
lower prices, or the environ- 
mental lobby, which wants 
more cash for investment. 
There is even an outside 
chance he will try to please 
both, leaving shareholders 
squeezed in the middle. 

Given the sensitivity of the 
issue, it's not surprising that An- 
glian was giving little away 
about the scope for future 
cost-cutting. Flans to return 8 
per cent of its capital - about 
£18Qm at the current price - to 
shareholders is also restrained 
given that it will take Anglian's 
gearing to just 80 per cent from 
73 per cent at the moment 

With a dividend yield of 4.5 
per cent, Anglian shares 
should be attractive for any in- 
vestor looking for income and 
a defensive position against a 
possible market downturn. In 
share price terms, however, 
they will just mark time until 
the regulator shows his hand. 


278 26.0 ' 300 348 398 


Thmover 

1098.* 


overseas 


ttemational- 

15 * 








Share price 
pence 

1000 ; 








By Nigel Cope 

Associate Gty Edtor 


Radio Rentals and DER bust- 
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Airtours loss 
can bring gain 


IT WOULD probably be 
better if Airtours didn't re- 
port interim profits at all. In 
a business which is so sea- 
sonal that all its profits are 
made in a few months in the 
second half of the year, the 
travel group’s first-half fig- 
ures are usually meaningless. 
But that doesn't stop the 
market from scrutinising 
them for signs of what is to 
come. 


So when Airtours report- 
ed yesterday that pre-tax 
Losses in the six months to 
March had almost doubled 
to £23J2m, its shares prompt- 
ly lost 7 per cent of their val- 
ue, crashing 35p to 486.5p. 

What rattled investors 
was Airtours* admission that 
its Scandinavian operations 
had lost £7. 7m, largely be- 
cause the group was forced 
to spend £8m dying to end 
delays at its JPremiair sub- 
sidiary. 

Investments in Finland 
and Poland, where Airtours 
is starting a new business 
from scratch, also con- 
tributed to the shortfall. 

In spite of this, Airtours 
reckons other parts of the 
business will malm up the dif- 
ference, and analysts’ full- 
year profit forecasts have 
remained largely unchanged 
at around £139m. 

Demand in the United 
Kingdom is robust, and Air- 
tours is making good 
progress in other European 
markets, including Germany. 

Looking ahead, the com- 
pany should continue to 
pursue its strategy of de- 
veloping a global travel 
business. A big acquisition 
in the United States would 
help that cause no end, and 
its chief executive, David 
Crossland, does not rule 
out issuing shares to pay for 
a deal if it comes off. 

On a forward PE ratio of 
21 the shares trade roughly 
in line with the recently 
floated Thomson Travel 
Group. 

What’s more, they offer 
private shareholders similar 
discounts ou holidays to the 
ones trumpeted by Thomson 
-without the same amount 
of hassle. Yesterday’s fall 
represents a good buying 
opportunity. 


Timely float 
for Game 


THINGS may be a little 
patchy on the high street at the 
moment but no one seems to 
have told the computer games 
retailers which have been hav- 
ing a storming run. Given the 
popularity of the sectoral the 
moment Game has timari its 
float nicely. The market for 
entertainment software Is 
growing and the Gty has 
watched the zooming share 
price c4 Electronics Boutique, 
the main quoted rival. 

The institutional placing at 
Game has already proved a 
success at 200p per share. 
The question now is whether 
smaller investors should fol- 
low suit when trading in the 
shares begins next week. 

The issue has certainly not 
been priced cheaply. At these 
levels the shares trade ou a his- 
toric rating of 25. 

While the two companies 
are bracketed together, there 
are important differences. 
The product mix is broadly the 
same, as is pricing, but while 
EB’s stores are smaller with a 
“no frills” lay-out, Game op- 
erates from larger outlets with 
a more design-led interior. 
Analysts also point at that 
while EB is already reaching 
saturation point with 152 
stores Game has just 66 so still 
has plenty of scope for growth. 

Dixons offers a potential 
competitive threat. Game 
points ant that the snail size 
of Dboms stores and the range 
of merchandise it has to car- 
ry means it will not be able to 
be authoritative in its offering. 

At 200p the shares offer 
reasonable prospects. If they 
go to a healthy premium on 3 
June they may start to look to 
expensive. But worth a look. 


THORN, the st ruggling Radio 
Rentals group whose shares 
have halved since it was de- t 
merged from EMI, has put all 
its overseas businesses up for 
sale as part of a radical re- 
structuring designed to im- 
prove returns toshafeholders. 

In addition to the American 
operations, winch were put up 
for sale earlier this year, the 
company yesterday said it will 
sell its Scandinavian opera- 
tions, its Aatan interests and its 
busmess-to-busiuess division, 
which operates in 15 European 
countries. 

The sale of the US business 
which trades under the Rem-a- 
center and U-Cao-Renl names, 
is at the shortlist stage and 
should be completed in the next 

few m onths, The company said. 

The proceeds of the dis- 
posals are expected to be re- 
turned to shareholders rather 
than reinvested in the rentals 
business, which is in long-term 
decline. Thom plans to con- 
centrate its energies on its UK 


nesses. 

Thom’s chief executive, 
Steve Russell, said the whole 
break-up process could take up 
to 18 months. Thom has made 
£40m of provisions to cover the 
restructuring and the costs of 
palling out of certain product 
Hues See personal computers 
and cookers. 

However, there were few 
dues on a possible bid for the 
whole of Thom following an 

month that 



Energis 
may bid 
for new 


licences 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


The Barclay brothers, understood to be In talks about a bid 


that mightlead to an offer. The 
approach is understood to have 
been from the secretive Barclay 
brothers. 


“No formal proposal has yet 
been received and shareholders 
should not assume that an 
offer will be forthcoming,” the 
company said. Negotiations 
are still continuing but are 
proceeding slowly due to the 
legal complications in the US, 
where Thom is facing litigation 
over rental agreements. 

Analysts were cool on the 
prospects for a full-scale lad for 
the whole ofThom and did not 


feel the break-up would create 
much additional value. 

SG Securities put a total 
break-up value of 215p per 
share on the business com- 
pared to yesterday’s dosing 
price of 204p, up 0.5p. 

Another analyst said. “I 
wouldn’t be surprised if there 
is nothing left of Thom in a 
year’s time.” With the overseas 
business being sold and the UK 
businesses sh rinking , the rump 
of Thom would be vulnerable 
to a bid by financial buyers or 
a management buy-out. 

“The UK business is a pig 
in a poke,” one said. “New 
products haven’t delivered sales 
growth and they are back-ped- 


alling on Crazy George's.” 

Thom now.plans to extend 
the lower priced Crazy 
George’s format to just 160 out- 
lets compared to previous fore- 
casts of 250. 

The comments came as 
Thom reported a 31 per cent 
fall in full year pre-tax profits 
to £118m caused by poor sales 
in the first half and the impact 
of the insurance premium tax. 
Thorn admitted that sales in its 
Radio Rentals outlets were 
falling faster than those at 
Granada, the rival chain. 

Thom plans to expand its 
DER Direct business which op- 
erates via a telephone sales cen- 
tre in Scotland. 


Powerscreen’s pre-tax loss 
forecast increases to £65 m 


POWERSCREEN Interna- 
tional’s prospects took a further 
blow yesterday idler it in- 
creased air earlier pre-tax loss 
forecast by a factor of more 
than six. 

The Belfast-based engi- 
neering group, already the sub- 
ject of a Serious Fraud Office 
inquiry into its Matbro sub- 
sidiary after a profit warning in 
January, said that it would make 
a kiss before tax of £65m in 1997. 

“People were expecting an- 
other warning but the size of 
this is surprising- it’s a £100m 
turnaround in a year,” Philip 
Malloy, an equity analyst at 
ABN AMRO in Dublin said. 
“Fowerscreeu’s survival in its 
current state is now in doubt." 

In January, the company 
announced accounting irregu- 
larities at its Matbro Ltd 
subsidiary and warned that it 
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expected a pre-tax loss of £lQra, 
compared with a£42.4m profit 
the previous year. 

“It has become apparent 
that the profitability in aggre- 
gate of tiie other group busi- 
nesses has fallen short of the 
management’s expectations by 
approximately 10 millio n,” the 
company said 


Powerscreen said the £65m 
loss would indude £58.6m 
losses from the Matbro division, 
including a further £8m trading 
losses and an estimated £4m in 
professional fees resulting from 
the investigation into Matbro. 

Earlier this month. Power- 
screen said it would continue to 
co-operate fully with regulators 
following an announcement 
that the Serious Fraud Office 
planned to investigate ac- 
counting irregularities at Mat- 
bro. The irregularities involved 
the mispricing of machines, 
unauthorised discounts offered 
to customers, and inaccurate 
and misleading recording and 
discounting of bills of exchange 
and warranty costs, the com- 
pany said 

The pre-tax loss would also 
indude writing off £11.5m of as- 
sets, and £14m for changes in 


accounting policies, it said 
Some £20m of the overall loss 
for the financial year could re- 
late to prior financial years, it 
added 

“This is the first time they’ve 
safo this audit's a very worrying 
development,” said Mr Mal- 
loy. “Previously, they said the 
losses were all related to tins 
year." 

Other analysts in the Dublin 
market said a buy-out of Pow- 
erscreen looked unlikely. 

Analysts estimate Power- 
screen’s current capitalisation 
at around £100m. 

On TUesday tbe stock dived 
by more than 21 per cent in 
London after a large parcel of 
stock was sold at a substantial 
discount to the prevailing 
market [nice. The shares start- 
ed the year at 608p. Yesterday 
they dosed down 23p at llCL5p. 
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LEGAL & GENERAL said it 
would record a £316m pre-tax 
profit in its 1998 accounts 
from the sale of its Austrian 
business to Colonial yesterday 
The proceeds of the sale, net of 
costs, are estimated at £333m 
in cash. The sale is condition- 
al on regulatory approval, 
which L&G said it expected to 
receive by 30 June. 

L&G said that after debt re- 
payment, the net proceeds of 
the sale would be retained to 
farther its organic growth. 
“Legal and General Australia 


is a business with many 
strengths which has performed 
well in recent years,” said 
L&G’s chief executive, David 
Prosser “However consolida- 
tion is tairing place in the Aus- 
tralian marketplace and we 
believe that our shareholders 
are best served by exiting that 
market.” 

Colonial said it would pay 
A$892m (£350m) for Legal & 
General Australia. Finance an- 
alysts and brokers suggested 
the purchase was expensive, but 
Colonial’s g n w f managing di- 


rector. Peter Smedley, said the 
buy would be earnings- per- 
share positive within a year, 
and lead to miyor cost savings. 
Colonial had paid US times 
book value, compared with in- 
surance industry average for 
takeovers of L8 times, analysts 
said. 

Colonial, a former mutual 
group, listed on tbe Australian 
stock exchange in May Last yean 
The purchase lifts Colonial 
two places to become Aus- 
tralia’s third largest insurer in 
terms of annual premiums. 


By Lea Paterson 


MICHAEL HART, the former 
head of the investment trust 
trade body who has become 
embroiled in controversy in 
recent months, resigned from 
another City post yesterday. 

The former director-gener- 
al of the Association of Invest- 
ment Thist Companies (AITC) 
has quit as a director of the For- 
eign & Colonial Emerging Mar- 
kets Investment Thist. 

Last year, Mr Hart, for- 
merly a manager of Foreign & 


Colonial's flagship investment 
trust, became embroiled in a 
corporate governance row with 
Hermes Investment Manage- 
ment Hermes said that boards 
of investment trust companies 
should become more indepen- 
dent of their fund managers. In 
particular, Hermes said the 
practice of allowing employees 
of fond managers to also sit on 
the board of an investment 
trust and judge fund managers’ 
performance could lead to a 
conflict of interest. 

Hermes, together with City 


of London fond managers, used 
its shareholdings to oust the en- 
tire board of the Brazilian 
Smaller Companies Investment 
Trust at the end of January. Mr 
Hart had been chairman of the 
trust at the same time as work- 
ing for Foreign & Colonial, the 
fund manager. 

Foreign & Colonial later 
barred employees from sitting 
on the board of any investment 
trust whose funds it managed. 

Foreign & Colonial Emerg- 
ing Markets said Mr Hart had 
left to pursue other interests. 
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ENERGIS, the telecom opera- \ 
tor wbichhas built a network by 


t :,:W 1 ■ 




Grid’s power cables, e interested 
in bidding for the new genera- 
tion of mobile phone licences 

whicbwfll be sold off by the gov- 
ernment next summer. 

Mike Grabiner, chief exec- 
utive, said Energis was talking 

to NM Rothschild, the. mer- 
chant bank which is advising the 

government on the sale, about 
the licences. “It would enable 
us to deliver more broadband 
data services,” he said. 

However, he stressed that 
many details were not yet dear. 
“We’re trying to find oat more,” 
he said. 

The Government confirmed 
earlier this month that it planned 
to auction licences for the next 
generation of mobile phones — 
also known as Universal Mobile 
Telephony Services - in the 
summer of 1999. Tbe phones will 
allow faster rates of data trans- 
mission than are currently pos- 
sible, making It possible for 
users to surf the Internet, access 
their bank account and even 
watch real-time video from their 
mobile handset 

Energis is already offering 
simil ar high-speed services 
thro ugh its existing fixed net- 
work. “A licence would make an 
excellent addition to Energis’ 
broadband capability,” said 
Chris Godsmazk, telecoms an- 
alyst at Henderson Crosth- 
waite, adding that Energis 
would probably link up with an 
existing mobile phone operator 
to launch a joint bid. 

The news emerged as Ener- 
gis reported a 73 per cent in- 
creased turnover to £168m for 
the yearto March-ahead of an- 
alysts’ expectations. Earnings 
before interest, tax, depredation 
and amortisation were £16.1m, 
compared to a £ 14.3m loss in 
1997. 

Energis also announced that 
it now has the technology to op- 
erate private data networks on 
behalf of its dients. This allows 
them to dispense^ with buying ex- 
pensive equipment to run long- 
distance networks such as 
corporate intranets. 

Energis has gained access to 
the technology, which can offer 
the capadty equivalent to thou-' 
sands of modems in a single box, 
through its alliance with the US 
telecom equipment manufac- 
turer Nortel. 
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OUTLOOK 

ON DELAYS TO BA’S 
AMERICAN LINK. 
lONICA'S PROBLEMS 
AND WHY 
NEWCASTLE'S 
HEAD-HUNTING 
WILL BE HARD 


In the end, Ayling may have to take off 


BOB AyUng ihinks that the staff turnover 
at British Airways is loo low so he wants 
more people lo leave the airline, in case 
you were wondering, he is not about to 
take his own advice and quit the chief ex- 
ecutive's post for a plum job in the Gov- 
ernment. He may be a fan of Tbny Blair 
but right now he likes BA more and he 
has reassured his chairman of that. 

Most of us would reckon that a com- 
pany which cannot hang on lo its staff is 
a poor one whereas the company tl yu no- 
one wants to leave is a good employer. And 
so BA is. It’s just that Mr Ayling thinks it 
can be made even better if he can just 
out the people he no longer wants and 
bring in those he does. l! is a familiar story. 

In order to achieve its target of re- 
cruiting 15,000 staff into customer friend- 
ly jobs over the next three years whilst 
limiting the net increase in the workforce 
to 7,500, BA will have to roughly double 
its rale of natural wasteage from 2 per cent 
to 4 per cenL 

This is a tail order fora business where 
the perk of free Sights goes a long way to 
encouraging staff loyally. But BA is re- 
signed to throwing money at the problem 
and those who can be prised away by ear- 
ly retirement schemes can expect very gen- 
erous settlement terms. 

Unfortunately, this process of shrink- 
ing the airline while simultaneously grow- 
ing it is an expensive business. Thus BA 
contrived to report a 10 per cent fall in 
profits last year despite achieving £25 0m 
worth of savings through its Business Ef- 
ficiency Plan. 


BA says the decline in profitability was 
due lo currency losses and one-off strike 
costs. But it rather makes the point that 
running in order just to stand still is not 
enough when external turbulence can still 
knock you badly off course. 

The City wonders when all these effi- 
ciency gains are going lo start falling 
through to the bottom line. In the mean- 
time the shares continue to underperform 
and the goal of £lbn in pre-tax profits to 
match the £lbn of efficiency gains BA has 
promised looks as far away as ever. 

There is, of course, one way that BA’s 
profits could lift off and that is if it finally 
gels rcgulaloiy approval for its alliance with 
American Airlines. fforgcl all that talk about 
increased competition across the Atlantic 
squeezing BAs margins. Even if BA/AA do 
sacrifice 300 slots, their combined market 
dominance will produce big profits. 

However, the alliance is still not a done 
deal. BA and AA are about to celebrate 
the second anniversary of signing the deal 
and even with a following wind it could 
not now be launched until summer, 1999. 
If the alliance is not cleared for take-off 
this autumn, Mr Ayling may well be on 
the telephone lo Mr Blair. 

Breakdown in 
communications 

THE TELECOMS company lonica in- 
habits two parallel worlds. In one, cus- 
tomers cannot sign up fast enough for its 
revolutionary wireless telephone service. 


drawn by the promise of IU per cent off 
their existing bill and a funky black box 
on the outside wall. In bet, ionica's 
problem is not lack of demand but lack 
of capacity. 

In the other world, investors cannot sell 
their lonica shares quickly enough. It has 
been one of the stock market’s all-time 
duff investments. In fact, the question is 
not if but when the company will go out 
of business. 

More and more frequently these days 
the two worlds collide and Ionica’s man- 
agement is forced to explain to a bemused 
staff why a company that was launched 
with such high hopes is now regarded as 
the pariah of the Square Mite. 

The answer ties in relative expectations 
and, in the City, the expectations of lon- 
ica arc not good. Yesterday the shares 
drifted down another ll.5p to close at 
24.5p compared with an issue price of 390p 
less than a year ago when SBC Warburg 
Dillon Read brought lonica to market. 
Even though there is 50p a share of cash 
in the business, it is trading at less than 
the break-up value of its assets. 

And yet Ionica's basic proposition re- 
mains a good one. It has targeted the lo- 
cal loop (known to the rest of us as the 
domestic market) where, as BT proves every 
day, profits are easier to earn than in long- 
distance. What's mare Ionica's technolo- 
gy allows it to sign up customers for a 
fraction of the cost of the cable companies. 

Where lonica has come unstuck is in 
the execution. It underestimated the com- 
plexity and cost of rolling out its network 


of base stations and it did not have the 
software ready m time to meet initial cus- 
tomer demand. The result is that roll-out 
is at least two vcais behind schedule, cus- 
tomer connections are not being achieved 
at tbe rate promised and the banks have 
said no more money until new equity in- 
vestment is brought into tbebusiness- 
A further question marie over lonica 
is whether it will miss out on the explo- 
sion in data traffic because of the nature 
of its technology and tbe decision to con- 
centrate on domestic not business cus- 
tomers. This remains an unknown. 

The funding gap is also not known with 
any precision. But lonica wEO need to find 
at least another £700m on top of the 
£600m already raised lo complete the net- 
work. Or someone else wilL 

The prospect of massive dilution helps 
explain why the share price has taken it 
so badly. But at the same time it makes 
lonica an interesting proposition for a big 
foreign brother like say Deufsdie Telccom. 
If lonica can find the right kind of strate- 
gic investor, then they will be able to pick 
up a business that already covers one in 
eight UK homes far a fraction of the price 
investors paid last July. It will be brutal 
for existing shareholders but all may not 
be lost just yet for tbe company itself. 

Antics in the 
boardroom 

NEWCASTLE United are going to be 
spending the dose season in the transfer 


market. They already needed some new 

talent on the fiekLBut now they are also 

looking to hire a couple of non-executive 
directors, one of whom can act as chair- 
man of the pic. 

Yesterday’s departure of the midfield 
duo of Sir Tference Harrison and John 
Mavo demonstrates that if corporate 
governance did indeed score a victory in 
when Douglas Hall and Freddie 
Shepherd were eased out, it was at best 

H F Sh2eboWeis and fans (largely one in 

the same at Newcastle) might wonderwbat 

is going on. . . 

Although the two men whose antics m 
a Spanish brothel caused so much angst, 
have gone, little else has changed. 
Cameron Hall Developments. Mr Hall s 
company, and Shepherd Offshore, sull 
control a majority of the shares and their 
nominees si t on the board. 

Neither man looks in any hurry to re- 
duce tba! shareholding to under 50 per 
cent - the promise that was dangled be- 
fore shareholders in March. Mean- 
while, there is just one independent 
non-executive left on the board - and 
that is the accident prone Denis Cassidy. 
This board, laden down as it is with Hall 
and Shepherd nominees or employees, 
is the one that will now seek a new 
chairman. 

The company says rather smugly 
that it will need to be someone who pass- 
es the “smell test” If anything, it is the 
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BA plans 
more jobs 
as profits 
fall sharply 

By Michael Harrison 

BRITISH AIRWAYS yesterday 
shrugged off a sharp foil in prof- 
its by hinting that approval for 
its long-delayed alliance with 
American Airlines is in sight 
and unveiling fresh plans to ex- 
pand the workforce and in- 
crease efficiency savings- 

Bob Ayling, chief execu- 
tive, said BA had identified fur- 
ther efficiency measures worth 
£3 00m - putting it on target to 
thieve £1 bn of cost savings by 
2000. He also said the work-' 
force would increase by 7,500 
to just under 70,000 over the 
next three years. 

Mr Ayling said that BA was 
now in the “final straight 7 ’ in its 
long battle to gain regulatory 
clearance from London, Wash- 
ington and Brussels for tbe tie- 
up with American. But he 
conceded that even with regu- 


latory approval by this autumn 
the alliance would not now be 
launched until next summer - 
three years after the agreement 
was signed. 

- - The BA chief executive also 
brushed aside reports that he 
was thinking of quittingthe air- 
line to take up a senior position 
within the Blair government “I 
have not received any offer, I 
don’t expect to receive one and 
I am not seeking one,” he said. 
“The chairman [Sir Colin Mar- 
shall] has asked if he could 
count on me staying at BA and 
I said he could." 

Mr Ayling was speaking as 
BA announced a 10 per cent 
foil in pre-tax profits last year 
to£580m. The strength of ster- 
ling knocked £2 00 off profits 
and last summer’s cabin crew 
strikes cost a further £125xn. 

The airline also lost “tens of 
millions of pounds” because of 



Sir Colin Marshall and Bob Ayling of BA, which was badly hit by the strength of sterling and a cabin crew strike 


the terrorist attack on Luxor, the 
decision to stop flying to Nige- 
ria and the security stand-off at 
Paris airport over BAs insistence 
that its check-in area be moved 
away from that of Air Algeria 

But these losses were offset 
by a £1 15m saving from lower 
fuel prices and higher than ex- 
pected efficiency savings. 

The efficiency measures so 
far implemented ty BA -main- 
ly outsourcing and renegotiat- 


ing wage deals - saved £25 0m 
last year and are expected to 
save £500m in the current year. 

By 2000 they will be con- 
tributing £700m in savings. But 
BA has identified scope for a 
further £25 Dm in savings at its 
subsidiary airlines and in areas 
like overseas ground handling, 
distribution, telesales and travel 
agents’ commissions. 

As part of its expansion 
plans BA intends to take on an- 


other 15,000 employees in the 
next three years in customer 
service, cabin crew, flight deck 
and telesales. 

Al the same time, it will shed 
about 7,500 jobs in areas such 
as ground handling and engi- 
neering but also cabin staff and 
check-in staff through voluntary 
redundancy programmes. 

Tbis means that staff 
turnover - currently running at 
about 2 per cent a year - will 


need to double. BA set aside 
£I27m in 1996 lo cover re- 
dundancy charges, of which it 
has about £55m left. 

Despite the latest obstacle 
put in the path of the AA al- 
liance by the US Justice De- 
partment. Mr Ayfing said: “I am 
hopeful that there is nowa basis 
for agreement which will satisfy 
the various regulators and the 
two companies.” 

Outlook, this page 


Nationwide scraps fees for 
more than 30 services 


Talks resume on IMF’s $43bn 
rescue package to Indonesia 


NATIONWIDE, the UK’s- 
u largest building society, is to 

- abolish fees for more than 30 
services, a move which it reck- 
ons could save its customers 
more than £12m a year. - 

The.bofldmg society said 
that from ! June It would no 
longer dtarge customers for ob- 

- taming duplicate statements, 
stopping cheques, changing 
b uilding TTwifr«B e<». to an alter- 
nativeproyider, ornsaiig LINK 
cash machines: 

“Natkmwkiejsuaderiimng 
its crinunirrn^to^n4^ t ^w»m- 
bership of the 
more, in a way wi&cb stets it 
apart fromits'pfc competi- 


tors”, the building society said 
in a statement. 

Brian Davis, Nationwide’s 
chief executive, said: “As a 
building society we are not dri- 
ven to maximise the profit we 
make out of oar customers at 
every turn.’ We can therefore 
not only listen to these concerns 
[customer concerns] but act 
on them”. 

Nationwide, which has seen 
many of its competitors convert 
to banks and float on the stock 
market, remains committed to 
the principal of mutual own- 
ership. 

The building society is con- 
fident its members will vote to 


retain its mutual status this sum- 
mer, according to company 
sources. 

The society is facing a sec- 
ond attempt to force it to con- 
vert to a pic at its annual 
general meeting of members on 
July 23. Two demutualisation 
candidates are seeking election 
to the board. 

Last year, Michael Harden} 
foiled in his attempt to be 
elected to the board on a de- 
mutualisation ticket. Unde- 
terred, Mr Hardem has chosen 
to stand again this year. Andrew 
Muir is the other demutuali- 
sation candidate standing for 
election. 


By Stephen Vines 

in Hong Kong 


TALKS on the resumption of 
International Monetary Bind 
(IMF) aid to Indonesia began 
again yesterday forcing the 
new government and its in- 
ternational creditors to find a 
way of meeting the IMF’s de- 
mands without sparking off 
more rioting. 

i The cost of recent events has. 

yet to be calculated, but No- 
mura Securities Singapore 
forecasts a 10 per cent eco- 
nomic dedira, largely based on 
the attacks on the ethnic Chi- 
nese business community. 


Leading tbe IMF team is 
Hubert Neiss, the fund's Asia- 
Pacific director. He said, “Po- 
litical stability is extremely 
important for economic 
progress”. 

BJ. Habibie, the new pres- 
ident, has pledged to honour 
the tough terms of the IMF’s 
$43bn rescue package, but has 
not indicated bow. 

Moreover, targets agreed 
with the IMF in April are look- 
ing increasingly academic. In- 
flation is running at 50 per cent, 
trading on the stock exchange 
has ground to a halt, aside from 
a rush out of shares associated 
with Suharto family interests. 


and independent estimates put 
private sector debt at $80bn. 

British lenders, primarily 

HSBC Holdings, have some 
$4.3bn at risk. 

Because it is unclear how 
long President Habibie will be 
able to cling to power, the 
IMF is breaking its practice of 
shunning talks with opposition 
leaders. Mr Neiss will meet 
Amien Rais and Megawati 
Sukarnoputri, the two most 
prominent, as well as the trade 
union leader Much tar Pakpa- 
han, who has just been re- 
leased from jail and is a 
prominent opponent of the 
IMF rescue package. 


I N BRIEF 

Eastern Gas is cleared of 
allegations, says regulator 

OFGAS yesterday said its investigation into Eastern Natural Gas 
(Retail) Ltd has cleared the company of allegations of fraudu- 
lent behaviour and added that it will not confirm a provisional 
order placed on Northern Electric earlier in the year. Ofgas in- 
vestigated both Eastern Natural Gas and Northern Electric fol- 
lowing media reports alleg in g high-pressure doorstep sales 
techniques. “Eastern has given formal voluntary undertakings 
to the regulator that it will improve its methods of recruiting and 
training sales representatives and the way in which it conducts 
after-sales audits,” Ofgas said. It added that it has asked East- 
ern to review the payment methods available to customers in tbe 
North-west of England. 

Ofgas said h has also reviewed the action taken by Northern 
Electric following the imposition of a provisional order on the com- 
pany in March. The remedial action taken by the company has sat- 
isfied Ofgas that it is not necessary for tbe order to be confirmed, 
it said. Commenting on the two investigations, Ofgas director gen- 
eral of gas supply, Qaire Spottiswoode said: “Our latest figures 
show that the number of complaints on doorstep selling peaked 
at the end of March and declined by almost 40 per cent in ApriL 
This is good news and shows that the new marketing condition which 
Ofgas added to the supply licence this year, is having an effect. 

New Look offer at up to I75p 

NEW LOOK, the fashion retailer, said yesterday it has set its 
offer price range at 155p-175p per share. Announcing the list- 
ing particulars for its placing, intermediaries offer and employ- 
ee offer. New Look said its market capitalisation at the 
mid-point of the offer price range would be £33Dm. New Look 
said the offers are expected to raise approximately £125m. Of 
this total, £82m is being raised for the company, of which ap- 
proximately £40m will be used to redeem certain of the com- 
pany’s preference shares and pay accrued dividends up to the 
date of the admission. New Look said. The balance of £42m will 
be employed to reduce net debt Tbe intermediaries and em- 
ployee offers both opened today. 

Managers proud to be green 

UK managers see themselves as environmentally aware, with near- 
ly 90 per cent saying that they personally take action to help the 
environmenta t work, but often this doesa not translate into com- 
pany-wide policies, according to a report “A Green and Pleas- 
ant Land?” published today by the Institute of Management and 
Electrolux UK Tbny Juniper, campaigns director at Friends of 
the Earth, said that the report confirmed that, despite all the green 
assurances of recent years, “environmental policy is driven by fear 
of paying out compensation for the damage they cause or because 
of threats to their public relations”. Such incentives were insuf- 
ficient to ensure that tbe environment was protected. 

Bootleggers harm Gallagher 

THE CIGARETTE maker Gallaher warned yesterday that boot - 
legging of tobacco from mainland Europe, where taxes are much 
lower than in Britain, remains a “significant issue”. The com- 
pany said sales fell in the legitimate domestic cigarette market 
by just over 4 per cent during the first three months of this year, 
but chairman Peter Wilson told shareholders at the annual meet- 
ing he believed the market “may well be roughly flat” because 
“bootlegging" . “The UK government needs to take the whole 
issue of smuggling more seriously- ultimately it is the small re- 
tailer who is being punished," said Wilson. Gallaher, the coun- 
try’s higgest tobacco company, owns the best selling cigarette brand 
Benson and Hedges as weU as leading low tar brand Silk Cut. 
Britain has 12 million smokers, consuming about 77 billion cig- 
arettes. Gallaher shares fell 0.75p to 309.25p. 
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Footsie dives as Far East worries return 



DEREK PAIN 


uTn'^rT ncnnnT ^ retUrned to taunt the 

MARKET REPORT stock maiicet^seading Footsie 

tumbling 1 00 .5 points to 
5,870.2. 

A tide of woe seemed to 
flow from the Ear East Wor- 
ries of another wave of bad 
debts prompted Moody’s* the 
credit agency, to cut its rating 
for five leading Japanese 
banks, and TUag Qiee-hwa, 
Hong Kong’s chief executive, 
— warned that the former 
colony’s economy was likely to 
shrink because of the Asian 
downturn. The threat to In- 
donesian contracts also hint. 

With the Hong Kong and 
Tokyo share markets weak, 
New York giving ground on 
the Pacific problems and mar- 
kets like Moscow in free-fall, 
there was little incentive for 

buyers to straggle for stock. • 
But nevertheless they were 
out in some force. “The qual- 
ity of the buying has been 
much higher than the selling", 
observed one market man. 

The Moscow market, 
which has attracted consider- 


able amounts of fore ign pash, 
is creating increasing unease 
in some investment bouses- In 
panicky trading it fell more 
than 7 per cent Last week it 
suffered a 12 per cent fall 

Only 15 Footsie stocks 
managed to make pro g res s . 
HatiffiucJed the pack with a48p 
jumpto923p. . 

The former building soci- 
ety was inspired by its signalled 
arrival tomorrow in the Mor- 
gan Stanley international index 
which should make the shares 
more attractive to US and 
European investors. 

An alleged approach to 
Royal Rank of Scotland was 
another influence. Any such 
initiative by the cash-rich Hal- 
ifax was construed as a man- 
agement attempt to put the 
group in play. Royal Bank, it 
was said, rejected the Halifax 
overtures; its shares fell 5p to 
l,02Sp. 

Most financials, particu- 
larly those with Far Eastern as- 
sociations, retreated. HSBC 
slumped- 109p to l,531p and 


Standard Chartered 40.5p to 
772p. 

Others lowered included 
Bank of Scotland and the ye t- 
to be consummated merger- 
Commerrial Union and 
General Accident. 

Mlsys, the first computer 
group to achieve Footsie 
membership, was another 
bine chip to throw off the 
gloom clouds. It jumped 166p 
to 3,S34p. 

Mae Circle Industries, 
7.75p to 388.75p, and Granada, 
16p to l,I35p, strengthened. 

The Footsie downturn was 
too much for the supporting 
indices. The mid and small cap 
measurements wore hit hard. 
Marketing group Taylor Nel- 
son, which has moved into the 
mid cap index, hardened 2J5p 
to 134.5p and Seton Health- 
care, expected to join follow- 
ing the take over of Scholl, 
improved 50p to 8225p as 
tracker funds looked for stock. 

The Falkland Islands trio 
came under pressure. Sug- 
gestions that Amerada Hess, 


the US group, has not found 
commercial quantities of oil 
and gas off the Ealklands did 
the damage. The Americans 
said they would report on 
their d rilling hy the end of this 

month. 

When they have finished, 
the Boigny Dolphin rig will 
move to where the Iasmo4ed 
consortium will search. Lasmo 
has a 625 per cent stake; Desire 
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nadian group 125 per cent. 

John G Amour, analyst at 
Matheson Securities, is un- 
ruffled by the likelihood of the 
Amerada Hess drill being un- 
successful. “One must re- 
member that in the North 
Sea 19 wells were drilled be- 
fore a commercial discovery 
was made”, he said. 

Desire, which had led the 
Falklands charge, feQ 675p to 
3775; Greenwich Resources 
tost 45p to 35.75p and Vfest- 
mount475p to 2275p. Lasmo, 
which may have struck it rich 
in Pakistan, fell 2p to 2955p. 

HilLsdown Holdings was 
busily traded on the expected 
Unigate bid. The shares held 
at 1985p. Break-up hopes 
lifted Booker 4p to 2835p. 

Cadbmy Schweppes, meet- 
ing analysts next week, fell 25p 
to 932p, and Kingfisher, show- 
ing researchers Darty, its 
French electrical drain later 
this month, shaded 7p to 
2,(&3p. Engineer BBA, with an 
investment meeting at Hen- 


derson Crosthwaite, hardened 
4p to 531p. 

Profits warnings took their 
toll B^Engmeering slumped 

57p to 200p; Whitecroft, an in- 
dustrial group, 275p to Sip aud 

e ngin eer Crabtree 12p to 57-5p« 
Engineer Powwrscreen 
weakened 22p to 1105p after 
reporting a £65m loss. The 
Stock Exchange is said to be 
investigating dealings in the 
shares ahead of the figures. On 
Friday an institutional investor, 
sold 670,000 shares well below 
the then market price. 

Philippine Gold jumped 
4p to 175p on a smattering of 
small buy orders with some 
su gg esting an encouraging 
statement will be made. 
Phouelink, up 45p to 55p, 

said itwas in talks which could 

lead to two acquisitions. Tom 
Hoskins, the little brewer and 
pub-owner, frothed 25p to 
375p. Ffeiracres Group, run- 
ning the Sandbanks ferry off 
Poole in Dorset, has acquired 
27.42 per cent from former di- 
rector Fred Ward. 


TAKIN G STO CK. 

CALLUNA, an electronics 
group, pot on 35p to 34pj the 

price, 46J5 P aycar^.^s 

down to 85p at the start of the 

year. The sparky rtm stems 
from unrelated US influences. 
A transatlantic rival is in 

. • fit- .Mm- nvul f 


seem to be strengthening 

of a mgjor American 

deal. According to fire rumour 
mfll, Cafluna’s <i hardwall . - 
system, aimed at preventing 


networks, has attracted the 

attention of the Pentagon 
which is said to be teen to 
pike on the company's 
product. 

SHARES of JKX Oil & Gas 

shaded to 3L5p but cooM 

suffer a sharp fell today. The 


comj 

fierce takeover battle last year; 
produced increased losses of 
£3 Jm, A £54m takeover bid by 
Ramco Energy was defeated 
by Ukrgazprom, the 
Ukrainian state-owned oil 
company, whkh waded into 
the stock: market, buying a 22 
per cent blocking stake and 
forcing Ramco to walk away. 
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* . >s no need to throw the 

bubbles out with the bathwater 



DIANE 

COYLE 

WONDERS 

WHETHER A 

TAX WILL CURB 

BUBBLE 

SPECULATORS 


“THERE’S a sucker bora eveiy 
minute,” the Ameri can impre- 
sario F.T. Barnum famously 
claimed. The Bamum theory, 


has been enjoying a new lease 
of life in the wake of last year’s 
Asian crash, lb many com- 
mentators those events con- 
firm that the markets are 
fuelled by speculative bubbles, 
with a hundred suckers for 
every Soros. And this explana- 
tion has given a new lease of life 
to proposals for a tax on in- 
ternational currency trades in 
order to discourage frothy spec- 
ulation - a so-called Ibbin Thx 
after its foremost advocate, the 
Nobel Laureate James Ibbin. 

This is the reasoning. Cur- 
rency markets are obviously 
necessary to finance bona fide 
trade and investment, but all too 
easily speculative bubbles 
emerge which drive exchange 
rates for away from the levels 
that would be justified by eco- 
nomic fundamentals such as fu- 
ture GDP growth, inflation and 
export prospects. A small tax on 
currency transactionsjKwever, 
might well discourage enough 
short-term trading, not related 
to “real” financial flows, to 
prevent such divergences of 


o~ uuw wocre mey 

ought to be. Its fans also argue 
that a Ibbin tax would raise 
funds for useful expenditure 
such as third world debt reb'ef. 
What could be more satisfying 
than taking from the interna- 
tional £lite of financial fot cats 
and giving to the world's poor- 
est people, at the same time as 
makin g the markets 

more orderly? 

Sadly, there are many pos- 
sible objections to a Tobin tax. 
Some are practical. Who would 
enforce and collect it? Why 
should a small tax actually dis- 
courage speculators when trans- 
actions costs in most markets 
are already much higher than 
the proposed tax rale - and 
when the potential gai ns from 
speculation are so enormous? 

But the main problem with 
the idea is that it rests on the 
existence of immutable funda- 
mentals, which sensible in- 
vestors will reflect in the price 
at which they are wQHng to trade 
but from which the Soroses 
and suckers can push them too 
for in one direction. There has 
to be an underlying truth, re- 
flected in the efficient market 
price, from which self -fulfillin g 
bubbles emerge and, ultimate- 
ly, burst. The right policy for 
market stability in this case is to 
skim off the bubbles before they 
grow too big. 

Apleasing vision, but a false 
one. The evidence is that fi- 
nancial markets, and not just 
their babbles, can be inherent- 
ly self-fulfilling. There is no true 
valuation corresponding to an 
objective set of economic fun- 
damentals. lb see this, just 
think about the importance of 
technology stocks in Wall 
Street’s long bull run. None of 
the investors in these software 
and biotech companies has the 
remotest idea how valuable 
they ought to be, and the stocks 
trade at awe-inspiring prices 
while the companies’ earnings 
remain low or even negative. 
There is simply too much un- 
certainty about future demand 
for different types of high-tech 
products, not to mention the un- 
derlying science. But the same 
point can be made about the 
Asian markets. They were valu- 
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able as long as they were valu- 
able, and when enough in- 
vestors changed their mind, 
they weren’t. 

As the great master, John 
Maynard Keynes put it, writing 
in 1937, a market valuation 
”... is subject to sudden and vi- 
olent changes. The practice of 
calmness and immobility, of 
certainty and security, sudden- 
ly breaks down. New fears and 
hopes will, without warning, 
take charge of human conduct 
The forces of disillusion may 
suddenly impose a new con- 
ventional basis of valuation.” 

In today's high-speed mar - 
kets, a change in expectations 
can rapidly create a new future. 
As soon as the general opti- 
mism about the Tiger 
economies foundered, for what- 
ever reason, their currency and 
stock markets crashed and, lo, 
then economic future no longer 
lodes rosy. This is not to say that 
fundamentals do not matter at 
all, for it is also true that the 
Asian economies were labour- 
ing under weak banking sys- 
tems, corrupt loans and bad 
government. If this were not the 
case, they could probably have 
sailed quite swiftly out of the 
crash, as the western economies 
did after the stock market crash 
of 1987. As it is, recovery is go- 
ing to take a long haul of po- 
litical and institutional reform 
as well as the IMFs economic 
medicine. In tbe real economy, 
the fundamentals do stfll mat- 
ter. 


But not in the markets, and 
this gets back to why the Tobin 
tax is misguided. As Rail David- 
son, an economics professor at 
the University of Tbnnessee, 
pointed out in a presentation to 
the annual conference of the 
Royal Economic Society last 
month, the available empirical 
evidence suggests that a re- 
duction in transactions costs on 
1 May 1975, making the US 
stock market more liquid and 
bringing in more investors, re- 



JM Keynes warned of the 
forces of disillusion’ 

duced the volatility of share 
prices. This is consistent with the 
view that the market is entire- 
ly self- fulfilling, because in that 
case the more investors there 
are, tbe more likely there are to 
be different views about where 
the market is heading. Bubbles 
still emerge '-they do so when- 
ever a critical mass of investors 
adopts the view that h is head- 


ing up and up. But increasing 
transaction costs vn a tax would 

not only not prevent bubbles bat 
would also increase day-to-day 
volatility. 

Does this have any implica- 
tions for Will Street now? One 
comfort is that if Wail Street 
does crash, tbe American econ- 
omy is in good, shape. Inflation 
is low. So is government bor- 
rowing. The US technological 
edge has widened, and tbe 
economy starts from a position 
of having the lowest unem- 
ployment rate for a quarter of 
a century. Besides, Mr 
Greenspan proved himse lf 
amazingly good at sweeping 
up after the 1987 crash, and 
there is every reason to believe 
the Fed would do as good a job 
again. 

However, even better news 
is that there exists a wide dif- 
ference of opinion about where 
US shores are heading. The be- 
lievers in a “new economic par- 
adigm" argue that technology is 
delivering higher prospective 
growth and low inflation, justi- 
fying tbe current and higher lev- 
els of share prices. Somewhat 
alarmingly, aD of Main Street, 
USA seems to have joined this 
group, if tbe popularity of in- 
vestment dubs is anything to go 
by. Still, there are real benefits 
from a frothy stock market. It 
does encourage venture capi- 
talists and entrepreneurial in- 
vestors in high-technology 
companies no end, helping to 
create its own fundamentals. 

On the other band, there is 
also a Bamum camp which reck- 
ons the stock market is a dan- 
gerously stretched bubble about 
to burst at the first dear sign of 
re-emerging inflation and a 
downturn in the business cyde. 

Along with Alan Greenspan’s 
carefully timed reflections that 
the stock market might be suf- 
fering ‘Irrational exuberance” 
and his steady massaging of ex- 
pectations in readiness for arise 
in interest rates, we have to 
hope that there might just be 
erxxighscepticsintbemarketal- 
ready to prevent anything worse 
than a serious correction on 
Wall Street 

d.coyie@bidependenLco.uk 


Newspaper group 
profits hit record 


By Vincent Wan 


The current financial year has 
started positively in all areas of 
Independent newspapers glob- 
al operations, chairman Tbny 
O’Reilly informed the group’s 
AGM in Dublin yesterday. 

"With the Irish economy 
continuing to gpowvtay strong- 
ly and the southern hemi- 
sphere's ecomooks weatheri ng 
the foil out from South East 
Asia, we expect the oat-turn for 
rheyearwS be ah Improvement 
over 1997," he added. 

Pre-tax profits rose by 36per 
ant last year to a record level 
of just IR£lm. 

Dr O'Rcflfy said Princes 
Holdings the Cable & MDS 
company in which Indepen- 
dent has a 50 per cent stake, 
now had over 140,000 cus- 
tomers and a capacity for 
500,000 homes passed, equiv- 
alent to half the households in 
the country. 

He said he hoped to be able 
to announce some Interesting 
news on developments in this 
area in the next two months but 
he did not elaborate as to 
whether to this referred to 
Princes Holdings’ anticipated 
bid for Cablelink or the possi- 
blity that the company might 
take a Stock Exchange flota- 
tion. 

Referring after the meeting 
to a possible link to cabling, 
group chief executive liam 
Heafy said Princes Holdings 
other 50 per cent holder, dear 
Channel of the US, was inter- 
ested m expanding its opera- 



Tony O’Reilly (right) and Uam Heafy at yesterday* AGM 


tions in Ireland and that Inde- 
pendent was equally interested. 

Asked about reports that the 

Datfy'MaU might be about to es- 
tablish a national daily title in Ire- 
land in partnership with Ireland 
on Sunday, Mr Healey said every 

new entrant would pose a threat 

but that it would have a tough 
fight against tbe likes of the Star, 
the Mirror and the Sun. 

In terms of the groups core 
Irish titles, be said aH papers, in- 
d offing the Sunday Indepen- 
dent, needed regeneration over 
a period but that design changes 
should be gradual and should 
not be noticed by readers. 

The new Saturday magazine 
which has brought sales to a 
record 182,000 on that day, was 
only up and running for six 
months, he said, and like any 
start-up operation was incuring 
initial losses. But he stressed 


that it would make profits soodl 
T he Sunday Tribune in which Ii>- 
dependent has a 29 per cent 
stake, was mafrfng considerably 
lower losses than before. 

Mr Heafy said that the 
group had not yet decided how 
much to invest in the London 
Independent and the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday. “It’s a ques- 
tion of evaluating what's 
required in terms of bringing 
the titles back to profitability in 
a three to five-year timescale. 
But we will support them for 
whatever is needed.” 

Earlier Brendan Hopkins. 
managing director of Indepen- 
dent Newspapers UK, said sales 
on the daRylhdqrendera had star 
bilised significantly at 220,000 
while sales on the Independent 
on Sunday had risen by 7 per cent 
since the titles were purchased 
outright earlier this year. 


EU blocks pay-TV link up 


THE European Commission 
yesterday wielded its rarely 
used power to ban big cozpo- 
rate mergers and blocked a pro- 
posed alliance in Germany’s 
pay-television market. 

The Commission’s antitrust 
chief Karel van Miert said he 
bad agreed a compromise 
with German media tycoon 
Leo Kirch and Deutsche 


Telekom, two of the partners in 
the deal, but that Bertelsmann, 
the third key player, had re- 
jected making any further con- 
cessions to win EU approval. 

“The Commission has just 
unanimoiafy decided to ban the 
venture of Deutsche Tblekom, 
Bertelsmann and the Kirch 
group. That means a formal de- 
rision has today been taken,” 


Mr Via Miert told a news con- 
ference. 

“A final attempt was made 
to try and reach a solution that 
would meet our concerns re- 
garding competition. I went as 
far as to make a verbal proposal 
that was agreed by Mr Kirch, 
but totally refused by Bertels- 
mann.” 

-Reuters 
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Ultimate 
Tests for 
future of 
England f 

Clive Woodward's squad of rookies ' 
arrive in Australia tonight ready for a 
baptism of fire. Chris Hewett reports . 


A PURPLE-FACED collec- 
tion of Wallaby apparatchiks 
have gone out of their way to 
place this summers England 
party in what they consider to 
be its correct historical per- 
spective: “The biggest sell-out 
since Gallipoli" was the ill- 
judged and gratuitously offen- 
sive contribution from Dick 
McGruther of the Australian 
Rugby Union. Sensibly, Give 
Woodward has not responded 
in kind, but had he chosen to do 
so he might have misquoted a 
former cigar-smoking Prime 
Minister by saying: “Never in 
the field of sporting conflict has 
so much bilge been spouted by 
so many about so little." 

England have toured the 
southern hemisphere with 
young, inexperienced and 
largely experimental squads 
before and will doubtless do so 
again, especially now that the 
bumbling blunderbusses of the 
International Rugby Board 
have conceded that the consti- 
tution of a national team is en- 
tirely a matter for the nation 
concerned. Not to put too fine 
a point on it, the Wallabies 
themselves have visited these 
shores armed with players con- 
spicuous only by their anonymi- 
ty. The fact that many of those 
players promptly announced 
themselves as world-class acts 
was, surely, the whole point of 
the exercise. 

“The purpose of this trip is 
to discover exactly how many of 
the current crop are of genuine 
Test standard and by the time 
we get home, we'll know the an- 
swers," said Woodward, the 
England coach, yesterday. 
“Considering we're less than 18 
months away from a Worid 
Cup, that information win be in- 
credibly valuable. Priceless, 
even. I only see positives and 
pluses arising from the next five 
weeks or so. It’s going to be very 
interesting, very exciting and, 
most importantly, very in- 
structive.” 


Woodward has not changed 
his opinion of the itinerary, 
which indudes four Tfests in sev- 
en matches and enough travel- 
ling to reduce David 
Hempleman-Adams to a pipe 
and slippers man. “Ideally, the 
five matches in New Zealand 
would have been the start and 
finish of it," said the coach, 
pointedly omitting any refer- 
ence to the Australian and 
South African ambushes await- 
ing him at either end. He is 
quite right, of course; the 
Springbok Tfest in CapeTbwn on 
4 July is an unnecessarily vicious 
sting in the tail 

Not that there will be many 
tea parties in New Zealand. “I 
don't think the players appre- 
ciate even now the sort of pace, 
ferocity and intensity they are 
about to be exposed to" said 
John MltcheU, whose value to 



The England coach, Clive Woodward, in a confident mood at Twickenham yesterday before heading south 


Woodward as an assistant coach 
will be magnified a hundred- 
fold by his rich experience as a 
former V&ikato and All Black 
captain. “They are going to 
have to learn and learn quick- 
ly, for the culture back home is 
one of keeping the ball alive and 
running opponents dean off 


their feet.” WJH the Allied Dun- 
bar Premiership have prepared 
the less experienced tourists for 
the rigours of perpetual rugby 
motion? “Well, it's all we have,” 
replied Mitchell, less than en- 
couragingly. 

He did, however, agree that 
the All Blacks themselves are 


embarking on a transitional 
spell having lost Sean Fitz- 
patrick and 7nrran Brooke to 
retirement, Justin Marshall to 
long-term injury and several 
other renowned Silver Fern 
foot soldiers to the physcal rav- 
ages of the high-impact Super 
12 provincial series. “There 


The four new boys given their chance against Australia 



Spencer Brown 

Age: 24. Club: Richmond. 
A Royal Marine bandsman, which 
explains the phenomenal lung- 
power he displayed during the 
English Rugby Partnership XVs 
cense battle with the All Blacks 
in Bristol last November. Brown's 
famous double tadde, one on ei- 
ther side of the pitch in the space 
of Q seconds, launched him into 
red rose contention and his 
snappy finishing did the rest. 


Steve Ravenscrbft 
Age: 27. Club: Saracens. 
With Michael Lynagh on his left 
shoulder and Philippe Sella on his 
right, Ravenscroft was always 
likely to leam a thing or two. His 
education is now complete, 
thanks to an error-free season at 
Vicarage Road in which his 
tackling and ball-retention were 
a striking feature of Sanies’ rise 
to fame and fortune. He is a hard 
nut. 


Ben Stumham 

Age: 24. Club: Saracens: 

A physical specimen of Lomu- 
esque proportions, Stumham's 
sprint times also bear comparison 
with Auckland's biggest export. 
Saracens insist he is not yet the 
finished article - “he still has to 
leant to think his way through a 
game," says Marie Evans, the Lon- 
doners’ director of rugby - but 
in a big man’s pme, Stumham has 
size on his side. 


Pat Sanderson 

Age: 20. Club: Sale. 

A real dark horse. Sanderson im- 
pressed some good judges with 
his energetic contributions at 
England A level last season and 
John Mitchell who knows a thfog 
or two about back row play, 
thinks he has the ability to pros- 
per at the top level He will have 
to play out of his socks, though; 
Neil Back and Richard Hill wHI 
soon be on the warpath. 


mig ht be one or two unfamil- 
iar faces, but the production 
line looks in pretty good order 
to me and rather like our own 
newcomers, those players 
called into theTest side will see 
it as a o nce-in-a-life time op- 
portunity.” 

All of which tended to sug- 
gest that the seafaring nature of 
this week? s England “bonding” 
session on the Solent was or- 
ganised more in hope than ex- 
pectation; if the combined 
talents of the southern hemi- 
sphere superpowers amount to 
a sporting iceberg, the tourists 
are very definitely several decks 
short of a Titanic. Matthew 
Dawson's 37-strong crew are 
sailing into stormy waters and 
most hardened realists doubt 
whether the ship will withstand 
the first squalL 

Yet Woodward was quite 
justified in his assertion that give 
or take*a handful of high-pro- 
file absentees- David Rees, Je- 
remy Guscott, Wm Greenwood, 
Kyran Bracken, Lawrence Dal- 
lagtio and Neil Back spring to 
mhid— the “form" players were 
safely on the plane that left 
Heathrow for Brisbane last 
night If the late apologies re- 
ceived from Greenwood and 
Back are likely to prove severely 
debilitating, especially with the 
likes of Guscott, Mike Catt, Phil 
de Glanville and Richard Hill 
already on an unavailability list 
of Proustian proportions, oth- 


' Photograph: Robert Hal lam 


er positions remain very much 
open to offers. 

“No worst case scenario has 
entered my thinking,” insisted 
Woodward, his upbeat perfor- 
mance sharply at odds with the 
apocalyptic soundings from 
Down Under. “What would 
constitute a success? Coming 
back home with five or six 
obvious World Cup contenders 
to go with those we already 
know about.” 

Such a return is entirely 
feasible; more feasible, cer- 
tainly, than five or six victories. 
In southern hemisphere com- 
pany. three wins from seven 
outings would be a spectacular 
triumph. 

BumJuararoimmNSiAffV! sxuday, 
6 JmcAmrite (at Surx^ Stadium. && 
batn). Saturday, 13 JonacNew Zealand A 
(Of Ruaby Park. Hamilton). Tu*«day, 16 
JwMcNawZtatandAcacMTiyttfHDrnaitBStl 
Stadium. hmcnsCl Saturday, 20 Jum 
20: New Zealand (W Caristavok. Dunadkt). 
Tuesday, 23 June: New Zntand Maori (at 
International Stadium, Rotorua). Saturday, 
2T June: New Zealand (atEdmPark. Auck- 
land). Saturday, 4 July: South Africa far 
Nmrtanda, Capa Tom). 

ENGLAND SQUAD: Backs: N Baal 
(Northampton), M Parry (Bath). T StJrapaon 
(Laicestor), S Brown (Richmond}, DChap- 
man (R ichmond! TEkrim (Sale). A Healey 
{Lflicaatort II Moore (Sate! J BaaandeO 
( Sate), Spo tter (La toBsteft S Bavanscraft 

(O to ucaafrV II Damon {Nort ha m p ton. 
capQ, P Richards (London Wahl For- 
ward*: D BoD {Sate} a Rountree (Leices- 
tsr), A Windo (GtoucesttrJ. G Chutnr 
(SaracensX R Cocke r<B (Leicester), P 
Greening (GtoucratoOi D Crompton (Rich- 
mond), W Groan (Whapa), P Vickary 
(Gkxjc6Sta% G Archer (Newcastle), R rf- 
dlar(ptouossteri, DGraircock (Saracens) 
□ Shna (GtoucsetK) B Clarke (Richmond), 
A Dfnroaa (Saracens ), L Moody (Latoes- 
4, S OJomoh (Gloucester), H PooWonaa 
P Sanderson (Sofa) B 


Need for 

Scottish 
backs to 
improve 

JOHN RUTHERFORD be- 
lieves Scotland's fighting spurt 

• wm enable them » bounce 
back from Tuesday’s 51-tfde- 
feat by Fijiin Suva- Rutherforf, 

tbe assistant coach, admitted the 

Scots did not do themselyesany 
favours with some weak back 
play in the opening match ot 
their tour- . , . 

However, he felt certain that 
that beating would not destroy 
confidence. “T know that it is mf- 
ficull to get over a defeat but tbe 
good thing about Scots players 

is that they can pick themselves 

up again," Rutherford said. 

In contrast, the Fiji coach. 
Brad Johnstone, a former All 
Black front rower, fears the 
worst for the Scots when they 
meet Australia in two interna- 
tionals next month. “They’re go- 
ing to have to improve 
markedly to hold any southern 
hemisphere nation. They’ve got 
a big job, it’s going to be a big 
« dr for them to compete with 
the Willabies,” Johnstone said. 

Scotland have delayed an- 
nouncing their team to face Vic- 
toria in Melbourne on Saturday 
until today. But the expectation 
is that those players who did not 

play against Fiji will be giyen an 
outing. Rutherford is looking for 

a big improvement from the 
backs. “Basically, we played 
too fiat an alignment," he said. 

“What we have to is vary our an - l 

gle of attack and ensure that 
there are players forming a 
second wave of attack.” 

Rod Macqueen. the Aus- 
tralia coach, did not welcome 
Fiji's win, saying: “The last 
thing we want is more pressure 
put on us with suggestions they 
[the Scots and England] are un- 
der strength.” 

The Australian Rugby Union 
is becoming concerned over 
ticket sales for the internation- 
als against England and Scot- 
land, with both countries minus 
much of their best talent The 
Scots’ first international against 
Australia, in Sydney on 13 June, 
is selling reasonably wdl and is 
expected to draw a good crowd 
on the day. The ARU is bank- 
ing on the Scots proving com- 
petitive to boost sales for tbe 
second international in Bri&ane 
on 20 June. 

# Whies suffered another set- 
back yesterday as they pre- 
pared for their tour of southern _ 
Africa, with Allan Bateman' 
ruled out of the trip. The Rich- 
mond and British Isles centre 
will have surgery next Wednes- 
day - the day after Wales leave 
for Zimbabwe - on a nose in- 
jury be sustained at the start of 
this year. 
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England fall 
to classy 
Australians 


Hockey 


By Bill Cofwffl 

in Utrecht 


ENGLAND, who yesterday lost 
3-0 in (onrential rain to Aus- 
tralia, must now avoid defeat 
against Malaysia if they are to 
qualify for the fifth-eighth place 
play-offs and keep alive their 
hopes of winning a place in the 
6Iite Champions’ Trophy in La- 
hore at the end of October and 
avoid the qualifying tournament 
for the next World Cup. 

England were no match for 
a professional Australian ride. 
After England had squandered 
two early penalty comers Aus- 
tralia went ahead in the 25th 
minute when Michael Brennan 
gave Simon Mason no chance 
from dose range- Tbe killer hkw 
for England came just two min- 
utes from the interval when Jay 
Stacy drove Australia's second 
penalty comer between Ma- 
son's legs. Eleven minutes into 
the second half Stacy struck 
again and it was all over. 

Two sloppy defensive errors 
within four minutes cost Eng- 
land’s women dearly as New 
Zealand beat them 2-1 yester- 
day. Although LuciDa Wright 
pulled a goal back with three 
minutes remaining the result 
was never in doubL 
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Winn seizes a rare chance of victory 


Cycling 


By Martin Ayres 

in Nottingham 


JULIAN WINN, of Wales, took 
advantage of a temporary truce 
by the big hitters in the Prutour 
of Britain to win the fourth stage 
from Chester to Nottingham. 

The race leader, Stuart 
O'Grady, and second-placed 
Chris Boardman had their minds 
fixed on today’s crunch stage 
from Birmingham to Car diff. 
They sheltered in the peloton 
while their Gan team-mates pa- 
trolled tbe front of the race to en- 
sure that no rivals sneaked away. 

“It was bard work for the rest 
of team as they kept the pace 
high to deter breakaways but 
Stuart and I enjoyed an arm- 
chair ride," Boardman said. 

The Welsh and British na- 
tional teams had anticipated 
Gan's strategy and went on the 
attack from the start At 16 
miles, after several moves had 
been neutralised, Winn opened 
a 100-yard gap. Britain’s Kevin 


Dawson sprinted across to join 
him and they committed them- 
selves to a long breakaway effort 

Both riders were more than 18 
minutes in arrears on overall 
times, no threat to Boardman and 
oo, and the pack was happy to see 
the Anglo-Webh duo disappear 
into the Cheshire lanes. The 
onfy major dimb of the day, the 
seven-mile-loag Cat and Fiddle 
in Derbyshire, saw the pair crest 
the summit with eight minutes 
in hand over the main pack. 

A counter-attack by the US 
Postal team provoked Gan to 


swing into action, chasing down 
the danger men, Daniel Bara- 
nowski and lyier Hamilton, 
before resuming their positions 
at the head of the bunch. 

The 95-mile ride held no 
fears for Winn, an ex-mountain 
biker who turned to road racing 
last year, and Dawson, the 
British 100-mile time trial cham- 
pion. “We shared everything. 
Tbe pace making, the drinks and 
the food," Winn said. 

They also agreed to share a 
£1,000 sprint prize on the out- 
skirts of Nottin gham, although 



Today: stage 5 



'Mountain 

Si Bristol 3&B9S 


Dawson was first through the 
sprint point. 

With tbe peloton dosing 
fast it was touch and go .on the 
run-in to Nottingham city cen- 
tre, but the breakaways beld out 
for Winn to take the sprint by 
half a length. 

Only 50 seconds later, the 69- 
strong main pack roared home 
and O'Grady completed a good 
day for Gan by snatching third 
place. With time bonuses award- 
ed to the top three, O'Grady in- 
creased his advantage aver 
Boardman to 21 seconds. 

Tuesday's stage winner. Jay 
Sweet, crashed in the dosing 
miles and trailed home 74th, 
l min 15sec off the pace. 

The home riders are likely to 
find life more difficult in today's 
129-mile leg to Cardiff, which 
includes key mountain climbs at 
Abergavenny and Caerphilly. 

+035:3 




Fisher maintains Renville’s gentle progress in Suffolk success 


Equestrianism 


By Genevieve Murphy 

in Ipswich 


JAMES FISHER, riding 
Renville, won the first of four 
Wtorld Championship Interna- 
tional Team Thais at the Suffolk 

Show yesterday. But, unlike 
some of his opponents, he has no 
burning desire to be one of the 
top three on overall pnmi s m the 

trials andsoseaireaplace on the 
British squad for the Worid 
Equestrian Games in October. 


In yesterday's trial which 
was incorporated into the Bank 
of Scotland Grand Prix, Fisher 
had the distinction of defeating 
John Whitaker, on the useful 
Virtual Village Heyman, and Di 
Lampard, on Abbeivail Dream. 
Fisher’s 10-year-old horse only 
competed in his first Nations 1 
Cup a year ago, jumping a dou- 
ble dear round in Lisbon. 

“Tin happy with what he’s 
doing and TU keep taking each 
step ns it comes," Fisher said. 
“Renville is very careful and he 
loves jumping. 1 would hate him 


to lose his spark through being 
pushed too quickly.” 

Despite a torrential down- 
pour in ibe morning, the ground 
stood up well to its soaking. Six 
horse jumped clear over a 
course which Fisher and 
Whitaker felt was about the 
right size for this stage in the 
season, although Lampard be- 
lieved that it should hove been 
bigger - with a tighter time that 
would have brought it more into 
line with Continental tracks 

Lampard was nevertheless 
pleased with two dear rounds 


from Abbervail Dream, who 
had been off colour when com- 
peting at the French Nations’ 
Cup show in La Baule earlier 
this month. 

John Whitaker and the 
Windsor Grand Prix winner. 
Diamond Cliff, dropped out of 
contention when the horse 
jumped right coming through 
the second of two trebles and 
was forced to stop when faced 
with the wing of the final ele- 
ment. Michael Whitaker had 
one error in the opening round 
on Hilton and two on Evert. 


Pascoe to try 
shows based 
on pop music 


Athletics 


THE former hurdler Alan Pas- 
coe launched his vision for tbe 
future of British athletics yes- 
terday by promising to promote 
its performers like pop stars. 

Pascoe, who was last week 
given the job of promoting the 
major domestic meetings, plans 
to revolutionise the way they are 
staged. Individual events will be 
highlighted with music, lights 
and an enhanced sound system, 
while the field in the non-track 
events will be cut to put more 
focus on the leading names. 

‘The set-up will be more 
akin to pop groups rather than 
an amateur sport,” said Pascoe, 
the former Commonwealth and 
European 400m hurdles 
champion. He unveiled his vi- 
sion when launching this sum- 
mer’s British Grand Prix which 
takes place at Sheffield’s Don 
Wley Stadium on 2 August 

“British athletics has got so 
many star names - probably 
more stars than the England 
soccer team and certainly more 

than England's cricket team at 

the moment and we want to 
build on thaC Pascoe said. 

The high jumper Steve 
Simth ts one of the top names 
already confirmed for the 
Grand Prix in Sheffield. The 
Olympic bronze medallist said- 
“The spectators need to be 
JWe to^pfey their part, like 
they do in a theatre." 

Other names already con- 
firmed include Britain’s triple 
jump worid indoor record hold- 
er, Ashia Hansen, and the for- 
mer javelin world record holder 
Steve Rackley. 
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.Gulland is given 
Derby go-ahead 


GEOFF WRAGG yesterday 
gave the former favourite Gul- 
land the go-ahead to run in the 
Atrip to Epsom has put 
to rest the trainer’s feats that the 
ground w£Q be too firm for bis 
colt, so he has scrapped pi*n<? 
to switch the Chester \bse win- 
ner to Sunday's Prix du Jockey- 
Club at Chantilly and reverted 
to the original target of the Ep- 
som Classic six days later. 

“The decision has been 
$ade and Gulland will go to Ep- 
som,” Wragg revealed. “1 have 
been to Eprom and it is genuine 
good ground from what I saw 
yesterday — the ground is very 
good. The forecast is unsettled 
too. And it will be better for me 
to have an extra few days to get 
Mm ready.” 

Gulland topped the ante- 
post market on die Derby after 
chasing home Xaar in *ast 
month’s Craven Stakes at 
Newmarket only to be pushed 
out in the betting after a less 
than impressive win over The 
Glow Worm at Chester three 
weeks ago. He is quoted at 8-1 
ju William Hill. 

™ “Gulland is very well and 1 
am very pleased with him,” 
Wragg added. “Everything is go- 
ing OK. 1 am never confident 


but he has earned the right to 
be one of the favourites and we 
have got our fingers crossed!" 

Gulland win be only a fourth 
Derby runner and a first in 10 
years for Wfcagg, who won the 
race with Tfeenoso in 1983. 

The trainer, whose King 
George VI And Queen Eliza- 
beth Diamond Stakes winner 
Pen tire missed the race be- 
cause he was originally thought 
not good enough to enter, sent 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Davis Rock 
(Ayr 3.50) 

NEk Last Lap 

(Ayr 4.20) 

out 5-2 favourite Red Glow to 
finish fourth in 1988. 

Michael Hills will again ride 
Gulland. leaving his trainer 
father Barry looking for a rid- 
er if The Glow Worm reopposes 
at Epsom. 

Leading Derby hope Haami 
“delighted'* John Dunlop yes- 
terday morning in a racecourse 
workout. He was put through 
his paces at Goodwood in a gal- 
lop with last year’s Derby sec- 
ond Silver Patriarch, who is 
warming up for next Friday’s 
Coronation Cup. 


And his trainer’s racing sec- 
retary Marcus Hosgood re- 
vealed: “Mr Dunlop was very, 
very happy. They went over 
about a mile and a furlong at 
Goodwood this morning and it 
went fine. The trainer is de- 
lighted. Pat Eddery wiD ride Sil- 
ver Patriarch at Epsom but Pm 
not sure about whether Richard 
Hills win be on Haami os Ham- 
dan AI Maktoum also has Mu- 
tamam in the Derby.” 

Haami has been prominent 
in the Derby betting since he fin- 
ished fifth to King Of Kings in 
the 2,000 Guineas and is quot- 
ed at 10-1 by Ladbrokes. 

Ladbrokes yesterday cut 
Courteous’s price for the Voda- 
fone Derby from 20-1 into 
16-1 after the colt was con- 
firmed an intended runner at 
Epsom. And ponters were 
warned to respect the Paul 
Cole-trained coll in the Classic 
a week on Saturday, even 
though he will be running for 
the first time since he won the 
Classic Trial at Sandown last 
month. 

“He hasn't run again but that 
was always the plan,” stressed 
Anthony Pcnfold, racing man- 
ager to owner Fahd Salman. 
“He is a May 14 foal and a late 



Cape Verdi and Frankie Dettori surge dear of the 1 ,000 Guineas field at Newmarket on 3 May. Now she is to take on the colts 

# Silver Patriarch, short-bead- 
ed fcy Benny The Dip at Epsom 
12 months ago, has been con- 
firmed a runner in the Corona- 
tion Cup at Epsom a week 
tomorrow. 


developer and we didn't want to 
give him another hard race. He 
has come on for the race, done 
everything we have asked of him 
aiKi worked well al Newbury last 
weekend. He won on soft 


ground at Sandown but we feel 
be will be equally effective on 
better ground. He is a very good 
mover and we were anxious be- 
fore Sandown about whether he 
would handle the ground.” 


Courteous, who wfll be rid- 
den at Epsom by Richard 
Qumn, had attracted little ante- 
post support in recent days, as 
he had been thought more like- 
ly to go for the French Derby. 


But Fenfoid stressed: “It was 
only ever a possibility he was go- 
ing to France. We had always 
kept our options open and go- 
ing to Epsom is not a change of 
plan.” 


Ayr 


Z2Q Miss Grapette 
SL50 BowcIHfe Grange 
3J20 Bride's Answer 


HYPERION 

3.50 Notnore Mr NIceguy 
4.20 THennfum 

4.50 Thomtoun Belle 


GOING: Good to Firm, watered STALLS: Straight - stands' side round coma - inside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High uaualy test 9f& 6t 
•Left-hand gaBopng courea. 

•Course la E of town on A758. tot station (service from Gfasoow) m. ADMSSKW: CU> 
£14; Grandstand £7 (OAPs halt-price). CAR PARK: Frea 
•LEADING TRAINERS: M Johnston 22- IKS (M2%) B HMs 17-54 (315%). lire II Rav- 
eterO-Bl («*) S KMHmmU 1933 003%) Mice L Perratt B-T52 {59%) 

•READING JOCKEYS: J Weaver 2B-K5 (179%) D Holland 15-72 £206%). J Fortune 
Wm (ttfi%) K Fallon tt-120 (B9%) J CarraB S-143 (105%) 

•FAVOURITES: MO-419 (334%). 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNER: Lady Rocketer (450) has been aent 360 raies 
BLINKERED FIRST TIME: The Lambton Worn (vtsorsd. 350). 


FORM GUIDE 

Coincidence bet enlfteriasts tiff t» looking closely at the fiances of BaBsntrae Bor 
wrfrrtiQthe Belantras Handcap. This noted be no mere novelty wager bscsse this Ngfv 
ly consistent four-yeen-dd has proved a real m o n e y-s p inner ttteaprrftLaa time out (W- 
V he was not rfagran sd when 8th of aa *'h lengths behind Mob Double ft ThMr (Sf 
heap, good] a tortnlflhl ago In that same contest Middte East (6-1) led headed over It 
out soon weaken e d. 6th of 23, 3 lengths behind Mrafe Double. Gamock VaMey (7-Q 
was outpaced mti stayed on lhal 2t never aWs chalsnoa 3rd o/ a 5 fwgihs 
B» wtaniK BrifanOM Boy at lAtesafcutfi pt heap, good) three w e eks ago ft uhto e ei ne 
race Bowcfifte Grange (3-D led. dear after 2t headed and no wtra wel raids flnol fra- 
bg 2nd of 6; I'M lengths beh M Btetantrae Bon h Apt Httons Exectrifve (8-1) fin- 
ished Wth of 14. tt lengths behind the winner. Balentras Bay, u Kpan sp p re ndos 
heap. soft). Just Bob (7-2) started alcwty. swttahed right end raced along tar side, nev- 
er tianganxjB, sih of m 8 lengths behind Pteceto CaBvo et Hamfton (51 apprentice head 
good! Pride Of BrUon (9-1) held up. effort 2f out. raver able chaBengd 7th of H 
lengths behind Rret Malta at Ripen gt heap, good). STORYTELLER (7-2 hw) headway 
hsBwBfc hand ridden end stqad on to toed Inside final belong not qtedan near finish 
2nd of n ’AlargBi behind Kbs at Thfeak pt hcapi good). That looks decant tonn for BM 
level and Jeson Wtoaverta mount looka the one to be on. 

Select ion: BOHTTEIBI 


heap, good) He can reverse ptedngs with Aknuhlmm (25-1) eumd stout* need keen- 
I* steady headways* out ran on wefkrawdsMrii 9th of ft 4 lengths behndM?* Of 
Gtass. In Apr* Drab Rock (9-D tod over 21 out unH over it out not qrecton. 2nd ol A 
2'h lengths betted Njpt Ot Glass atThsak (71 hestx good to soft). IGsnn Felon team- 
ing up with NoMora Mr Mcegtiy is a formktebte ux rtu nati on. Enc Alston* runner (7-1) 
wee dose up ural weakened and hampered a pproadtag Ural furtonft9ihot ft. TO lengths 
behind Beraoe eiThlrak (Bf heap, good to frrn) and Bus time can finish sliced of Re- 
doufatebte (50-1) 3W of n 4'/i tenths behtod Benzce Magic NUB (B-D oulpaeed over 
11 out 4th ol tt. 8 tengtha behind rttei Sprits atThrsk (m hcaft good). 

Selection: PERSIAN FWfRE 


4.20 


FENWICK MAIDEN CLA1MNG STAKES (CLASS F) E3JXJ0 
added 1m 2f Penalty Value £2£48 

J OPrea# 

J Canoe 2 

_A mates 0)7 

JFarfcneS 

J F Egan 8 

_ACtetaoe5 


eon- PI»PMT5P«)E(J1B)(MsHwlMDnMI4Plknteitie94. 

SUSHI BADNQUBT(J&i)gPSBtoy)MMne692 

3000/ TaE»M«{USA)(Jtq{UCBa)d)FMoMi881. 


fo OH I EBF AYR MAY NOVICE STAKES (CLASS D) £4,500 added 
2Y0 5f Penalty Value £3,072 

1 0301 RPS MAGIC ftl) (Fra* Efta7y) J Gotte 8 4 JFE»n4 

2 1 HBtfW HALL (12) (D) VI II Q Ftarnctans Lk5) N Tirtdar 9 0 GOtefakM 

3 3 SO W&UMG fT7){AGV«ron)M Dote Btt JMsGDsonB 

4 2 SUPH1 FORUM H3)PF) (Mb J kctufee Coney) MJohrakn S12 DHoWt 

5 3 MSSGRMCnEpqitteAEttabertsorfiJBanyB? ._Q Carter S 

8 20611 PALACE GREBipQPtpMChpiwfD Chapman B 7 ACMhsnaS 

-Bdadsrad- 

BETTWfc 2-1 Has (bapaBs, 4-1 Sgsr ftnsn. 5-1 Hsray HM, Nan (has* So Wtog. 7-1 Itegic 

1097; Hra>vBnfyAh6tona2 89 JFEgan ri-2 (PE«ns) dBm p? 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Pips Magic (25-1) tracked leaders, led insida lkiaJ furlonfl, ran on under prassm won 
al Riper 01 mda good) basting Maybe Special by 'A length 8 ran Henry HaB (7-1) al- 
ways dose up, led nside final fistong. edged left, ran on, won at Thiak (51 ctakner, good 
to frm) boating Shirley Not by 1 length, 14 ran. So Willing (M-fl headway 2f out ran on 
towards finish. 3rd of 12. 1 ’h tenglhs behind Fted Charger a Radcar 01 good). Sapor 
Focum (tt-4 JMav) ted, qudonad haHwayt no extra towards ftwfc 2nd d 7. lengBi be- 
hind Bayard Lady m Hamlton (St good). Mark Johnstmfeyouigster Is obvtouNy aspeedv 
sen and is Braly to make a bold bid todigi but this prt» looks bouid tor Jack Borys 
MISS GRAPETTE (5-D who chased Isadora driven slong 21 out stayed on weB final lis^ 
long, 3rd of 7, 'A length behind the uaaM Red Prairie at HamBon & maiden, good to 
•Mttt Palace Green (&4) made sfi dear over If out ran on strongly won at S outhwel 
(Bl safer, flbresand) beating Habtji by n lengths, 6 ran. Satoctkm: MISS GRAPETTE 


3.20 


EBF CROSSHia CLASSIRED STAKES (CLASS D) 


£10,000 added 3YO 1m Penalty Value £6,710 

01 OBOES AMSWSt pi) (0) (Ms Jean Keegan) M Owner B Tt JForiuMS 

0221-0 ICKALAS (18) (fOmOn Al UakKurQ B He 8 11 

0246 MGHTHYERpiq (TheJwnpdFtewnl«JHte8Tl 

02890 BSlADBIAflD (Ms NTrMerS B. 


2QX- SaAW(ROS£( 22 Q(Jmtt±iBn)ilssLfteaff 88 . 

-Sdsdsred- 


...GDBIMM3 

-KtaiTWMr2 

—JWteieri 


BETTING: 11-8 Khataa, 52 Mghl Rysr, 4-1 BrUs^i Aawat 7-1 SeUriric Rosa, 1W BdWata 
OH7: Bask ftfty3flnjM*rer»Tl bv (ABstetfdtemffifi ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Khafaa must be respected hate on last aaasarfttonn. On ha reappearance * d^n agci 
however, IWs aft dsappoftted even afimtog tor htoi befeig hampered, to IhM Ibrit race 
[7-D be chased the leadera effort and ridden tw 31 out hampered over 2f out soon 
beaten, 10 th of U 14 lengths behind Bavarian (*n 2f heap, good to soft). It may pay to 
side instead with SELKIRK ROSE flD-D who was soon tracking leadera e«ry chnnea 
approaching final fbrtong na qdekan, 4th of 3'A tontfhs behind Inbreak st /yr |8t 
heap, soft) In OctofaeK Thla My showed herseif to be a nJr pertornisr. test year .and can 
be a wtonertor toed mhaftnik Pteratt 81108*8 Antra ps-D eraafwayspronvnsrit' 
led 11 out pushed out won. at Kbsnpton (toi mdh JSee, good) beating Maria Lotto by 1 ’/> 
lengths, 8 ran. Night Flyer (15-3 chased wtonar St «h ol YX 7 lengths behind Peartrae 
House at Ltogtekl (ten state*, good). Be fl adsra ®0-D was raver dangarou* 8th of 16, 
15 lengths b^Vnd Ibm Dougal st Ybrfc {tn heap, good) 

Selection: SSJQRK ROSE 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
0 
7 
B 
S 

BETnNG: 0-4 Tbtd Tmpfa 3-1 Snoabftta. 5-1 Last Lap, 7-1 RycBNd SNA B-1 Trisfutora Step 
Shooter, 12-1 agar Haro, 20-1 oBM 

©87- Good Dsy 3 B Q Dasn IfeKsoan 80 tCThorrTOn) dram (q 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A wotU race that aaid test between RyeMdSter and LAST LAP. Jack Barry* drags 
(8-D was never dergBrous, «h of 8 25 lengths behtod Cosmic Case at Ifassefcis&t 
(ton leapt good to frm. Left Lap was prominefri, outpaced spproaettog straight head- 
way over 31 out every chance, one pace, 3rd of 16, 3‘A lengths behind Musata al Rsd- 
car (ftn 61 mdn heap, good tt firm). SotacB o rr LAST LAP 


OOBOO SHARP SHOOTBI po) (Abn Tbcnpson) S Ketfeui 3 6 8 

30540 8NOftBALLS(12)(CraalO0gBRKngCkJb)kfcsLftnftt3B6^ 

03354 TDTKTROPK(E7)PF)(JGBacfarnafl*sSaracfa«n83B5. 

40030 RYB=&J) STAR (10) (RrivrtArd) J Bery384 G Carter 9 V 

■06600 EAGER HS» (IS) [NortqralodQs Farmed) UBriIbto3 61 DNamagh(7)4 

MOS LAST LAP pi (MsP£NaacfteTi)TEadHty3B I LCMmacklB 

-9 1 


KILMACOLM HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,000 added 3YO 
1m If 20yds Penalty Value £2,388 

3W5B AlCHt REfl afTpS) (3 ABOnenaa) P.Haden97- J 


4.50 


001 WMC8ANMBS>p7)pte Dare lawfcSynfcftB) It Oman 90.J. JFarteoa4 

20040 (3NTKE MAT {VQ fasten B0sytatewfttoU4JJONgl 8 S-: WfappitXB 

00006 THECAiBiER0VBI(M(kk»Eftond)NWLirtwtyB9->- JB Ranwnocs (7) 11 

30660 PLEASANT DREAMS (17) (bn EM) DSnfih 8 9 ClaeBwS 


O chi BALLANTRAE HANDICAP (ClASS E) £3,800 added Sf 
**° u l Penalty Value £3,071 

J>R*rMd*(r )12 
.G Carters B 


3.50 


TOTE HANDICAP (CLASS C) £ 10,000 added 7f 


680M JUST BOB 03) (W) (J FoBteW) 9 KBaetel 9 80 


P 


0698 GARMOCKVAUET(22)(CD)(ttobartAW)JBtey898 

000-8 Pra0E0FBRDCTON(11)(D)(GuyRaed)CThraro599 Jsi jlcKraa nB 

11-006 MEXJIE EAST (13) (0) (Urs J Hast) T D Baton 597 JFararingSB 

60622 STORTIELLBi ftfc« Karan S Pratt M Dods 4 9 4 — -JWwvoMI V 


592_JSBw*faf(7)1« 
^IFEganB 
_JCteraB2 


6 303440 CHBHCAST (2tQ (19 . . 

7 6T2C0 BALLANIRAEBOT(13)(P) (JC 

8 25006- MUSBR (3621(D) Ms PE£< 

9 


25006- MUSae(362)(D)MsPEErtomtol)MVVare6B9 r 

. 04232 BOWCU^C ORANGE (22) (n (Darid W Chajsiwi) D Chapnwi 6 8 9 AClftWna 14 

© 04680 ANOTHER EPISODE (IQ (CD) (l^hSAhartanc# Mss Lftnftt 987 _™JNeAftsyp)2 

n 00004 RfCHGLOW (H»(C0) (M J^M8or)NB!pdl7B7 ^.DHnfawl8 

tt -00092 RALUUMC10)(E3)MsJlkftcfain4ArTWl Utefai885 PhasayfiOlB 

tt 32250 HOJONS EXECUTIVE (42) (D) (DeraK Wen) E Afcton 4 83 — 

14 00046 SUMWSfNAB.TOO(1^{CO)(rPRndi)lfasLpBnftt67W.. 

-14dadand- 

IlftriramnetoteMIOtoThratendtepra^ttaftofar******®- , _ 

BETTING: 5-1 BtorytsSa^ 11-2 Prids Of BiMon, 162 Gamoefc Vatof, 7-1 Ate Bab, IRrifta East 

Bowcme Grange B-1 BsSaftraa Boy, 12-1 otbere 

•B7: Rton aow 6 6 4 S Draws 11-2 (N BpaoA) dram e 9 ran 


Penalty Value £8,333 
mo- GAHJC STOW (17^ (H C Ftertog (Ah) M Johrakr 4 © 0 . 
20-144 MAGKlUL(2B)(!D)tAS8Hft)JLEyraS9a. 


..DHoBradB 

_JWmvh7 


1 
2 
_3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

a B _ 

V 00560 BmjfnVE(lB)WennRfaheiolOJLEyi«7B. 

11 06000 KSTIStt GOLD (7) (MriBrtriar^ MBrftw»7 © 

tt 00040 LADY ROCK5TAR (17) (The Fte Star Ratrahpl N R)en 7 
-12 1 ' 


5003 THORNTOUNBBlEp) [WM Johntere) JGckfc67_ 

04440 BAWLHANmC^^nftuftnUdJGcklsa 4 

0094 SHOTLBVUARE(7)tlA9attUie)NB)eoRS2 — 
60000 AHAZOMAN(2q{QjylM4C Thorton 60. 


Deal HdCeoara 8 

JFEpBilO 

SMaknayl 


LCtrenookS 

— TWBbs12 
.D Hansel (7) 8 
..JM»GMan7 


00600 H-RSAN FAYRE (26) (C) (D) (Itray art*} J BoryOSB 
02000 SABOT (U»(D) (Buy Bte*C1hort«597 


G Carter 5 

.DaraUdfaoamC 


-JiKMvmtft 


50045 A U W fal(2^(CO)(MPBMtak5tiSattenenfitlWEft>)>896 — -JFortnno2 

00400 B®«NS«WIC(l1)ffiw*Brady)JGdde496 4FEgan3 

206540 HOIIOREIIRIBCEGUYttt) (D) MsCBrtlPMdSal) EAMB14B5 KMon9 

430003 RHXUBlABLEJUSAHI^HPJf^vdWOepnw^flCrapran/aa AC<Aaaw4 

00900 ■nCLAMT0NW0flMtlH)(C)^adD*trai^Daieh480 LChamadtlOV 

© 133222 D»MROa(*tt(Wpo^BCfa«totfw^RllcWir470 .TMfcral 

• lOfakml- 

BETTMa:72A!na!ifcra.*-1 teunreUrlflcamS-l Eteris Rodt,ParaianFSyra«.l Magic IM, 
8-1 RKtosbHfa 12-1 G^Stoira2D-1 Sabot, 25-1 The Lanbton Ktora, SM Indtei Spark 
BS7: No coraspondng nee 

FORHOUOE 

PERSIAN FAYRE indcsted ft ThWt eerier Ms month lhat a return to form ras bnn*. 
rant Jack BaryS seven-jeaKrid otejed on reslywef to ate sewntti pJw behtod mrt- 
ttole winner Mrfrt Of Gtasa and tod ayS contest looks an easier sa dgnmant (11-1) not 
much room 11 out {padutey weekaned. 7th of -tt, 5 langtha behind Mgte Of Gtesa (71 


BE7TIN& 7-2 Wtaga Aewded, 62 Amber Ragart, 7-IThonanua Ms, Bsytoara M Tha Cania 
Rmw; UMMra 1W Os Tte Ufa Piaaara Draama, 14-1 oAan 
WT No conespondng race 

FORM GUDE 

Amber Ragent 0-2) headway 3f out stayed on wal towards Bnkto, 2nd of 8t &h lengBa 
behind Shanweri Song ft Benriey (7f cfaimK good). Wlega Araardad (e-^ always proirt- 
rant tod toftde ftoal firtong rtiusn out won st Wtodsor (tn detect good) bsfttog Thsabe 
Of Dreams by 1 1sngra 8 isi On Tl»* Met (29-1) 8th of 12, 26 lengths boHnd Haste 
La VWb. at Us M tutfi (ftn 4f heap, good to firm). The Canute Rrarar (8-1) betted, 
soma headway 3t cut never reached Madera » of * B lengths behind Klamey Jazz 
at BouShwsI (im mdn hcag fbassnd) in February Ptaeaant Draama p0-D was in touch 
inU weakened 3f out 10th of 17, 8 lengths behtod Artteigh Charmer at Redcar fftn 2f 
hcag good) THORNTOUN BELLE (20-1) waa stwsya chssfttg leadara on tha stands akfa 
tepr on one Ural 21 3rd ot2Q 3*A lengths betted Shamrari Song st Nsweasrio fftn heap* 
good to flrm)and can propass from tore effort d hold sabtemtes Beyteam (B-1) who 
stunbied batty m the start of that same rao* not reooior. 8th of 20 , 12 lengths belted 
Stenwari Sorts al Newceslte IrnuUve (14-1) textg Wt most ol w^ raced done stands 
aide, always behind, test of 8 25 Nngttu betted Shamrari Seng st Bwreriey (7f cteimer. 
good). golsction: THOWHTOUN BELLE 


Brighton 


HYPERION 

2.10 King Foley Z40 Zygo 3.10 MeAors 3^0 
HaroMon4.10 Cry For Freedom A4Q Anokato 


3.40 


SEAFORD SELLING HANDICAP 

(CLASS G) £2£00 added Im 4 f 

00054 Off THE RAILS TO JPcrtmao 4913 R Cochrane 7 

2 0648 HAR0UJ0N P)(D) BPMjB9Btt9teJ—-.---T^rtte3 

3 00965 URGBIT REPUf (USA) (30) C PyllL J Lffcb 1 V 

4 0496 SO>eBSNCTBr(2af!)(Ct»CHo^592JHsfte»i14V 


GOB4G: Fftm (watered). 

STALLS: im 4f - outede; remainder - hakte 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Nona 

•Left-hand, U-shaped course, intottkig and sharp. _ _ _ 
•Couse is E of town Rdcw signposts from town centra Bvttoft 
stebonim (faetsarvlce from London. Xfctorta). ADMISSIOffcChto 
Ct2 (aooartpanted und^«9 free); Tfatoreafa £8 (accompanted 
under-IBs trad); Picnic Part &4-per car (pta C» per occupant). 
CAR PARK: Bee. 

•LEADING TRAINERS: R Hannon 31-83 (8.1 %)l G L Moore 
27-86 (B0%1 S Doer IB-141 ( 128 %), B Meehan IB-W 
•LEADING JOCKEYS: T Qukm 47-82 058%} S Senders 20-132 
(82%), R Hugho* M-90 (ftB%) S WWtWOHh W-106 (82%). 
•FAVOURITES: 213-600 (355%L 

BUNKERH3 FWST TIME: Select Star (340), Urgent Reply (v*- 
eored. 14CQ, Chez Cateten (tffaoreA 340) 


900 RBEABCNE(t7)RSIrt»cn48« IIQafa*«12 

31006 EA8YV*mi£{B)GLMocra389 ■CtedyNcnte? 

05496 SaSCTSWI(J24)GMcCaft4B8J» 

0900 NABXAfTT) RHbmcr387 


17)»B 

iters ON* 2 

.RBrteteftpJB 


5 

6 
7 

B Dr05& aATHW6GtfT (Jl^GLMocn»5B2 — 

« 56009- OffiZCAJALW{244)M®Uw*l7S2-A»»cCartlqr(3)4V 

Ti awm (6GHBUHYLEGS® (T7) Bob JcresS B0 J Morton 3 

tt 62244 COMTHTS LEGS® (10) (D) JPbbTCdB BO CfteNrll 

O 00000- NCBA7S>LH39 JRRaBaoB78 Rteftwrf^B 

M 0GM6 AEGEANB^EfS)RRMr37tt JOataalS 

-14 


tfteurrraptrTW 709 To* tendcap weigtt 

BETTING: HHnHfaM Mrt UpdH 

fteply, M Severeiga Crera Mg&bwy la|R«i, 10-1 Cbte^ Cftsfat, 14-f 


2.16} EBF NOVICE medi an .auction 


STAKES E) £4^50 added 2YO 6f 

0B KWGFWJEYS)(q WGU'&merBe — DMtafteftto Plf V 

tt BfBMY(l2)(BF)JEudBce91 

065 GAPDUNHLLB{(1Q MOwnncnfl'C -TGutaS 

0 DftUONA«EM7)RH™n8tt — 

4 POKerpSJGLItateB fi 

9 lAT/WBWEmfflflajJBMwranBB UWteftt 

-66sdsnd- ^ 

BETTWtt 94 Bveany; 7-2 nog Foten4-1D«onert, IM tetevstnftte, 
6-lftskel, 8-1 Capteta Hlgr . 


REGENCY MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (F) £3^50 added 3YO Im 

1 03438 RARE TOWBI p6) H Hwnon 9 0-— 

2 6 CWKW«fflWi(lO)JIteree89 JlOeyS 


[4J0 


J(bten4 

_T8pr*te2 
TCkdmS 


3 6 MSSKBLSDEpt) WJmbflB 

4 604 PBCCARA PO B Mrg BB- 

5 23104 SOfT TOUCH (38) »*Glfcta<i*yB3 

-5 declared - 

BETTWQ: 1-2 Sift Tbtsfii, 94 Htaa KOWds, 7-1 Ciy For Restore, *-1 
Hbd* Tbww; 33-1 Perecsps 


\4M 


SHOREHAM CLASSIFIED STAKES 

(CLASS F) £3,250 added 7f 

■3«D SW0UB»«Y(W8??FJHBtfteS98 


2.40 


2 M6500 BWWPM»(7)(CD)ftftteerB9B , .. 

3 96000 BRAVSBW(139 MChBmcn496 — — TttfertI O 

4 06900 MYTTONS W5TAKE (10) (D) flHodBBs696~ROwJ*'6J[ 

5 2606 TWWCRBB08fl1]flHVSoarw7flfi- 


IA-RjkISBS. 


.CRlftwrO 

R Branch 2 


_RKnfta» B 


B 4006 ZtQO( 

7 000- wtn rsi euift mira jo» —— ** T*.'. a n « 

8 ODD •8DCOtOMALBOVna?Rlfaft»»389--i)s»™»< 

9 .50960; KPtTELAliEtm lksPDrtteto386„ - NPofcni gB 

11 50065- MQHrADCnOKDS3)BMteg3BB.JHlininabarti(7)1 


Tm) FLANAGAN AND ALIEN HANDICAP 
(CLASS n«3^50 added im 

1 0600 JM»0r(t4)(ORtag»49l2 AN ^oraS 

2 Q0C9- SMaWaCWRfaAnEBJIteLSM*sS98 MJfaMte 2 

3 00*6 RfiODT3WCEg%^MBhrelWl79S-.^ WB g 

4 «00. MSfr(t3)(CD)CBenslnd4Bfi 

5 0O4M.ie«)QZA{C7)TOPJMEtel49O 

0 988 Nmfl«OT(C0)mMrt*v»afe5®0-.-FNc«na 

B tew- awirisat»fragBP*D8flB 

• CHAUJZ(2t)mKBnte4BO —-***"*„ 

» ta*B WtTHOtrr FR^DS (1^ P) J F*rv+tejws 48 ” 

« 448W Hum HUNWSE (CD) R Fteer 5 

AJMascHOunm 

D0UBLEflUSNfS)(O 


™ mi HWfPfiSE Lh5) m f*** => ° 

5 3384* JUMg9CH0liai4amaLIBW5BS.Ote»Mwfc.^g 

5 ttoa DOUBLE-HUSH P) B 

* w»0 KnrXNCBrfn4^?(I9RRDMr7BB OUMteBB 

^.(WPS0CTW8UJEg^Alrnri384 NCteB*3 

| ffinw&s-J Meters, if«Jo|£rMnU( JMAnteAM Jre*V 
j 8-1 teartg Ctefla^ Wfthour fttends. 10-1 Raftfl. i7-t 


CLAYTON HANDICAP (CLASS Q £4,500 
added 6 f 

S3631 IC»a)R»YDU(B)(C9RHnai31D0|Ba4JrttaBflte1 

SOD IQNGSHAfflONYflftWBPrareSatt^tendra* 

•002 ANOMOOm (C)TWi4S9 JOstallB 

OMO HMADB«E(14MD)MCfamai49B TOdseSV 

S«0 

456S3 KRAN{7)ltaP(X*le«4B3 01MJfa(7)10 

30966 RO«CRACKffl»(D)GMB^BTO692JR*teenBBIf 

mem StaUNG(t47)(CD)RlterevieBTl DneOWMi3 

B 55004 JUSIWIMaiS»(CDJJBri(SBrB80 AfUy0|S 

0040040 SftUWUfDANCHt (13) D Brerary *86 -^-JtDayB 

ft 250022 BBIAtt LEBACT p H) KBate 5B3 Ate=C«fty 8 

KTnNtt 7-2 Staten, 5-1 Anokato, 6-1 IW8dForThB,7-1teartL*B»- 
V, g-1 Kim. Jrettateras, W Peter EcBpaa, Itocterecfcra IM rtbw* 

•Britain supplied four of yesterday's 10 acceptors for 
the Group Tko fta da Gms-Cbeae over Seeluriangs 
»r OnmnlIj mnSanixrigy. Hie quartet are the Brian Mee- 
hao- trained EssycalL NeraDe Callaghan's Danetnne, 
-WDliam Muirt Almaty and Ian Baldmgfs Hahnahera. 
Mkbael "ffibbutt is set to ride Easycall with John Reid 
on Almaty and Olivier PesBer Hahnahera. Otiier ac- 
ceptors indude lung’s Stand Sta kes ho pe Sairae Ma- 
rine, five-length winner of (he Group Three Pdrde 
Saun- GeorgcsM Tnopchamo for Robert CoBet and last 
Jriday'sBaden-Badefl winner Dyhim DiamoiKL Bald- 

ing hopes Halmahera will bounce back to form, hav- 
m g fnivhprf only fifth when favourite far the Field 

MaisbalSnkes al Newmaitei oniiis reappearance. ^ 

was a bit' disappointed wilh him at Newmaitei,* the 

trainer adnriltod. “But I think he needed the race. He 

has come cm abjt since then bmiitootea-ray hot race 

on Saturday." 


Uttoxeter 


HYPERION 

2.00 Barton Chic (nb) 230 Grange Court ZJX1 
SHAHBOOR (nap) 3-30 Super Rapier 4.00 Sun 
Alert 430 Warren Boy 5.00 Gtedal Mtesfle 


3.30 


MO0ILEFONE GROUP HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 51 

1 -33U5P SPANISH UtBff (157) (D) SftJ Bvtav 8l9 T20 — ADoNte 

2 F523H BflGHTTR SK*D€ (44) fQ (D) MsUnswfarBttO.-GLse 

3 205423 RU8TEAIR(29 (D) J FfizGeratl ti It3_ RGanfar 

4 26PF4 BBtoOH NARK (40) (D)UV*hscn 81)13 Wllnton 

5 2=3351 SUPCRRAPBlO^TOGWibarfBttl R ' 

8 96323 tlt&CMEVOUS GRL (19) RltetJtJQ MraF! 

-Bdsdbred- 


GOiNa* Good to Frm (wtesrtog) 

•Left-hand eoutsa Fton-to of iroyds. 

•Ccum Is SEct town near BS017. Utlovater stteon (Dwby-Crnra 
Sno) srfotos ccuza ADMISSION: Club £15 (QAFfc Tteter- 
aaSotti pAPs £7): Canfre cl causa E5 CAR PARK: Frea 
•LEADMQTRAMBR&MPIpa 38-141 (27%) S Brocfcstww «60 
(22J»X lftss H Knight T7-82 {2Q7%1 Mn> J Pteran 13-81 («%L 
•LEADING JOCKEVS: A P McCoy 29-tH (ZZ8%)h N VrtBsrnwn 
2l-tt2 (59%), R Jofawon 17-12B (135%), Vft Manton 14-133 (05%). 
•RAVOURfTESc Z7B-728 (381 »l 
GLMKB1ED FIRST TIME: None. 


Iteinsn rabrt: Kte Pus hancBcap wsWe MacNawre GH fllf dfc. 
BErTWQ: 7-4 BtWter Shads, 11-4 nunc AA 7-2 SupwItepiK 5-1 Bsw 
dor Nsrii, 14-1 Sperfah Ugbt, 20-1 Utectrievaue GM 


A hnl MOBILEFONE GROUP HANDICAP 
H,uu l HURDLE (C) £5,500 added 3m 110yds 


9 nnl MOBttmJNE GROUP NOVICE HURDLE 
4 , Y u 1 (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2 m 41 110yds 

1 B8BI APMLSBSmip^^JNBribTfiO BJchPsco 

2 F4Ptt CAIDN LAN (BQ N HtndBuan 7 P 7 UAFtogstei 

3 CBSF2 FSJLTHE (S) M Pipe 611 7 CHttete 

4 090 COMMANDO nANCS}(!3)JJlfa*i»6 11 0 RSfavte 

5 505060 SUBnW 07) J Marias OHO 

« 00963 AUTUMN RAME(17) HFBrerrsi7 08 
7 0P22 BAflTONCHK(*5) 8Brtx*riwv6 138 

6 20B9 DAISY (106) Lta J Ffarnr 5 tt 9. 

9 -62640 SBTSB0SEpB)SGcArgs?ttB- 

~9dBdvftf^ 

BETHNG: 52 CftcnLaa, 7-2 nibs BB, 4-1 Barton CHc, 92 ApilBev- 
•oth,7-l Daisy, 14-1 SWsr Rost, 20-1 Aatunn Fteos. 25-1 (ribsn 


1 34/13- ALQAHAMAAN (586) to) C Ifanf It tt CLtete^fO 

2 9sr< couFn-cncuu«(i9)(co)wararain — Rjotramv 

a 304054 «tflf5PHa(12)(OflHrJW«ad7lJ7 GrayLyaci 

4 VTC33 MOONLIGHT AR (20) (BF)J Spearing 7 tt 7 Jt A FtogwildB 

5 431C1 SUNALBTT (USA) (TI) (C) MPctgl8SB4 H3 R Thornton 

6 SMStt petquxbi fie) (D) G lUbKC « tt □ — MtokaMBnmnV 

7 HI IP- WRBCBIGAfr (600) (C)(D) tea JPteartS ttO_BC8Bord 

8 P-UC64 ULURU (13) (CD) CMcriDdc tt 100 -TMortmar(7) 



8wJCBuaroS*t» 

BETTWa M Court Ctrcute; 7-2 MoonrigM At, 4-1 Stei Atari, 152 (4at- 
ftfi. 7-1 Wterti Pride, 10-1 Afatesraau. 12-1 tesftwigfte, 20-1 Uteu 


MOBILEFONE GROUP NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 2f 

1 1PPGU GRAHGECOUHTfUJIWtewattO Cl 


2.30 


2 9P63P OSWYORCHBP4J jmftjcftBsrill 2_- 

3 143E42 DBnNGBRDGE(U)(qifaSJcfn»> 8 T 12 .R. 

4 4P34P5 DUNURm PFtodORtBIt 2 SBraroutfi 

5 1P63R4 HBnr BRUCE (IS CAStriftSU 2 VShftwy 

S 468265 PRUSSIA (3) W Qsy 7 71 3 MARbgenid 

7 a35(P SPKEAKG0U)(1M)(D)JCkl9Tli 

8 2231 DGIR£BUCK(74) WKmpSttll Bl 


BETTING: 54 GtengsCoul,7-2Dn^ Bridge 92 Sgresago Gold, 

5-1 Fnafta. IM Dotete Buck, 89-1 Henry Brora 2M Cbarty OreMd. 


Xqinl MOBILEFONE GROUP NOVICE 
^■^1 HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £1^00 

added 2m Sf 

1 2imF WARRBIBOynqTLJaneeStttt tew P Jam (5) 

2 3M2H W3t)NGTT»MlASS(t9(P)TIWMatt5MrR1IMM(7) 

3 SBIJ2 XtffACCOKrOG^teFMBriHnettQAfaFteHlmp] 

4 ffa HOSrm(H)JTu*7ttO : MrSSttetonp) 

5 -1FED RADIO DAYS Late 7 ttO HrJJteas(5) 

6 «f 5PS9Y DAN (26) R Maftter 6 tt 0 AfrEWBdmfT) 

7 Sttfll TYPHOON (24) ttoSCtranoy fl ttO MrtECterarayp) 

B 5P3H0 VERY DARING (5) Lfa»S8hemttBtt0-MbsSSbanwt(n 

8 P3 HOTDNfi4RMOABE|^Lte5Atofciy71l8Jfr»SNBrtHj’P7 
tt PIPP22 K0NESTEXPIBSI0N(^MH&Deraftail9JfrrS8faby(7) 
II 2PPT1P UESDtOHfri) MFHtertogail B-JkG Brafortteral (7) 

tt SIR) JWWTYYEE(12}BC*r77l8 »JOw(7) 

13P232PP SWQHSONG(32)RCtranrtar8i19 MrHttedUayP) 

14 9U OWSTOWSUCX^T V*Ag ?t17. HrJRBteDWfT) 

BETTWG: 3-1 Rarto Days, 4-1 tycoon, 5-1 HBosstcwn Lass, 5-1 Vte>- 
ran Boy; 8-1 JoWAccocSL T2- m pss d yPw^ 15-1 Hostyn, Honaft E«- 
presalon, 29-1 rritere 


Snl MOBILEFONE GROUP NOVICE H*CAP |baa 

■ uu l HURDLE (CLASS E) £3.000 added 2m l J ' w 


HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 

I 434222 ! X 3 WT > CWtoR ( D ) UCreprai 511 tt WWDrtte^on 

- 36652 SOUBIMAXPQ JMedrisSII 9 ,E tetrad 

_ HOB SOXSI(739 ABBfay51f B 

4 !H03f WEETAND3Se4TWkl411 8 -?»*** 

5 IB4 SHAWOOR (USA) flfllisPRobSWi 411 e*-M Hotted* 

6 5P62D PWWSE ICWSTRa. (F^ (D)RDd*i4 11 5 ClteMfan 

7 ***** HEART (44) UsiHKf^rt5T) 5 JRBWerP) 

8 3P-P1 BARANOV PJHHdbbBH 5 (7te) MAFkgertkl 

9 1PH33 CBCLE OF MAGtC (44) Mfipe4 H 3 RTbomfco B 

tt 000363 SnENTACnONpBAJpttNteteBl 11 NBtenftl 

II CPOfl* WmHJDB3SI0Np01)UraMAMB7»tt_GH^ra 

tt asm FLOODS fAMCYfUjUBwi* 5 t)l2 ICrarntreffl 

tt 69463 MOOR HALL LADY (20) ACamA7tJH Wlfaraten 

WS3432F AOIDRALSGUESrn^ WQay6tt7 B Johnson 

6 06UDO IOC OF SWING pqVSn*»6tt7, GUjten 

tt 5FQ9- MAJWCWfBff LADY (469) lfcsLDaris7ttO SF» 

-IBdsdsrtd- 

Ifitesre ategfa 7 tte. Dus tenfcte rajgftt Maretrief Lady 99 t3tt. 
BEJTWG: 4-1 Bnimv, 5-1 Heart. 5-1 CWt Of llagic, 7-1 SofcflsrUftt, 
8-1 Osw TJte ttnt JM aatabsra SOwt ArSkra IM elites 


MOBILEFONE GROUP MAIDEN OPEN 
NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 
added 2 m 

09 aULSW BOY (26) JHlzGeab 5 11 5 Flasfegr(9 

00 GREATPCftBniAL(ie PBeamaitBII 5 R&afa 

RB BLCALWAH u fara w orthStlS TM Leech 

0 HOORHALLLADfie ACanol6H 5 HrMItodfa 

6 PRABCWMAN(24)Oamwn5H5- 


2 WBEAWAXE (NZ) (24) C Mam 5 11 5 — MrKRCntytep) 

00 ttlLL ASSUME (1 12} R&82rt^3n fill 5 Rlteaey(3) 

0 BROOKTHORPE {&*) NMchM5T1 0 G Upton 

50 CKff WAHOANCEB1) MraS Lamyiren 4110 -JMsgren 

102 GLACUL MISSILE (ttt BEddsy5T1 0 LCumnWw(5) 

6 HOLD DROP p B) Mfateran 411 0 DGMagbar 

0 UANOUTO P4 U MflcnBn4 H 0 Rlhenftn 

00 m2DUGA(3tt BReacsAU 0 JMogtadp) 

0 M(B1TTHSIAPY(40)ABBley5l1 0. 

28 BYTHELADYp2)TVI«4t)9. 


.G Bratey 


OU HAS0NTHEIBLL{7qUChttmi4ttB..YnMtegtM 
-iBrtednd- 

BETTING; 94 GteM unite, 4-1 Wfrte Awaka, 8-1 Pittris Indhn. 12-1 
BNBn Boy. Maudto. Night Tterepy, EByfta ittf, 15-1 stbers 


1 Latest Derby betting 


French Derby betting 

Hone 

C 

H 

L 

Korea 

WmareHa 

Second Empire 

*2-1 

*7-4 

— • 

Croco Rouge 

3-1 

Cape VertS 

*SM 


5-2 

Saratoga Springs 

3-1 

Greek Dane* 

5-1 

S-1 

_ 92 

Sayareban 

6-1 

KfngOfKinas 

B-Z 

lift 

5-1 

Mudaer 

13-2 

City Honour* 

7-1 

10-1 

8-1 

Daymedl 

6-1 

Seratoas Sorings 7-1 

10-1 



Sadtan 

10-1 

Guitend 

11-1 

ttl 

8-1 

Sasttoo 

19-1 

Haute 

12-1 

12-1 

ttl 

Prefix 

12-1 

Border Arrow 

16-1 

M-1 

14-1 

TMef Of Hearts 

12-1 

HJglHBse 

20-1 

20-1 

ttl 

Droero WeH 

20-1 

Courtaoua 


25-1 

ttl 

Rabtei 

20-1 

^ftiarun 


Central tali 

25-1 


First show 


Ayr 3.50 

Horae C 

H 

L 

S 

T 

Hera 

C H L S T 

Baric Stare 

151 ttl H-1 ttl S-1 

Mashkas 

72 

72 

7-2 

M 

M 

Stoat 

251 ttl 291 251 ttl 

NrenlkMtepr M 

4-1 

31 

4-1 

51 

IB Intel Wn 251 251 251 251 251 1 

Oateflodi 

W 

M 

51 

51 

51 



IfarirafWm 

IM 

*4 

51 

82 

82 

IsdfaiSprafc 

251 331 331 331 331 

MftClM 

M 

51 

M 

51 

51 

fariMras Bh teodfaftm l. 2 , 3 

Mstete 

91 

H 

91 

T-1 

91 

C Ctft HVftn Wfi LlabtfaA SSerteTlte 


Sky might miss Wokingham 


ANTE-POST punters were 
warned yesterday lhat Shel- 
tering Sky is not certain to run 
in next month's Wokingham 
Handicap at Royal Ascot 

The John Dunlop-trained 
coh, entered at Lingfiekl on Sat- 
urday, headed bookmakers' 
opening show of betting on the 
Royal Ascot sprint after he was 
handed 9st 51b when the weights 
were published yesterday. 

He caught the eye when an 
unhicky-in-running second to 
World Premier at York a fort- 
night ago but Dunlop's racing 
secretary Marcus Hosgood said: 
“He is not a certain runner.” 


Results 


FOLKESTONE 

f ,40: 1. THUS ANGELS (D Biggs) tt- 
2: 2. Gaily MB 8-4 tec 3. TtaUya &-1 19 
ran. nk, a (M TbmpWns).^ Thtre BBJDO; ClflOt 
nSC C2M Od Forecast CW1Q Cbmpi^sr 
Str&kiit Forecast: C1BAQ. Trim C2790. Non 
Human PrfmorfaL 

2.10: 1- NIGHT SPIRIT (D Hanban) 20- 
1 ; 2. East Winds 8-1; 3. RoWn Splendour 
5-1 11 ran. 44 tav Deep Space ptti). 2'h, 
Yh- (C BrittetoLlbtR *2170; Bag £300, 
£LfXDF:E4a5(lCSF: £15386 TriaCttOSa 

240:1.UOONQUZZARD(JChini)SD- 
1:2. Jade Tiger 11 -4 Jr lav; 3. Radoubtell- 
a 9ren. 11-4 Rtiv Turtle VBtoylBth). I*, ha 
(M Bktrahera). TMw £*030; ClflQ, 
EZ20. DF: Eflfm CSF: £79.75 Trio; £19090 
pwt won, pool of EW099 to Ayr 350 today. 

3.10: 1.CRjrre HAPPY (J Ouftn) 4-1:1 
Runs In The Family 8-1; 3. Pizzicato 8-V 
11 ran. 5«2 fav 7T» Fugattiis (ftfr). sttt ho, 
a (Dr J Scared). TbtK £530; E2.7D, £1BU 
ZZSO. DF: £3t5a CSF: £33.11 nicest 
E23U5 Woe CB48D 

3l 40:1. IRREPRESSIBLE (TSprake) 10- 

1 ; 2. Hsbnniansr 11-2; a Fnacy A Partuns 

7-2 tte 13 ran. hd. 3’A. (R Hodges) Tote: 
£800; £120 £300 £23) DF; £33301 CSF: 
£5811 Trio; £2B8a NR: The Honorebte 


DsbranM ApsdwRsdl 
RnytenVteH^eQl 




LTtfc 1. FRANKIE RAH (Pftobtoson) 8- 
1 ; 2. Petuntse 14-1 ; 3. Uanbetg 33-t 12 
ran. 3-1 fgv Landrfir (Bth) 5, 3'h. (M 
Jervis) TbtK £880; £t8D £420 COG DF: 
£29SQ CSF: C9SIXL Ike C35L50 pert won, 
pool Of £14854 to Ayr 350 textey. Mfa: 
Gmftare Ed» Moving Uft 
440: t. ajPREME soumi ( 

B-1; 2. Secret Sprtog 94ter; 3. ! 

Corat B-l 10 ran. 2. IVk (P Harts) Tote: 
£1240; £320. £W(X £52D DF: £2429 CSF: 
£2557. Tricast £16038 Trio: £9140 
5.10: 1-ADE5TEnDELES(P Robinson) 
3-1; 2. My Lmmad Friend &8 finr; 3. Ar- 
dc Courier 7-1 • ran. m 3’A. (M Bel) IM r 
£ 500; EMUfitaa £180 Dft SS5G CSF: £844 
Jm0a>ot:ijotwon,pacidEWU4a7car- 
rtodvrwndtoAvrtodfat. 

Ptacepot £78520 Qusdpot £ttS70L 

YARMOUTH 

820: 1. MUTAAHAB (R Htefl 188; 2. 
Custe 54 fur. 3. Iftnmeots 5-1 B ran. Vh. 
4 (E Dtftep) tote: £340; £150. £140. DP. 
£220 C9P.8422. 

250: 1. LUCKY ARCHER (W RSwHwn) 
TT-4; 2 Dalnbee 20-1; 2 Meiinnuiiij 13- 
2 10 ran. 2-1 tar Gain Line. 2 8 O Bredey) 
IMe: £280; £120 £400 CUQ. Oft £5240. 
CSF; £S3B4 Tricast £30351 Tito: CISCO 
220: 1.JALAAB (Rl-Ss) 9-2; 2 The Ed- 
itor 4-9 ter; 2 Kesi*Mitsr ii -4. 4 ran. V*, 
2'h. (R Amraorw) Tbte: £490 DR £160 
CSF: £897. NR: Caitftean Monarch. 

280: 1. SHOCKER g Ttett tM : 2 Mnr- 
gono S-1 fav; 2 Fear Nat tt-2 13 ran. 2. 
2 |W Heggra) Tbte: EO20; £898 £138 
£208 DFTe84a CSF: £3448 Tricest 
£20222 Trio: £6528 

420: 1. OPERATIC U F Egan) 2-1 ter. 
2 itetakirra; 2 Rhrer Rnilter c-i 6 m. 
D 2 (P EwaB-lfate: £230; £128 £238 DF: 
EsaocsF.rsm 

430: 1. MAZSD (C Cogsri) 52 tar. 2 
Hobart JUKtton 4-1;2 Bkxrirade 4- 1 13 
ren-8 2‘h. 0 Evens) toterOoCt £23ft £t5Q 
£138 DF: »4aCSF: £ti26THcast £3831 
irtKC«aa 

Ptecepofc £20108 Ous^MC £2818 


Wokingham betting 

H Fwrty CnMlNuctor 

l*frpb Hqi 

Sharrm 

VMbm Kt 51 Shekring 9w. 29-1 Aftehe RhL 
CheeB. DaAfa Action Farm uast GantnA Hi 
Mgb NJdtasrDBtateOgBl IniteH^ awaUPra- 
irtar.25-1 oBnra. 

Ladhrotar 12-1 Shatertig Sky tt-1 Rsrysbn 
VtortChMft.GanMATiiiiByCna.29-1 tec 
Tbte: 51 Stefamg 9 m tt-1 Apache Rsct Oft, 
DftfaAftraFMyCftAGsnMAttlNdSsr 
Drifts Forytton Ifaw & Wxtl RsrriK 291 aton 
Royal Hunt Cup betting 
COM ttl Itebnfti. tti ffaktertri MMiWIs 
W42D-1 Bra flared. DanBra^RTtou^reCWii 
KBnemnSlK ftftato Hamoca. Sritav9nrim 

Star kiMCft 25-1 tec 

IMtettMMiA^l For tour Eyes Ofc 
BftnrtA 20-1 Quintan HA Dwiura Gw 
arafiMamSrikkS-ltac 
led bio tar tt-i P w ten sft. tti D wn rawy & GUI 
SraA 29 Crurnon H( Shonbcft Far nr Bn 
(MKRftmenWMiHvltatSsBrir&aMrHB- 
rant 25-1 bat 

■tot* tti Patentee, tti DamasK For tar Eyes 
CHy GUISradl ftahsan 8 fltafnarttt 291 bs 


CARTMEL 

200: 1. LASER LIGHT LADY (A Dofabto) 

14- 1; 2 Sun Fairy 6-1; 2 BoBero 11-6 tec. 
11 ran. 2 8 (M Wtoing) -fata £040; Oca 
£238 020. DF: £3288 CSF: £S138 Trio: 
£12838 Mb Funky. 

230: 1. WISE ADVICE (L Wftr) 5-2 Jt 
tac 2 BMr Crabs 8-1; 2 Btroijg Dawn 
9-2. 7 ran. 5-2 Jl tev Lest Try (ftbj. 'h, tt 
(M HammonA Tbte: E3S8 £228 £278 OF; 
£1138 CSF: r^onna 

aoo: 1. WHITE DIAMOND (Mss P ftto- 
oon) 7-2; 2 Tbrapte Garth 6-1; 2 Whitby 
9-1.5rari.tt11 fevA^ 

Luanda vr 

DF: £1130. CSF: I 
Profit 

320: 1.MUTASARRSF (R Jrtroon) 7-2. 
2ChamwoodJKk5-1;2JJBaboo11- 
4tet 18 rea 7, E (J Dodds) tate: £Btt; £2A 
020, 030. DR £1428 CSF: £2186 Trio: 
aun 

4J00: 1. CYPRESS AVENUE (R Thoov 
tonj 3-1 ; 0. Distant HMs 94; 3. Docket Run 
11 -8 to* 7 m. 7, 8 fMre VVtert) tote: £420; 
£178 £148 OF: £4.18 CSF: £888 

420: 1. £3H£EN CRUSADER (R Thorra 
Ion) 9-2 2 VBprario 6-4 ter; 2 Styflsh In- 
tanral 2-1 « ran. Th, 11 {Mrs V Ward) totes 
£458 DF: B408 CSF: £7147. 

Pteospot £14338 Quadpot £3788 

NEWBURY 

840: 1. KAAIflEN (R Tfite) 5-1; 2 WHte 

15- 6 tor. 3. Democ rac y a-t 11 ran. 2 Vh. 
(B Hanbun9 Tbfse ESflQ; £168 £08 £168 
OF: £598 CSF: £1401 TMo: £QD8 

&2S: 1. TAfDOEN (K Fafcr) 5-4 tar; 2 
Dead Aka 4-1 ; 8 StenOy ttl 6 ran. 5 3’A. 
— • 1 tote £22fc £tsafzoaDfi£Ma 

F: E62B. NFt Alb AW. 
535:1.BirmiNTOp(FBlon)7-1;2Hn- 
teng Timor tt% 2 AfafTW 33-1; 4. IQw- 
Bk 6-1 16 ran. 11-2 tor Beyto. Vh ’/•. (J 
Pearcel. Ibte ESSO; £2CQ £248 £S£8 £278 
DF: £«aa CSF: £3268 Trieast: £136483. 
Trio: £33388 

RIPON 

Cftk-L CONWY LODGE (GCteta) evens 
fav: 2 Princely Dream 9-2; 2 toua Lea 
Jours 7-2 10 ran. 2 2'h. (J Beny) Tbte 
«178£ia8£l8Q£t3a.DF:£S5aCSR£5iE 
Trio: £1058 
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Lewis must think carefully before choosing future direction 


ORDINARILY, rm inclined to let 
boring, as an industry, shift for it- 
self. I have enough problems with- 
out worrying about arguments 
between promoters, the outcome of 
Don King's fraud trial or which tele- 
vision outfit holds the upper hand. 

However, I do admit to this re- 
curring dream. In ft, all disputes have 
been set aside and there is just one 
heavyweight champion. Nameless 
but undisputed. 

Many in boxing daim to share the 
dream, including Jay taHon of the 
American cable network Showtime 
which has Evander Holyfield and 
Mike Tyson under contract. 

When calling from New "%rk this 
week, Larkin’s pitch was that Lennox 
Lewis will be making a big mistake 


if he signs up with Showtime's pow- 
erful rival. Home Bar Office, for con- 
tests in the has-been league of Ray 
Mercer and James “Buster” Douglas. 

Although HBO would release 


contests against HotyfieM and TJson 
came along, Larkin sees no sense in 
the proposed alliance. “Lennox and 
his people have until 6 June to de- 
ride so there’s still plenty of time for 

them to work out the value of in- 
dependence,” he said. 

Larkin puts it this way. “If Lennox 
signs with HBO and goes on to be- 
come the undisputed champion, he 
would be obliged to defend under the 
terms of his agreement with tiw-rn 
But as a free agent he would be in 
a position to call the shots as Evart- 


der was after defeating Tyson. Fve 
asked Panos Efiades [Lewis’s main 
promoter] to think about this.” 

It is important to know where 
Larkin is coming from. As astute as 
heis amiable, he operates on behalf 
of an organisation with dose finks 
to King who cannot make Lews a 
counter offer white contesting tire 
charge that he defrauded Lloyds of 
London. 

Mating no stand for T jiririn 
one thought comes to me, It is based 
on the notion that Lews has never 
ducked anyone. Holyfield disputed 
this recently when drumming up non 
week’s mandatory defence of his 
World Boxing Association title 
against Henry AJdnwande at Madi- 
son Square Garden in New York. 



KEN JONES 


- In the absence of excitement it. 
was put to Holyfield that Lewis held 
him entirely responsible when ne- 
gotiations for a unification bout 
broke down. Holyfield answered an- 
grily, “Lewis should ask hi mself 
some questions,” Holyfield growled. 

Negotiations for a unification 


bout between Holyfield and Lewis 
fell through earlier this year when 
HBO failed to meet Hotyfield’s de- 
mand for a $20m (£122m) guaran- 
tee. HBO offered Holyfield $l6m 
plus everything over 650,000 pay-per- 
view buys. Accounting for King’s cut, 
Lewis's purse of Slim put the con- 
test out of reach. 

Holyfield blamed Lewis. “If 
Leanaxxt»llywarusfobe the undis- 
puted champion, he should do 
whatVnecessary,” lie said. “I took 
less than I wanted for my first fight 
against Tyson because l believed I 
could win and make more from a re- 
match. That’s the risk Lennox 
should be prepared to take.. Why 
should I take less money to fight him. 
I didn’t work tins hard to come down 


two levels to prove myselL 
only thing preventing Lewis from 

fighting me is that it is easier to talk 

than fight." . 

There is no way ofknowmg how 
all this will work out but it would 
be wise for Lewis to think careful- 
ly before settling on a direebon- 

Does Lewis reaDy want to be known 
as the best man out there or will ho ’ 

settle for bemg a money machine/ 
“It’s for Lennox to deride,” Larkin 
added. “His contests in the United 
States haven’t made big money 
and people wouldn't be falling over 
themselves to watch him against 
some of the opponents HBO are 
proposing.” 

Not that Holyfield on his own is 


for Showtime 

a title defence against Michael 
Moorwp3»l'>P lossesofaroand 

^Ttaon is the one sure-fire seiler 
bottereisnognamnt^Mhe^ 

return to the ring 
licence is returned in July- 
thing that is said and 

j^ffisoggestethatheBno^^: , 

^nd I think the group he w< ^' 

mg with now didn’t realise what they 

were getting into.” . 

1 have never felt it necessary in 

these matters to take one side or an- 
other. Laikin goes about hs business 
iD accordance with rough traditions 

but there may be more in bis advice 

fo Lewis than vested interest- 


The final 
own goal 
in the tale 
of Goram 


Scotland have long been used to the wild 
antics of their goalkeeper. But this week's 
revelations were enough to make even him 
walk away in disgust Phil Gordon reports 


THE only thing greater in Andy 
Goram's life than the love of a 
good time, is his love of cricket. 
So, perhaps fan Botham, one of 
his sporting heroes, is best qual- 
ified to advise Scotland's errant 
goalkeeper on what to do oexL 

Goram ’s shock departure 
from the international scene just 
14 days before the World Cup 
finals to avoid the glare of pub- 
licity that -would make even 
Botham seem like a choirboy, 
is the final stroke in an event- 
ful innings for the man who has 
represented his adopted coun- 
try with both bat and big baiL 

The Bury-bom goalkeeper 
might have realised his cher- 
ished dream of representing 
Lancashire had football not 
taken over. Indeed, one of the 
first things Rangers had to do 
after paying Hibernian £lm for 
him in 1991 was to ban him from 
playing cricket in case their 
new investment injured himself. 

In hindsight, cricket might 
have offered a safer diversion 
for Goram than the host of oth- 
er pursuits that he filled his free 
time with. Drink, gambling and 
women ate away at his ability 
and fitness, and, more crucial- 
ly, his mind. 

The 34-year-old's main rea- 
son for walking out ou Scotland 
is that he believes the stress 
from recent revelations about 
his private life has wrecked his 
mental preparations for the 
World Cup. Craig Brown, who 
tried to dissuade Goram from 
ending his 43-cap career, has 
been here before, of course. 

Three years ago, Goram sur- 
prised Scotland supporters 
when he withdrew on the eve of 
a crucial European Champion- 
ship qualifier with Greece, say- 
ing he was not “mentally 
attuned” to do tbs job. That con- 
fession prompted terrace wits to 
later taunt the Rangers goal- 
keeper with chants of “There's 
only two Andy Gonuns”. But, in- 
deed, the real one now appears 
to have stood up. 

Goram does not cut an ath- 
letic figure, but even his stocky 
frame has been fuller of late af- 
ter a season of injuries. Head- 
lines on the front page have 


replaced those on the backpage 
as the the goalkeeper’s shock 
stock rose as his professional one 
plummeted. But Goram admits 
he largely has himself to blame. 

In his autobiography, he 
hinted at my “knack of hitting 
the self-destruct button”. Two 
foiled marriages, both wives 
citing gambling and drinking 
problems, are the source of his 
downfall. His second wife, Tra- 
cy, a croupier whom he met, 
ironically, at an Edinburgh casi- 
no, served him with divorce pa- 
pers as he filed off the team bus 
one day at Ibrox seeking 
£250,000, compounding his al- 
ready perilous financial state. 

The tabloids had a field day 
when it emerged that the budd- 
ing society had repossessed his 
house, but not as much as they 
enjoyed when a series of girl- 
friends emerged in kiss-and-tell 
stories as the footloose keeper 
failed patently to keep his pri- 
vate life in shape. Yet even 
Goram’s love life seemed to be 
slipping out of the top flight. 

One of the first girls to 
“our the goalkeeper told of sex 
sessions in a plush Glasgow ho- 
tel but by last year a 17-year-old 
teenager made lurid claims 
about cavorting with Goram in 
an old caravan. A further affair 
with a former porn actress last 
July dragged hk reputation fur- 
ther into the mire. 

Through it all. Whiter Smith 
stood by Goram, but even the 
Ibrox manager’s patience wore 
thin when, in 1994, Goram went 
walkabout and missed the Scot- 
tish Cup final with Dundee 
United. Smith had allowed his 
goalkeeper to go on a family hol- 
iday to regain his fitness after an 
injury but Goram missed the 
flight back and ended up strand- 
ed in a Mediterranean resort 
without dothes or passport. Hk 
team-mates slid to a 1-0 defeat 

Smith subsequently put 
Goram on the transfer list- mi 
incident the keeper described as 
the “the most humiliating mo- 
ment of my life”. 

Goram took the message to 
heart for a while and regained 
his fitness, and the Scotland 
goalkeeping place from Jim 



Brown 

defends 

keeper’s 

decision 


Andy Goram's chequered history finally caught up with the goalkeeper who could take no more 


Photograph: AP 


Leighton in time for Euro 96 
where his inspirational presence 
underscored the meanest de- 
fence in Europe and was beat- 
en only by the genius of Alan 
Shearer and Paul Gascoigne. 

Colourful is one way of 
putting Goram's lifestyle. You 
certainly could not find a 
greater contrast to the bespec- 
tacled, family man Leighton, 
who will now wear the No 1 
jersey against Brazil on 10 June 
in the opening game of the 
World Cup finals. 

But that apparent blandness 
also makes Leighton something 
Goram, his long-time friend de- 
spite their rivalry, is not reliable. 
Mr Undependable played in 
none of Scotland’s last seven 
World Cup qualifying ties and it 


is doubtful if Brown would have 
chosen him over Leighton again 
when the big stage beckoned. 

Once Goram's club form 
won him the nod over Leighton, 
but not even Rangers want him 
now. He conceded 41 goals in bis 
36 Rangers starts this season, 
missing 16 games, and when the 
incoming manager, Dick Advo- 
caat, cast his eye over the Ibrox 
staff a few months ago, Goram’s 
was not one of the names on the 
to-be- retained lisL 

The list of would-be suitors 
contained only Crystal Palace 
and Brescia and both of those 
clubs have now lost interest fol- 
lowing their relegation from the 
Premiership and Serie A re- 
spectively. 

More importantly, Goram 


had lost his suit of invincibility 
recently. A meagre total of eight 
shut-outs for Rangers last sea- 
son did not do justice to the man 
whose performances against 
Celtic once pronged the former 
manager Tommy Bums to de- 
clare: “Put it on my tombstone: 
Andy Goram broke my heart.” 

But breaking hearts of an- 
other kind is what might haw led 
the premature obituaries being 
written now for Goram's career. 
The claim in a tabloid newspa- 
per that Goram got a former 
Celtic sales executive pregnant 
and encouraged her to have an 
abortion - and another revela- 
tion is in the pipeline -sparked 
his latest bout of troubled mind. 

“Contentment is more im- 
portant than controversy,” he 


said to Craig Brown in his res- 
ignation letter. Once Goram 
was rated the best goalkeeper 
around in one-to-one situa- 
tions, being able to psyche out 
any striker. Now he seems in- 
capable of winning the mind 
games with himself, as the ram- 
bling* ofhis letter to Brown fur- 
ther indicated, stating: “Yes, you 
have got to me. But l woa’t let 
it upset Craig’s plans." 

But upset Brown's plans be 
has. The Scotland coach said: 
“We had the best goalkeeping 
team in Europe in Andy and 
Jim and now it has been re- 
duced by half.” However, it 
may be that one, focused 
Leighton will prove better to the 
Scots' cause against Brazil than 
“two Andy Gorams”. 


By PhD Shaw 

in New York 

CRAIG BROWN last night 
defended Andy Goram’s sud- 
den withdrawal from Scotland's 
World Cup squad as “an hon- 
ourable decision" and refused 
to rule out picking him again - 
despite the troubled goalkeep- 
er’s declared retirement from 
international footbaU. 

The Scotland manager, who 
welcomed Celtic's Jonathan 
Gould to their New Jersey 
training camp as back-up to Jim 
Leighton and Neil Sullivan, 
praised Goram for his selfless- 
ness and the timing of his an- 
nouncement. 

The 34-year-old Rangers 
keeper, who is out of contract 
and may join Crystal Palace, in- 
formed Brown on Ihesday that 
he was leaving. He felt that 
tabloid allegations about his pri- 
vate life were affecting his own 
and the squad’s preparations for 
France 98, which Scotland open 
against Brazil on 10 June. 

Brown said: “If people 
think it's a dereliction of his 
country, when in fact Andy was 
trying to be fair to Scotland, 
they're wrong. This could have 
carried on past the date when 
we couldn't have brought in a 
replacement. So we have to 
give him credit for an early de- 
cision. 

“He could have stayed with 
us, gone on picking up his mon- 
ey and bonuses, and put us right 
in the soup in France. The de- 
rision he's made is an hon- 
ourable one.” 

Goram, who also withdrew 
from a squad during the qual- 
ifying for Euro 96 claiming he 
was ‘’not mentally attuned”, 
has joined Everton's Duncan 
Ferguson and Leeds’ David 
Robertson in self-imposed ex- 
ile from the national team. 
Brown, however, is neither so 
well off for specialist players nor 
churlish enough to write him off. 
“If Andy comes back to me and 
says his life is more settled, I'll 
consider him.” 

According to Brown, 
Goram's “brightness” in prac- 
tice contrasted with his untyp- 
ically downbeat demeanour off 
the pitch. Goram had been 
“bombarded” by calls from 
non-sports journalists about his 
private fife and the pressure bad 
begun to tel J. 

Brown’s assistant, the Ab- 
erdeen manager Alex Miller, 
brought the Lancashire-born 
Goram to Scotland from Old- 
ham when he was with Hi- 
bernian. Miller said: “I spoke to 


Mm privately and to me. it 
wasn't the same Andy.” 

The latest twist id the soap 
opera that has run parallel to 
Goram's career of 43 caps be- 
gan 24 hours earlier. He had 
asked to speak to Brown at 
breakfast, explaining that first 
be wanted him to read a lettea^ 

After studying its contents^ 
Brown went to Goram's room 
to find he had already packed 
to go home. ‘Andy said: 'I have 
to go.' I told him he was being 
a wee bit hasty but he was 
adamant His concern was for 
his team-mates and Scotland. 

He was very.upset at having to 
give me that letter.”. . 

Some will see tire Goram 
saga as part of Scotland's fabled 
capacity for self-destruction. 
Memories will bestirred of the 
Mo Jolmston “birds ’n’ booze” 
episode at Italia 90 ; of Wilfie 
Johnston being banished from 
Argentina in *78 after a positive 
drug test; and even of Jimmy 
Johnstone’s tired-and-emo- 
tional night at sea in a rowing 
boat before the 74 finals. 

The truth is that while 
Goram dearly has problems, 
they are of a highly personal na- ™ 

uire. The rest of the Scottish par- 
ty here are more likely to be 
found an a rowing machine in the 
hotel gym than in a rowing boat. 
Their dedication is epitomised by 
Leighton, who at nearly 40 now 
becomes the undisputed first- 
choice again. The Aberdeen 
keeper will gain his 86 th cap 
against the United States in 
Washington DC on Saturday. 

Meanwhile, the London- 
born Gould said: “I was sur- 
prised to hear I was in the squad 
in Andy’s place because I be- 
lieve someone of his ability 
should be on the World Cup 
stage. He’s taken a very brave 
deoaon and I hope it works out 
for him. But I’ve been keep ing 
fit and I’m ready for this. ” 



TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of consecutive 
Georgian football League 
and Cup doubles (1992-97) 
won by Dynamo Tbilisi Hav- 

Ing won the title again this 
year, their epest for a seventh 

nKYOCQue #2#*. 4J. 


— iraa OCUU- 

Pare? on Tuesday when a 
goal m the last minute of ex- 
tra time gave Dynamo Batu- 
mi a 2 -i win in the Cup finaL 


Bitter McCann launches attack on Dempsey Croatia lose another striker 


By Simon Buck land 

THE Celtic managing director 
Fergus McCann yesterday used 
his club's official weekly publi- 
cation to launch an astonishing 
attack on those he accuses of 
under mining him. 

Speaking in Celtic llew, Mc- 
Cann pointed the finger at 
what he termed the “PR stunts" 
from Brian Dempsey, a former 
shareholder central to moves to 
buy out McCann's holding in 
the Parkhead dub. 

McCann said: “It is now 
clear that Brian Dempsey’s 


plans to attack the m a n age m ent 
of Celtic using a barrage of crit- 
icism and PR stums is now un- 
derway. and will continue for 
several months.” McCann has 
found hims elf under intense 
pressure since the resignation of 
the dub’s manager, Wim Jan- 
sen, but he insists progress is still 
being made. 

In reply. Dempsey said: “We 
hope Mr McCann took good le- 
gal advice before penning this 
artide and that it was not writ- 
ten in a fit of petulance.” 

Manchester United are not 
prepared to sell Gary Pailister 


back to Middlesbrough until af- 
ter the World Cup. 

Bryan Robson, the Boro 
manager, has made a bid. be- 
lieved to be worth £2m, for the 
former England central de- 
fender. United are considering 
the offer, but are in do burry to 
let Pailister go. They want to 
wait and make sure Jaap Siam, 
who completes his £1 0.75m 
move to United from PSV 
Eindhoven on 1 July, comes 
through the World Cup for the 
Netherlands unscathed. 

Steve Staunton has turned 
dawn a lucrative new four-year 


contract with Aston VDla and is 
to leave the club. 

The Republic of Ireland de- 
fender will take advantage of the 
Boanan ruling to move as a free 
agent, with his former dub, 
Liverpool, Tottenham and 
Blackburn all being linked with 
possible attempts to sign hhn r 

Hie French defender Rimi 
Garde, 32, has signed a new 
one-year deal with Arsenal af- 
ter changing his mind about re- 
tiring from the game. The 
Gunners have also given a new 
one-year contract to John Lu- 
kic but have released Scott 


Marshall and Chris Kiwomya. 

The Italian international 
midfielder Roberto di Matteo 
has told Chelsea he wants to 
stay at Stamford Bridge for the 
foreseeable future - quashing 
media reports that he has been 
looking to return to Italy. 

Everton's goalkeeping coach 
Mervyn Day, the former West 
Ham No 1, is in line to replace 
Les Reed as assistant manager 
at Chariton Athletic. On Day’s 
recommendation, Everton are 
paying £40,000 for Stenhouse- 
muir’s Scotland Under-21 goal- 
keeper. Neil Alexander. 


THE Croatian striker Igor Cvi- 
lanovic has been sent borne 
from his country’s World Cup 
training squad by the coach, 
Miroslav Blazevic, after refusing 
to run a few extra training laps. 

Cvitanovic, 27, who plays for 
the Spanish side Real Sociedad 
will miss France 98 if Blazevic 
does not have a change of 
heart. However, the player 
should not hold his breath. 

Blazevic, Who is fanatical 
about discipline, said: “CVi- 
tanovic is definitely eliminated. 
Not even the President can 
save him now.” 


Cvitanovic said: “I was ex- 
hausted. It seems some can 
have the luxury of being worn 
down and I can’t”, alluding to 
Davor Suker, Zvonimir Bobaa 
and Robert Jami, who were 
spared extra laps after com- 
plaining they were still worn out 
from a hectic club season. 

Blazevic is conside ring ratling 
up a substitute for the lanky for- 
ward. His 24-man squad are still 
shaken the news that the in- 
form striker Alen Boksic will 
have to undergo knee surgery 
and is almost certain to miss next 
month's finals in France, 


Jurgen Klins mann w 
fighting for a starting r< 
Germany's team, has 
forced to miss tonight’s v 
up .match against Fmlai 
Hel sk i n ki because of a bi 
shinbone. 

Klinsmann collided wii 
defender Thomas Helme 

tra «tiog match on Thesda 
the soreness worsened Tl 
year-old team captain, wh 
been plagued by injurie 
year, was flown to Munit 
treatment However, he i 
ex P ect£ d to be ruled out ft 
World Cup. t£ 
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Kuerten stays cool and tries to keep focus on his game 


By John Roberts 

in Paris 

THERE is a tradition here for- 
sportswear manufacturers to 
utilise the entire side of a build- 
ing to promote a leading play- 
er. Jim Courier, Andre Agassi 
and Mary Pierce are among, 
those who have been featured 
in the past. This year a Brazil- 
ian dominates Porte d’Auteuil, 
a stroll away from Roland Gar- 
ros - The figure is not Gustavo 
Kuerten, the defending French 


Open champion, but Ronaldo. 

The footballer is so big that 
his left arm extends to the side 
an an adjacent btrildi^*. Whether 
he will arrive in person to watch 
his the progress of his friend 
Kuerten is open to doubL Al- 
though the Brazilian squad's 
training headquarters is only 
half an hour’s drive from Roland 
Garros, Kuenen has resisted in- 
vitations to visit them, and he 

hopes, respectfully, that the foot- 
ballers will not crowd his court. 

“I would love to see the play- 
ers, but I will not go to their 
training ground because I must 


stay focused on the tourna- 
ment," Kuerten said, “and if 1 
see them at Roland Gams 1 win 
tell them to go away and prac- 
tise, because 1 want them to win 
the World Cup." 

“Gustavo is half-joking 
about sending them away," said 
Paulo Geto, Brazil’s Davis Cup 
captain, “but he needs to con- 
centrate on his game. If he is stSI 
involved in the later stages of 
the tournament next week, he 
would like to stay on in Paris to 
see Brazil’s opening match 
[against Scotland]. But, at this 
stage, that is only supposition." 


It is. Tbday Kuerten is due 
to play his second round match 
against Marat Safin, the tall, 
powerful, 1 8-year-old Russian 
who eliminated Andre Agassi in 
five sets on lUcsday. 

Kuerten’s determination to 
do himself justice, having failed 
to win a title during the 12 
months since his spectacular tri- 
umph here, has been disguised 
by a generally relaxed attitude. 
His dealings with the French 
media during the lead-up to the 
champ ionships has earned him 
their “prix orange" award. 

The “prix citron" has been 


awarded to Marcelo Rios, the 
favourite to relieve Kuerten of 
his title, if not his Mr Nice Guy 
image. Rios has the dubious dis- 
tinction of becoming the first 
player to be voted the lemon 
three years in a row. It should 
be emphasised that these 
awards are judged on media co- 
operation, not on behaviour 
on the court. Otherwise, how 
would Mats WDander’s nam e 
appear on the roll of lemons? 

Not that Rios would be like- 
ly to worry overmuch if he re- 
ceived lemons in perpetuity as 
long as his ability to play tennis 


remained unimpaired. Yester- 
day, having escaped the worst of 
rain delays to advance to the 
third round by defeating Spain's 
Emilio Alvarez, 6-4, 6-2, 6-2, the 
Chilean ex p ressed satisfaction 
with the power in his elbow. 

“rve been much better every 
day," he said. “Always at night 
it’s a little bit sore and I have 
to have some massage and take 
some pills, but its much better 
than it was two weeks ago." 

The elbow injiny cost Rios 
his No.l position in the world 
rankings in April, and his next 
opponent, the South African 


%yne Ferreira, defeated him 
in his opening match on re- 
turning to the ATP *Ibur in 
Hamb urg three weeks ago. “3 
think this is the nice thing 
about this sport, when you get 
a rematch,” Rios said. “It’s re- 
ally to play Fern era 

ngoin and try to beat him.” 

Courier, the champion in 
1991 and 1992. was eliminated 
in the second round by Ger- 
many’s Jens Knippschild, 6-4, 
6-2, 6-3, and Australia’s Mark 
Pbflippoussts was outlasted by 
the cwh Bohdan UHhrach, 
3-6, 6-7, 7-5, 6-4, 9-7. 


Lehmann leaves 
Durham gloomy 


Cricket 


By Jon Culley 

at Headingtey 

.Yorkshire 269-5; Durham 167 
’P^orkshire win by 102 runs 

HAVING made it to the last 
eight in the last yearof the Ben- 
son and Hedges Cup, Durham’s 
chance of reaching the semi-fi- 
nals vanished in gloom and 
drizzle here yesterday. York- 


shire’s 50-over total - built 
around the Gold Award winner 
Darren Lehmann's forceful 1 19 
- might never have been wi thin 
the scope of a Dur ham side 
lacking the injured John Mor- 
ris but their captain, David 
Boon, might nonetheless won- 
der why he turned down the op- 
portunity at least to delay the 
inevitable. 

The Ihsmanian batsman, 
stQl in some discomfort after 
breaking a toe only two weeks 


Brilliant Maddy 
brushes Kent aside 


f. Mike Carey 

Leicester 


Kent 158; Leicestershire 159-2 
Leicetershtn; vwn by eight wickets 

ON A pitch that had been de- 
sigper-made for their strong 
hand of seam bowlers, Leices- 
tershire won an important toss 
and then outplayed Kent virtu 
ally from first ball to last to win 
their Benson and Hedges Cup 
quarter-final by eight wickets 
here yesterday. 

Because of the conditions, ex- 
citement was in pretty short sup- 
ply for much of the day, that is 
until Darien Maddy, with an un- 
beaten 93 from 129 baBs, and Phil 
Simmons took their side home 

with 12 overs to spare with some 
powerful and exotic strokes. , 

■Madefy was brilliant, in his 
footwork, technique and, more 
Soften than not, stroke execution, 
although be' needed some luck 
on tins pitch. At just 24 he is dear- 
ly a high dass performer. 

For poor Kent it was a cau- 
tionary day indeed, but there 
wril be those north and south of 
the Medway who may query the 
tos being so influential in a 
game of this nature. ' . 

Kent, though, will look back 
and feel then approach against 
the seaming, ixmndng ball left 
soqjetMng to be desired, hot least 
in Their decision to send in 
Matthew Fleming in the fifth 


Cricket scoreboard 


over to try one of his bravura 
knocks better suited to fiat pitch- 
es after Hevor Ward had gone. 
Unsurprisingly it was not long be- 
fore he was caught off a skier. 

By then Robert Key had also 
gone, superbly caught one hand- 
ed by Ben Smith off a more au- 
thentic stroke, and when Alan 
WeDs was leg before to a ball of 
full length there no way back 
from 32 for 4 in these conditions. 

Alan Mu 11 ally, moving the 
bail around from over and 
round the wicket, and James 
Ormond induced regular play- 
ing and missing; even Carl 
Hopper could not always locate 
the middle of the bat and remed 
himself in to make 60 from 102 
balls before he was last out 

Simmons’ accurate medium 
pace was no less easy to cope 
with, and there was a him of 
panic even in the dismissals of 
Mark Ealham and Graham 
Cowdrey. Without 55 extras, the 
second time this season Leices- 
tershire have established a 
record for the competition, 
where would Kent have been? 

Hie rest belonged to Maddy. 
He began by square-cutting Ben 
Phillips for six and ended by hit- 
ting trim back over his head for 
three successive fours. At 28, it 
was Phillips'bick to miss him in 
the gufiyoff Fleming, hi the same 
over, Maddy lifted Fleming out 
of the ground and Kent’s hearts 
must have sunk even more. 


ago, was offered the chance to 
retreat to the dressing-rooms as 
what had been a sunny sky dis- 
appeared behind a blanket of 
grey. Durham at the time were 
61 for 2 and the light was nev- 
er to improve noticeably. 

The decision to stay on did 
not look at all clever when his 
own departure precipitated a 
collapse in which the last sev- 
en Durham wickets fell for 79 
in 15 overs on the pitch used for 
last Sunday’s Ifexaco Thophy 
match. Simon Brown could not 
bat because of a knee injury that 
may need surgery. 

Yorkshire's total concealed 
a horrendous start in which 
they lost two wickets for two 
runs in the opening two overs 
after Boon had put them in. 
Melvyn Betts delivered the 
first blow, inducing Alex Mc- 
Grath to give a catch to Boon 
himself at first slip. Then 
Brown, playing his first com- 
petitive cricket of the season, 
bad the Yorkshire skipper, 
David Byas, caught behind. 

Brown later had to be 
helped from the field in pain but 
not before he had bowled his 10 
overs unchanged for only 28 
runs. Although Lehmann hit 
him for three fours in one over, 
he was the only Durham bowler 
T ehm'affh Ymrt Michael \feugh- 

ship’^thM 

beginnings to establish a coun- 
ty competition record for the 
third wicket 

The Australian survived one 
sharp chance to point when be 
was on 36 but that was the only 
opportunity offered to the vis- 
iting side before Vkughan, in an 
attempted sweep, became the 
first of two victims for the for- 
mer Sussex off-spinner Nicky 
Phillips. The duo added 184 in 
39 overs. .. 

Lehmann, who cleverly 
picked the gaps in the field and 
hit the ball with increasing pow- 
er as his confidence grew, 
readied 119 off 133 deliveries, 
hitting 13 fours before a brilliant 
catch behind the wicket denied 
him any more. For good mea- 
sure. he took the last two 
Durham wickets to boot 



Lancashire^ John Crawley keeps out Ben HolfiaaJee against Surrey at The Oval yes te r da y 


Photograph: Darid Ashdown 


Robinson’s form is Lancashire fall away 
no match for Fraser after Atherton goes 


Beosonand Hed ges Cup 
Quarter-finals . . 

One tty • ■' ' ; 1 _ 

Leicestershire v K£nt ‘ -V:. 
imCgBIEFfctelce rt ef s Mre won try eight 
wtcfcoCfc 

LefcateaMs. won toss * : 

KENT s - ' /. 

T R Vitale Law ta MUdy - — — 1 

R WTKMrBSrrttrbOnnond -™. 4 

M V Fferahg o Mon b Ormond •_*. TJ 

CL Hooper o Maddy bSmmona 60 

APWBfctM.bOmund ..... — _ — ,„o 

M A Edam c Brinson b Shirans -.21 

G R CaMkey cLawtabSkrapons -.-5 

A Mftnti c and b Sharons - 0 

8 J PMps b Simmons : - 0 

D W Hoadey a MMh b MUMy 1 

AP*83«^wirittour .-0 

Extra £5 b6 w» rfj2C(_ - 5S 

Tblri Mil ttwtifcLgs: ——158 

»» 3-304-32 5-ffi e-tat 7-131 
S-T$ r 9-W. 

Bowtaff toteNI tM-fiM; tMtea07-OS1- 

3; WWa XM-skft.Laaifc!*©.*©; Skn- 
mens 31-5 -33-5: DtMi 3-0-4-Q 
LEICESTERSHIRE 

□ L Maddy notout — «« 

•PVSmmonsnoiout 

Extra FbP vrtTtin ~ - . : n 

IBBSSlBttSg&gNgi 


7-0-23-0; Igglesaan B-O- 


G O Lloyd c Stewart b S&Mxj 
Wb Atoan c BJtefloate b 


i 

atobuy JJ 


MUkflesexy -Essex 

ujrk. ; 

MBtJbsoe won boss- -r « 


WKHegg c Stewart bAJHnfcata .—8 

' fD Austin cRatdWabSaSain 6 

- GVsbs cRatdfbb SaqUri. 7 

Q Owfjpto c 0af*XT*i b Sa^Mn — 0 

PJMantorotouF — * — 0 

Extra (to5 we nfcflj --J3 

' Tbcal (4SL4ovsrrt. — ■ ■ — -Jp* 

■ FatL >06 .2-148 3-164 4-157 5-167 7- 

- 1858-203 Moa . ^ 

Bowtkia: ackraU<M-25-2 Baotan*) 0-1- 
43-0; AncSMs 7-0-35-1 ;SaqWn 84-0-46- 
4; Satotxiy 104W4-2: B HoHoabe 30-150, 
SURREY - : 

AD Brown QOt oot — 0 

tA J Stewart not out . 0 

Bdrma (*a __ — i — -2 

■oakB. M A BufcOet; J DRaeeina M P ScK- 
haB, I D K Sefebuy Sac^ki Musmaq, J E 
Bentamh' 

UMplm: D R Shaphard aid A G T Whfto- 
head. 

Yorkshire ;v Durham 
HEADMGfY; Ybital*Vwon by 102 runs. 
EXurfwn won teas . 

YORKSHIRE 

A McGrath o Boon b Bata -^0 

J4PVbutfianbPMt» 70 

•OByaac SpoWit b Brown 0 

DSLahmanr eBpaknii Bans UB 

C White at Speight b Ptiaps .13 

BPadEwnotout * 

tfl J fitaMey not out 28 

Bdrafjl ; -23 

Total (for S, SO ow») ~26B 

Fall: 1-0 323-S6 4 ■» 6-22S 


SOUTH AFRICA 

A M B8diar b ncterdaon 15 

G F J Uaberbarg c Dean b Thomas — V 

0 J Cuanon b FWdng 28 

BMMcMianc Potter b Oates 70 

1MV Boucher cWtedb Patter .1 

J H Kofis tew b ReheniMn 55 

•WJCronjebThamaa 58 

S Bwortfy not out —12 

P R Adams not out 3 

Edra (t« W7 roe) 19 

lbtal (tor 7, 50 oters) 283 

Fa8: 1-302-41 3-Ttl 4-H4 5-170 6256 7-278. 
DM not bat M Ntte M Hwwani 
BowSon: Thomas «-1-74« rectwrteon 10- 


By Derek Pringle 

at Lord’s 

WITH its new hover cover and 
a half-constructed futuristic 
jnedia centre, that looks like a 
ielly^Off the "Smash advert, 
Lortfjpwas awash with tech- 
* nolo©'. UnfortUiGiely it could 
not prevent heavy overnight 
rain from delaying the start, a 
situation that was always going 
to prove tricky to the team 
batting first, in this care Essex. 

On a pitch with some spice 
in it, the visitors lost Darren 
Robinson to the fifth ball of the 
match. Robinson has been in 
fine fonn this season, with thee 
me-day hundreds. Yet foam, for 
all the comfort it can bring, was 
no insurance against the beau- 
ty Middlesex’s Angus Fraser 
produced to find the edge and 
- have him caught behind. 

Nasser Hussain, Essex’s act- 
ing n i ptain in plaice of the in- 
jured Paul Prichard, followed 
next, though not before he had 
eased .Rarer for a couple of off- 
side boundaries. Lazily, flicking 
Fraser off his legs, he was 


Sporting Digest 


Athletics 

The South African ayirpfc champion 

Josfe Thugv«n 0 wtt not tat© part In 
the marathon at (he Commonwealth 
Games in ttiata Uxnpir in Septambec 
Cologne* annua! Grand Prtx meeting 
wi not tekeplace this year because ot 
finendaJdtf&tjfflaaTTiB moo digwtm^ 
was the setting far two world records 
last year was sdieciied for 31 Jtiy. 
Baseball 


caught by Mqgk Ramprakash at 
square leg. 

Uro overs latter and 40 yards 
deeper, the Middlesex captain 
dropped Robert RoUins on one 
as Essex played the pinch-bating 
card. Yet crazy as the ploy ap- 
' peared on 'a seaming pitch, 
Rollins' meaty blows added 55 
with Stuart Law before he was 
taken at dwrt extra cover by Kei- 
th Dutch. 

Middlesex have not ap- 
peared inaB&H Cup semi-fi- 
nal for 12 years and their 
chances of doing so soared 
with the dismissal of the dan- 
gerous Law, ax runs later for 40. 
The Australian well caught by 
his fellow countryman, Justin 
Langer, in the gully. 

At 100 for 4, Essex badly 
needed a partnership. Instead 
they lost both Ronnie Irani and 
Paul Grayson, their last bas- 
tionsofexperienceinquicksuo- 
cessoo. Butalfinugh fiat did not 
prevent the latter order led by 
Stephen Peters from adding 
runs, it wiD need a penetrative 
peifoonance by their bewkas to- 
day fee Esses to proceed further. 


Cotomba Sri Larfcafe Test debutant, 
the achodboy Nroetan EkandaraStekte 
took Matt Hamah vricket it Kb first ovbc 


Cycling 



tnfc AT CMan WQ HtT U Su*v. 
■frogjUBjet JLl^ORflCS ftownl *v 

g Rwnprakaah O J C PootoT K P 


Fan: 1-0 32 3:« 4-» 6-22ft 
Did natbaC D Goooh. G M HamBoo, C E 
WSAwwood, P MHioeMaon 
Bowing: BMs n&4+2: Brawn M*i; 
Wbods-i-ean; Rteorwrat-o; PMk» ■»- 
047-2; Coingtiiood 3-0-29-0. 

DURHAM 

J J B Uswte c WMts b'SWerwood 12 

S Hutton e Bfetey b HamRon — 38 

N J SMokcVVMsb HuKMaon 14 

•DCBooncGcitetbHaralion — — -14 
p D CaBngwood camwood 

btatmam 38 

tM P aptes tt bwbQough 11 

M J Fsoterb.Vbughan 2 

H CPUkteUGatfL-.-: O 

MM Belte oUmteVUMin — 0 

SJE BrownMjterT -JO 

J Wbod notouc — « 

Extra (bio *2 nbq 14 

Md (38 "■■■ I • ■ ■ ■ ip 

Fate 1-« »47»68 4B1 5-tS 6-H2 7-137 
6-1388-167 


■ BWXga ge ; JLLaigac4KR aowtA «M 5-1388-167' ' 

K p BaMtag; Sfcwwood 64 > 23 -i: Goutfi » 0 - 
N VlfaBtex ftLdptnvon. Jp he- Hutchison 4 - 1 - 6 - 1 ; Wife 6 - 1 - 3 KK 




StriTvy y Utncashlre - 
TMteML- 

I INQUIHI. 

M A'Ww iaibw hsidmaf ' 

a C flsk*to b BUnel 

« » ratfaharruniml r1 .._. . 


HamSton 6-1-17-2; Vaugtan 4024-1;. 
Letmam 4-0-27-2. 

Ih^ilra: J H Hnnto and M J Hanla. ■ 
Tour Match : 

[Ontday 

ffinor Counties y South Africa 

STOtfe South Atrial won by 84 run*. 
MSnar Couiida*. won IMS 


2-482; Oates 100-44-1; ReUhg XKVfiO- 
1; Rotter 16M0-1 
WNORCOUNTES 

. L Potter tew b Hayward C 

S J Dean c Boucher b Hayward — ® 

N R GByvreod c Bouberb PAW 26 

DM Vltad bwb Hayward 0 

*1 Cockbnn c Uebenbwg b Elworthy -16 

R G Hgnatt b Swarthy 2) 

1M 1 Humphries b ftt* 39 

J M FMdng s( Bouchsr b Adams — 1 

S Oates b Hsywan) 6 

p A Thomas tow b Hayward -0 

ARtehardsonnotout -8 

Extra (t>8 w7 nb34) 48 

TWte (43J CWtea) 1W 

Fo& ftBZ-48 546 4-75 5-194 6-GO 7-133 
6-K99-14& 

BowMm: Bworthy 50552; Hs/wanJ 5 
1-36 oTn *1 75-1-23-2; McMten 50260; 
Adams C-0-45-T; Saafer 20-720. 
Umpftws: C S Ks«y and M P Moran, 

First Test 

fkstday 

Sri Lanka v New Zealand 
COLMBO: New ZMand an 282 for 7 hi 
tfwir first bwlngs agstaat Srf Itetea. 
Nm Zanlbnrf won toss . 

HEW ZEALAND - FW brings 
B A Ttoung c KahiwWwana 

b MnBharan; 30 

M J Homo b Bwie to te te te--.—. .15 

«S P Rniten c Jwosunya b Kskags—78 
N J Astte c JwBMwderm b Katwgs — 3D 

C P McMian few b MuraBharan 0 

tA C Raraw not out - -67 

C L Cakns e Bsncten b lAnBhamn W 

C2 Hards Bw b WUmmasingh* B 

D LVottori not out ; — ■ .2 

Extra (b6 wi nbBJ IS 

Udaf (far7| 282 

Mb 1-252-873-141 4-141 5-B8fr2297-2SB 

bbgtPJWtemnSBDal 

Bcwtegftodtea^W M crem aa bghaaoaP- 


1 nw); JaKBWBraw 30-00; BanOeni- 
n^ete 236-50-1; M u raMnian 34-7-67-3 


. iBw70aklsnd 

2; BaHmore 8 Sstete 3; Itanlo 5 Boston 2; 
Ctevetand 9 DstaS Z New Ibrfc ^Mosss 7 
Qfeago White Sac & 

HAHOHALLEAOUE; Sen Ranaaco SOx*v 
iteteNwi-ibrtclid>Y>FMte6;MMB9l*x>- 
trool 3; Houaon 19 Los Angetes 2; IMwaies 


anODTTALIABMndiarasaiatou.Mao- 
aratetoSWi Itetao): 1 ANDSpO Asteftr terti 
zone; 2 U Pantart (b Mwcs&a Lho +7asc: 
3 P Tonhw (Aji) Itepd +tl; 4 D FtebsBn (B) 
PettS I Gotti m Sbbco; 6 U Band ® Aales; 
7 A ZDta JSuritj rssdna: 3 L Lablanc (HI Pete; 
9LAxK(R}TVM;10GGtartnr 

Wna-OwonA |i la r tnga r iaaa 

2BBrto#+Snc;3Le«anc+60t4fta«f+5r; 
6W«tf +3Z 8 Mcsl +103;7Gcsa +1JJ4; B 
FMBD sams fme 9 Ztew +1 re 10 GuwH +1 A 


By Henry Blofeld 

at The Ova! 

IN AN extraordinary collapse 
on a pitch which held no dev- 
ils, Lancashire subsided from 
164 for 2 to 203 all out in 13 
overs. Saqlain Musbtaq ended 
the innings with a hat-trick, re- 
moving Gary Yates, Ian Austin 
and Glenn Chappie with the 
second, third and fourth balls of 
the 50th over. 

Only half a day’s cricket was 
possible but there was enough 
entertainment to satisfy the 
most demanding customer. At 
first.it looked as if a snperb in- 
nings by Mike Atherton, at his 
very best, was going to send 
Lancashire to a formidable to- 
taL Then, four wickets fell in 
21 balls for four runs. This col- 
lapse was preceded by an un- 
fortunate and unhappy 
incident. In the 37th over 
Atherton half drove Martin 
Bicknell and the bowler got 
both hands to the catch low to 
his left. After some juggling 
Bicknell dropped the catch, 
quickly caught the ball again af- 


nme Hal) Bi 75; J Itort* (WWton 
31 78; C Morion (Brontxrourt) 77 79 
Nader (Wxxtenw Hal) 

....... {UaBf Mi) 8077) LSkrxxC.. ... 

79 78; K Stepptos (Royal Qnque Pcrte) 

138 C Ltemmbe (Ctanoaotef) 83 75 1SB J 
Lamb Mteot YBtt) 82 77* C Wtaon peck- 


79 83 <60 S Heath (Wfcxd) ^nKKEwra 
(Moor Pte«4 81 79; C flteon (OrnaWrk) 78 81 

Hockey 

MBT8 WORLD CUP (UTRECHT) Group B: 
Poktaten 3 Poland 1;G|rai 3 MMayaii dTaus- 
«*i 3 England 0 atandlm after 4 reunite: 
1 AiBtrafe tens; 2 Spain fc 3 Poktotan 9: 4 
ftglard 3; 5PaMnd ijg Mahywa 1 
WOMEN'S WORLD CUP (IftrecM) Group A: 
Chlna0USA4Oraw>B:Naw 'B atea nd 2Bf>B- 
Mnd1;MeSKbrea4 


Equestrianism 


T1€ SUFFOLK SHOW ftiowteh): Drtr otSoo*- 
land &ond Pitt (teco mm ite i at WQrtd Cham- 


ter it had bounced and then 
claimed the wicket. 

Alan Whitehead called in 
the third umpire to adjudicate 
and the replay showed clearly 
that the ball hadiounced. Ifeo 
balk later, Atherton was Ibw try- 
ing to play Bicknell off his legs, 
a trifle testily maybe, after 
reaching 93 in 109 balls. 

In the next aver. Ian Salis- 
bury hit Graham Lloyd on the 
pad and Nefl Eairbrother start- 
ing for his single, was sent back 
and thrown out by Alex Stew- 
art. Latex in the over Lloyd was 
caught behind off a sharply 
turning leg break and in Salis- 
bury’s next over Wasim Akram 
swept to deep square leg. 

Earlier, Atherton’s batting 
had been a delight It has been 
a long time since one has seen 
him play with quite this au- 
thority. He was never in doubt 
and played some lovely strokes 
on t»th sides of the wkicet in- 
cluding one rippling leg glance. 
He and John Cawley added 122 
in 24 overs for the second wick- 
et and, unusually, Atherton 
looked half a class the better. 


SwenscRptafii Dion OQimeagdn for 
Itieir South African tour mMch against 
Boiand <7i Saturday. 

IRBANDc OSn, •fcpphg. Bo* McCM Hc»* 
B*004lteQixia«itofclSbtt0OiinQ0- 
goh. FiJchar. Jotm Cktessy; CW« Codlgan. 

Sailing 

SPA OLTHPIC CLASSa REGATTA (Madam- 
MMtettl MdK 1 U DazMafflaQ Ipt; -1 
ALBox (BW i ; 3 J WlKteor (AU) aOttiarQB: 




Basketball 

Darby dt the Budwsteer League wfl 

hold a beoaffi ma terial the Storm Carr- 
tre on 13 JUna n honour ct Stuart 
StAxnon, thrtr 28^ear-o*d guard who 
mbs kfled in acar crash last weekBnd. 

woMBis wonn championshb> (b«*b) 

FWr0oadbGre^>A:SpakiMAigartkte46; 
Fteaia7I]Ow«52Gra(B)B:Ltfurta82Ssn»- 
ate S3: Urtod Sides 96 Japan 88 GraupC: 
AttetreCa 82 Cube B& GmriSny 89 Conpa 37. 
Qoup D: StawNa SO Hungary 44; Brad 75 
Snali Kona 6a 

Bowls 

THOMAS TAYLOR LADES TOURNAMENT 
(Wteq rl na. BtecApoote ThM-ropn d : P OiaO- 
donon Otecbdtete MBWaaMna 21-13; J 
Jones ffiuoran t* B Hobday puxeary Zi-'S; J 
• !*B Pteteraor PocMte^2l- 
t*0Gr8*l(A8wr- 
x) t* P McGdrie 

fwnaoaaonv 31-00: COWen (Dcna' 

C rnnitey (FtefflOBCMcn g 21-17; u ( 

(Write) btHJantea frimnod] 21-16 

Boodng 

FficKe WoodhaD, ffie WMd Baxftig 
Counts ajpeHokkflewigm champf 
on. «s set to defend htettflattisBSun- 
mer against the ttafian Vtncenzo 


VRghor) data, 4aMoec; 2 
non (J Wtete) dooc 5138; 3 AbtraMDiein 
(D Lampaul) doet5EB< Daloltte andlbacfaa 
SdBoOc Stater 1 Virtua I VSoga Rand U 

witeam; 2 


ijwjf; Ice hockey 


3 Otear OBr 12 N Dsrnpny 12; 23 h Gteti 2S 
25 Q More 25. Lasar Qomk 1 J Ante (Bn 
IpC =1 P Oontaon (08) 1 ; wi N*— 1 

t OSiarQBE31 M Barron n * 


t i ii »■ ■ ij . - ii i 
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Football 

The Manchester United winger Ben 
Thomtey has agreed a th r oo yon r con- 
trectwrth HudaenGeU 'fown. 

John Dumki, Ihe Portsmouth striker, 
has signed a new two-yBar contract 
worth an estimated £200000 as re- 
ward for scaring the goab which leapt 
Aian Bains side In the First Division. 
Stewart Mfrie, Aberdeen's executive 
vtee-ct airm an , is to reptaca Ian Don- 
ald as chairm an . Donald reverts to 
vice-chairman. 

Port Vale midfielder Andy Porter 
jciied Wigan yestenday after 11 years 
with the retteries ciO. 

KWG HASSAN II HTBWOKMM. CUP 
England {0} .1 Morocco W— 0 

Owen 59 BOflOO 

& MMaomsd VstaOun. Casablanca) 
INTERNATIONAL HDEMDUE3: Stout: Booth 


NHL PLAVOFF Ftater W totem Corrtor- 
onor Dates 3 DoMk t (Boat otaoum aariaa 

MMMJ. 

Pools dividends 
UmawoODS Trabla otnnoK 20ate 
£325420 18 MSS Aw AftfcnefeonM. Itelf- 


CopazandM 

rwar and BI ..... 

Krabte fG«) 2 Otter GB: 31 N (togan and J 
OartetH SI D Gtetedi and S 
0 Sonot and M Hogan 32. 


Martina Hingis and Venus 
Williams, who are seeded to 
meet in the women’s quarter- 
finals, advanced to the third 
round unhindered. It has been 
argued that a case for equal 
prize-money with the men 
might be made from the quar- 
ter-finals onward. Yesterday 
was “children’s day” at Roland 
Garros and child’s play for the 
two 17 -year-olds. Hingis de- 
feated Germany’s MeSte Babel, 

6-1, 6-2, and Williams swept 
past Ai Sugfyama, of Japan, 
6-0, 6-2, winning the first eight 
games. 

Fine and 
ban for 
Gregory 


Rugby League 


By Dove Hadfield 

THE Salford coach Andy Gre- 
gory, has been fined and 
banned from the touchline for 
the remainder of the season for 
abusing match officials. 

The former Great Britain in- 
ternational pleaded guilty in 
Leeds yesterday to two charges 
of foul and abusive language, 
one relating to the game against 
Huddersfield on the 10th May 
and the other for remarks 
aimed at the referee Steve Gan- 
son during the game against 
Sheffield 11 days ago. 

A sub-committee of the 
league’s board of directors in- 
voked a suspended fine of 
£1,000 imposed for criticising a 
referee last season and fined 
him a further £1,500, suspend- 
ed for a year. 

Gregory dampened specu- 
lation that the decision might 
make him resign from his job at 
The WiQows. 

Til pay the fine grudgingly 
but TYe no argument with Sal- 
ford and I never said 1 would 
quit,” he said. 

Gregory will be without one 
squad member for some time, 
Mark Lee being found to have 
a broken jaw. 

Meanwhile, Dave Harrison, 
the HuDKR coach, has been se- 
verely reprimanded after re- 
marks about the referee, 
Ronnie Laughton, which in- 
cluded calling him “a down”. 

Wigan are showing interest 
in Western Samoa union winger, 
Brian I ima, and Australian util- 
ity player, Greg FJorimo. 

The London Broncos wifl be 
without five players including 
Martin Offiah for tomorrow’s 
match at Bradford, but Offiah 
has been cleared of any broken 
bones in his ankle. 

TTie first domestic competi- 
tion in . Scotland is being 
launched today, with eight 
teams playing in two conferences 
and then play-offs, leading to a 
grand final in August 

Bradford have launched Bull 
’fog, a version of touch rugby, 
that they plan to use as a par- 
ticipation sport in their com- 
munity programme. 


Speedway 

DUDfinDUAL TROPHY (St Austeffl: 1 M 
amxsncteJEwtef); 2 S BhhopJSt AusW); 
3 R Lobb (ExBtott 4 w Barren (St Austen. 

Tennis 

Lucie AN, Louise Latimer and Aman- 
da Janas have al beer awarded wid 
cards into hie lades' ChaBangertour- 
namant at Surbiton next week. 

FRENCH OPEN (State Rotaod Garros, 

Pa ha): Mo nte state* J *- " 

WCS 'tMM bt E Awob 

COSTA (Spj tA M K GoeOnar (GeO B-4636- 
1; W teiSi (SM ix M Norman (Stee) 6-4 6- 
4 64j J VMi Her* (Bril bt J Mas (Spj M 7-6 



6$ BLMtach 
346-77-5 64 8-7; 
Couter 


SH LANKA: “A Rantfwga, STteyautp, 
MSWroattu.DRMJayaa nnfcnu. PAde' 
SFfiLtHSKsliuritharana l RSK(d[reae.G 
P Wiaitea^ CM a «teaMg Jtev 
raftharan. M tentera. 

Starting today 

AON TROPHY {on* te* llXfc Unnatan: 
L agj B h te v IXttem. 


BBy Hardy has been forced to pia out 
of his 9 Jta» defence against Paul In- 
0e after damaging his right hand in 
training. 

MgkWncewi defend hbiten e ttnal 
Boring Federation hiteFConfinental 
UitheafyweUttlitte against DehoBfc 
i&my Whack n Brtetofon Saturday 

Cricket 

NewZeatoicfccaptefi.StohenFteT]- 
ing. and Adam ftoore Wfftes to gdde 
tier side to 282 for 7 on Ihe first day 
of that fist Test ^akret Sri Lanka to 


EUROPEAN IMDBMl CHAMPIONSHIP 
(BucfteratJ: Play ufl» tor ptec*a 5-8: Swo- 
dan 2 (Mate«g% Barto GQrtteta Q 
SLOVBOAN CUP Rnal M teg: Ajdrmdna 
2 flpraca Ludc Xj W ai yi 1 (Fovtavfc 78). 

Golf 

ENGLISH LAKES AMATEUR CHAMPt- 
ONSHIP (MMtei Hotel. Swreri Mconrlrpte- 
Vyto^ rand: 144 E Raateto ' — 




IwnaftiBASO 
Mm hotaw ratsaa Sh teoaya C8XL 
VBtNONSIVabla ctanoK 20ptaEV»2raa 16 
£200 (bt o i &M i i tM anty). 

ZETTEHS irate cteOOK 20pt» £20076 13 
&04a8teaMoq«£3nNbwteraa>£n2aF» 
rkMEUBO Ladv Dtertiare: n 32 2BB3B2L 

Rugby League 

Martin Hal.CBStiefQrd'naBr^hook- 
ei; has left the ctob stierlsmg to apee 
new terms folowtog Ns arrival last 
month on a short term contract Hal 
had previously been released by 
Wigan Warriors. 

Rugby Union 

The New Zbatend fV-hatf Slnon Man- 
nix has left Sate to join Prenteer sH p rf- 
vate Gloucester Manrfe has not played 
lor Sate since February due !□ a de- 
pute with the dutte managemerrt. 
The former England fiv-half Lea Cus- 
worlh has been appohtad manegtog 
(Srecior a Worcester RFCTradhgLJa 
IrMand wd cap the former Springbok 


Today’s fixtures 








antra 

77. 153 K 

Hxfcon (Whsate*) 7B7Z m n r.— -n 
rate nuM 75 155 N Lawranwi (taorr*>- 

steri 79 76: C Court ( O ooteoorfl 78 77; K 
Knxtes (Worpteadm) 7778. 1588 Cowriey 





Speedway 

ELITE LEAGUE: ^miich v Oxford (73Q; 
SwMon v Coventry (730J. 

POIER LEAGUE CUP: Shetfield v Stoi® 
(M % 

Other sports 

GOLREfrtSiLadetf AmateirChainrion- 
ahp (at HUM Heatft Sumy). 


TOUCHLINE 

A better deal at your fingertips 

0800 207 800 


S.OOam-S.OOpm IVJon-Fri, 9.00am-2.00pm Sat 


Not available in Northern Ireland, 
the Chanad Islands or the Isle of Man. 
Touchline records telephone m Uk 
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History beckons a filly taking on the big 


By Richard Edmondson 


THE flying flliy Cape Verdi is 
to take on history and the colts 
in the greatest test of them all, 
the Derby, at Epsom a week oq 
S aturday. The 1,000 Guineas 
winner will attempt to become 
die first of her sex to capture the 
Classic since Fifinella in 1916. 

Cape Verdi, who was ex- 
pected to run in - and easily win 
-the Classic restricted to fillies, 
the Oaks, which has prize-mon- 


ey of £200,000, will be put in the 
Derby at Saturday’s ^peda] sup- 
plementary entry stage seven 
days before the race. It will cost 
her owners, Godolphm,£75$QG 
to enter her for the Derby; which 
carries prize-money of £500000. 
Cape Verdi will have to finish at 
least fourth to recoup the outlay. 

Cape Verdi’s inclusion sets' 
up an intriguing contest be- 
tween Godolphin and their 
great rivals, the Irish team 
spearheaded by the Ballydoyle 
trainer, Aidan O’Brien. The 
green team expect to have the 


2,000 Guineas winner. King Of 
Kings, an 22-2 chance with 
William H21, in the Derby, and 
may also be represented by 
Second Empire (7-4 with a 
run). 

Cape Verdi herself is a 9-4 
shot, which will not appear 
dreadful value to those who 
watched her work thriUingty 
on the Newmarket gallops on 
Tuesday. “It’s going to be a very 
difficult race for her but she’s 
in tremendous form right now," 
Simon Crisfoid, the Godolphin 
racing manager, said y ester- 


Owen record 


strike lights 


up England 


| Football | 

By Glenn Moore 


in Casablanca 


Morocco 

0 

England 

1 


HAVING been jeered by their 
own supporters on Saturday, 
England were cheered off by 
those of tbeir opponents last 
night as they gained an ulti- 
mately comfortable victory. The 
result caused uproar here with 
the borne side being whistled off 
the pitch under a hail of bottles 
as bonfires were lit on the ter- 
racing. In the England dressing- 
room though, the only warmth 
was a glow of satisfaction. 

It was not, in truth, a distin- 
guished or even accomplished 
performance but, after a dismal 
first half, England notably im- 
proved, winning throu^] a 58th- 
roinute goal by Michael Owen. 
It made him the youngest 
goalscorer for England this 
century. 

England’s day bad started 
well with Paul Ince declared fit 
to captain the side after shak- 
ing off his ankle injury. He led 
a side showing nine changes 
from the one which drew with 
Saudi Arabia on Saturday. The 
survivors were Gareth South- 
gate, now at centre-half, and 
Darren Anderton, who was giv- 
en a second start on the right 
flank. Paul Gascoigne and Steve 
McManaman were given play- 


making responsibilities inside 
him with Ince in the holding 
role. In attack, Ian "Wright made 
his first start since Rome as he 
formed a new pairing with Dion 
Dublin. 

The partnership was not to 
manage a shot in anger. After 
10 minutes, Wright went down 
in the box holding his left leg 
and, after 26, gave up the strug- 
gle with injury. The problem ap- 
peared to be the same calf 
which troubled him towards 
the end of the domestic season. 

Wright was still making his 
way to the dressing-room, with 
his leg heavily strapped, when 
England looked as if they had 
lost another striker. Owen, 
chasing a long ball, clattered 
into the Moroccan goalkeeper, 
Driss BenzekrL He lay stOl for 
several minutes as the England 
medical staff and a concerned 
Glenn Hoddlc gathered around 
him. Fortunately, he was soon 
able to resume play. 

There had been little such 
drama in the football. Morocco, 
roared on by a capacity crowd 
in the Mohammed V Stadium, 
had signalled their ambitions 
with a rising shot from right- 
back Abdeliiah Saber in the sec- 
ond minute and it was soon 
evident that they were a com- 
petent and composed side. 

This was partly due to the 
contrast between their mas- 
tery of the ball and pitch com- 
pared to England’s. Having 
been sporadically sloppy 
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4 Shame about East German 
ruler’s children (9) 

5 Article abont Italian eccelsi- 
astical duty (5) 

structunTin hospita^^ti) 


ACROSS 

1 Concession will accommo- 
date demand for shellfish 


sheet - 


just a rag, realty (7) 25 

9 Deep craft? (1-4) 

10 Gloomy South American 
bridge player about to re- 26 
tire(9) 

11 Curse and swear as sheep 27 
and lamb stray? (9) 

12 Sirin decoration used by 28 
women when navel’s re- 
vealed? 

13 Earl and taught taking page 

aroond dark wood (5) 1 

15 Tfense. exhibiting a number 

OfSufe?W 2 

18 ssftisssssBr 

la tor (5) 


Endless worry about com- 
mander's concentration? 

Pub snack, for instance, 
good after a drink? (6,3) 
“Chewing carrion without a 
bint of veg” a definition of 
these? (9) 

Asked about student's 
knife (5) 

Waterproof paints and ink, 
specially treated (7) 

Prince’s unusual role 
around eastern court (7) 


7 Head's judgement not very 
good (5) 

8 Shape that’s constant when 
controlled by calorie al- 
lowance? (3-4) 

14 Over two seconds to get 
three feet? That's standard 

(?) . . 

16 Squire conceals crane m 
clergyman's home (9) 

17 Ebullient Texan unwisely ac- 
cepts dede money with little 
hesitation (9) 

18 Whether right or not, fed-ur 
player’s last to be dismissed 

20 Plant listening device in 
Paddington, source of great 
annoyance (7) 

22 Ultimately, scientific exami- 
nation identifies marine or- 


DOWN 


in shadowy blue? (7) 
Putting loam on ground in 
Australia's seen as irregular 

Respite for junior officer, 
at Oxford to assimilate 
English (3-2) 


23 uld jokes introduced by son j 
producing derision (5) 

24 Conservative dever enough 
to get the message (5) 
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day. “If she can get to the races 
in the same condition that she 
is in now and the ground is in 
her favour then she goes there 
with a tremendous chance.” 

Crisford received the news 
that Cape Verdi was to be en- 
tered in a phone call from 
Godolphin's boss, Sheikh Mb- 
hammed, on Tuesday night. 
This is the fifth season of oper- 
ation for the royal blue silks of 
Godolphin, which specialises 
in taking horses from Britain at 
the end of their two-year-old ca- 
reers for a winter’s nurturing in 


the Sheikh's Dubai homeland. 

C^peV^di was bought from 
Sheikh Mohammed's former 
No 1 adversary Robert Sangster 
lastyear for a reputed 0m. News 
of her rapid progression filtered 
back from the Gulf over th ecold- 
er months and the fipy confirmed 
the reports with a five^eogtb vic- 
tory in the Guineas earlier this 
month. She now aims to go one 
better than Nobiliary, the last no- 
table filly m the race when chas- 
ing home Grundy in 1975. 
‘ ^afleh Mohamme d and Sheikh 
Maktoum [his older brother] are 


keen to take up the challenge," she wffl complete 
Cnsfoid added. -Ihis is great for Classics fraj»* 
honeracmg and great for the airitteijdajR^Dettm 
Derbv.Butiftajingtobeahuge TheannomKxroentv^l*^ 


rfraUgng e because it’s not just a 
question of whether the filly has 
gpt the dass to win die race, 
whichT think -die has already 
proved. 

“She has to have the run of 

the race aixl be lucky in running. 


supported the Sly for the Der- 


— o — « » b 

got to have the stamina to see 
out the 12 furlongs.” 

If Cape Verdi is successful 


. 

him among punters who now 
long-range vouchers -for the 
Oaks, for which CqpcftM was 
considered a near certainty. “No- 
body said that ante-post betting 
wasaSariskybusmess,” Qrisfead 
said. Now it is Godalphin them- 
setves who are ta k i n g a risk. 

Racing, page 29 
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against the Saudis, England 
made a habit of it yesterday 
with Paul Gascoigne the lead- 
ing culprit. The Middlesbrough 
midfielder had an awful half, 
giving the ball away and being 
caught in possession. One free- 
kick in a dangerous position, 
which rolled straight at a de- 
fender, S limme d up the inept- 
ness of his display. 

McManaman was little bet- 
ter and the forwards were giv- 
en precious little opportunity to 
put Beozekri under pressure.' 
But while Morocco, with largely 
European-based team, had the 
bulk of possesaon England’s de- 
fence were able to keep them 
at baywell enough -a fact that 
Tim Flowers, needing to prove 
his fitness, may not have been 
entirely delighted abont. 

Not that the defending was 
unblemished, Gareth South- 
gate and Martin Keown both 
made the sort of tackles from 
behind which exmld lead to a red 
card in the World Cup. As it 
was, Keown received a yellow. 

Both teams re-emerged af- 
ter the break with a more pos- 
itive intent England were first 
to press, Dublin heading dose 
at die far post from Graeme l/i 
Same’s cross then Owen looking 
hopefully for a penalty after 
falling in the box under a chal- 
lenge from Youssef Rossi. 

Morocco responded with a 
25-yard shot from Said Chiba, 
which gave Flowers bis first ex- 
ercise of the match, and another 
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England's goalscorer Michael Owen gets on the wrong end of a heavy challenge from the Moroccan goalkeeper Driss Benzekri Photograph: Allsport 
frrxnRadiidRold which dipped h&fa&nwbo carried it upfiddfae- England then settled for a 

nipt mm, iho Ko, . . (fi&- 1 itiwina K«n«fitpit fmm a nftlim nf mnf Ainmftnt nhflff Nsanouz IBanl El Hadrtoul {BenficE}; JjJJJW't ® FanfcancJ potnnham) to OuSn. 
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frran Rachid Raid which dipped 
just over the bar. 

Keown made a good inter- 
ception after an Ince error but, 
just as it seemed England would 
pay for their laxity, they scored. 
The goal came from a Moroc- 
can corner which was headed 
dear by first Ince, then Camp- 
bell. The ball came to McMa- 


rtugfen who carried it upfiekl be- 
fiSe^'aving benefited from a 
lutfcy'bounce, played an intel- 
ligent and accurate ball for 
Owen. His flick took him past 
the Iasi defender and the young 
Liverpool forward scored with 
the nonchalance to which Pre- 
miership spectators have al- 
ready become accustomed. 


England then settled for a 
policy of containment, while 
seeking to hit on the break. It 
worked to the extent that Les 
Ferdinand twice created chances 
for Gascoigne to celebrate his 
31st birthday with a goal Neither 
was taken but, with Flowers 
saving well from All B Khattabi, 
England held on to win. 


MOROCCO «-*0: Berated (RS SottaQ: 
Sober (Sporting Lisbon), Rossi fRanma). 
Naqrouz (Ban), El Hadrtoul (Benftea}; 
CMta (Compoststa). H Khataj (Benffco), 
Cidpo (Porto), Ouakfll (Mitoch 1060), 
Basstr (Deportfvo La Conml RoM (Rsia 
Caeabtenca) Substitutes: H Khattabi 


(Haeranwan) for Rol& 83, Amzinfl (Mi- 
houssi faroiba, 6£6 Rada fflafa Casabfan- 
ca) far OuaKiU, 73; Soflamt ^Raja 


Casablanca) tor 
ENGLAND (3-£ 
Rovers); Keown 
ton Vfei C»npfa 


71' i i il- 


Ince {UvarpooQ, McManaman 


(Mddtesbrouflh), 
roan (Uverpool). 


Ratarac M Ohtto (Tlrisia). 

• England wflj definitely free 
competition from South Africa 
to host the 2006 World Cup, after 
the country’s government yes- 
terday agreed to back a bid to 
take the finals to Africa for the 
first time. 
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Woodward to blood 
England young guns 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 


SIX months ago. Give Wood- 
ward chose to tackle John Eales 
and his touring Wallabies with 
the least experienced England 
side in a generation. Much to 
the Australians’ well-docu- 
mented chagrin, the national 
coach is still at it; yesterday, he 
named four new caps in an out- 
fit so wet behind the ears that 
they might easily tempt Cow & 
Gate into the sports sponsorship 
business. 

When Matthew Dawson, the 
Northampton scrum-half, leads 
out his country in Brisbane on 
Saturday week, the back division 
will feature a rookie right wing 
in Spencer Brown and a debu- 
tant centre in Steve Raven- 
sera ft. Jonny Wilkinson, the 
Premiership-winning teenager 
with all of five minutes’ in- 
ternational experience in the 
bank, will be maldng hk first full 
appearance at stand-off. 

To make matters more in- 
teresting still. Woodward has 
made space for Tim Stimpson, 
a Lions full-back last summer 
but persona mm grata at New- 
castle ever since, by asking 
Matt Perry to leam a brand new 
trade as a lest midfielder. % 
comparison, the pack is posi- 
tively gnarled; the new back-row 
boys, Ben Stumham and Pat 
Sanderson, will be able to look 
to a tight five boasting a lavish 
40 caps between them. 

“Every position was up for 
debate and it was a sufficiently 


difficult procedure to leave me 
sitting up at night wondering 
whether I'd got it right,” said 
Woodward before flying out 
yesterday evening. “But it was ex- 
citing, too. When I came to the 
job last autumn, I look special 
pleasure in seeing someone like 
Ferry take his chance. The op- 
portunity is now there for a num- 
ber of others and I don’t suppose 
HI have to spend much time mo- 
tivating them." 

If Woodward spent a few 
sleepless nights paring the bed- 
room Boor, one postion cost him 
more sbut-eye than any other. 
“Outside centre was a 
headache," he revealed. “Wve 
had quite a fall-out in the mid- 
field positions - no [Jeremy] 
Guscott or [PhE] de danville, no 
[Will] Greenwood or [Mike] 
Catt - and I thought it best to 
askPeny to make the move. He's 
been a big success for us and he 
has a very versatile rugby brain." 

Stimpson 's sudden re-emer- 
gence after a season of bitter 
isolation at dub level was always 
on the cards once Greenwood 
became the last of the front-line 
centres to withdraw from the 
four-Tfest tour of Australia, New 
Zealand and South Africa. 
“Tim has suffered a horrendous 
year, but he's confident about 
his match fitness despite his lade 
of Premiership rugby. If there 
is a problem, wc’U soon find out 
about it in the southern hemi- 
sphere environment. As it 
stands, he'll play against the 
Vfaflabiesf both as full-back 
and first-choice kicker." 

Ben Clarke, a Lion in all 


senses of the word in New 
Zealand five years ago, might 
have given the England for- 
wards some real know-how; his 
33 caps make him by far the 
most experienced tourist. 
Woodward rates both Stumham 
and Tony Diprose ahead of 
him, however, so he must make 
do with captaining the midweek 
side against New Zealand A in 
Hamilton on 13 June. 

The Richmond flanker will 
be joined in a more seasoned 
padk by Steve Ojomoh, a former 
dub-mate at Bath, and the 
Gloucester engine-room part- 
nership of Rob Fidler and 
David Sims. Nick BeaL a 1997 
Lion in South Africa, is sched- 
uled to continue his top-level re- 
habilitation at full-back while 
Josh Lewsey, Bristol's disaf- 
fected outside-half, has beaten 
Alex King to the pivot position. 

“I'm the first to admit that 
this is an unfamiliar party, but 
they’re all professionals who 
have made an impact on the 
Premiership scene,” said the 
coach. “When we get out there 
against Australia, it will be 15 
against 15. There will be pride 
and ambition and a massive 
amount of effort. 1 think some 
of these guys have the capaci- 
ty to shock themselves.” 
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